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1. “Biblica animatio totius actionis 
pastoralis” 

 a key expression in Verbum Domini 

• a. Pope Benedict XVI’s Verbum Domini 73 
• b. Dei Verbum: pastors, theologians, 

exegetes … and the laity 
• c. BATAP and the question of responsibility 

for engaging the Scriptures: Back to the 
origins … 

• d. Traduttore traditore



2. Origins, development and diffusion 

• a. Proposition 30 of the 2008 Bishops’ 
Synod 

• b. 5th General Conference of CELAM, 
Aparecida (2007)





2. Origins, development and diffusion 

• c. « Les orientations de la pastorale 
biblique à la fin du 20e siècle » (1993)









2. Origins, development and diffusion 

• d. The European Bible Bishops in Freising, 
Germany (1994)



2. Origins, development and diffusion  

• e. La Bibbia della 
vita della Chiesa: 
Nota pastorale, 
Commission 
episcopale per la 
dottrina della 
fede e la 
catechesis della 
CEI (1996)



2. Origins, development and diffusion 

• f. “La Biblia en la vida de la 
Iglesia” (Santiago Guijarro), Vida nueva, 
(1994) and Biblia y pastoral (Cesar Mora 
Paz) (1998) 

• g. CBF Plenary Assemblies in Hong Kong 
(1996) and Lebanon (2002)



2. Origins, development and diffusion 

• h. The VIth 
FEBIC-LAC 
Cono Sur 
Encounter 
in Santiago 
de Chile and 
La Palabra 
Hoy 
(2003-2004) 



2. Origins, development and diffusion 

• i. Cardinal Martini and the International 
Congress on Sacred Scripture in the Life 
of the Church (CBF), Rome 2005  

“Il ruolo centrale  
della Parola di Dio nella vita della Chiesa:  

L’Animazione biblica dell’esercizio 
pastorale” 



2. Origins, development and diffusion 

• j. Continuing activities and continental 
and national congresses and scientific 
encounters   

- CBF Document for the 2012 Synod on 
Evangelization 
- Pope Francis’ Evangelii gaudium (2013)



2. Origins, development and diffusion 

• j. Continuing activities and continental and 
national congresses and scientific encounters  

• I Encuentro Latinoamericano de Animación Bíblica de 
la Pastoral : “La Palabra de vida, fuente de 
discipulado y misión” (Bogotá, 2009)  

• « Viva ed efficace èla parola di Dio » (Eb 4,12) : Linee 
per l’animazione biblica della pastorale: Misc. C. 
Bissoli, a cura di Corrado Pastore, Ist. Di Catechetica, 
UP Salesiana 2010 

- I Congresso Brasileiro de Animação Bíblica da Pastoral 
(Goiâna, 2011) 



2. Origins, development and diffusion 

• j. Continuing activities and continental 
and national congresses and scientific 
encounters 

The VIII BICAM  
Plenary Assembly  
(Kachebere, Malawi, 2013)   



2. Origins, development and diffusion 

• j. Continuing activities and continental 
and national congresses and scientific 
encounters (…) 

-  Diretrizes gerais da Ação Evangelizadora da 
Igreja no Brasil 2015-2019, Conferência Nacional 
dos Bispos do Brasil 













2. Origins, development and diffusion 

• j. Continuing activities and continental 
and national congresses and scientific 
encounters (…) 

-  II Encuentro Latinoamericano y Caribeño de 
responsables Animación Bíblica de la Pastoral 
(Quito, 2016) 



2. Origins, development and diffusion 

• j. Continuing activities and continental 
and national congresses and scientific 
encounters  

- Scientific Symposium: Pas d’humanité sans parole : 
La Sacramentalité de la parole entre parole 
humaine et Parole divine (Luxembourg, LSRS, 2016): 
acts published in 2019 

- Scientific Symposium: L’animation biblique de toute 
la pastorale: Enjeux pédagogiques (Luxembourg, 
LSRS, 2017): acts published in 2019



2. Origins, development and diffusion 

• j. Continuing activities and continental and 
national congresses and scientific encounters (…) 

- Orientaciones de Animación Bíblica de la Pastoral 
para América Latina y El Caribe. – Bogotá, D.C., 
Colombia: Consejo Episcopal Latinoamericano, 
Departamento de Vocaciones y Ministerios; FEBICA, 
2016.  

- Guidelines for the Biblical Inspiration of the Entire 
Pastoral Ministry of the Church for Latin America 
and Caribbean (CBF Documents, 1), translation: 
María Díaz James, Sankt Ottilien: Catholic Biblical 
Federation, 2017. 





2. Origins, development and diffusion 

• j. Continuing activities and continental and 
national congresses and scientific encounters  

• - Iniciación Cristiana y Animación Bíblica de 
la Pastoral, Medellín, 42, n. 166 (2016) 

- L’animation biblique de la pastorale, Lumen 
Vitae 2017/4 (éd. Fr.-X. Amherdt) 

- Faculté de théologie et de sciences 
religieuses à l’Université Laval, Québec : 
centre de recherche, thèse de maîtrise, etc.



3. Perspectives and Challenges 

• a. The Animation biblique oecuménique 
romande (French-speaking Switzerland) and 
the original understanding of the expression 

- animation de groupes bibliques 
- animation biblique 
- animation biblique de toute une paroisse 
- animation biblique de toute la pastorale 
=> With sincere thanks to Br. Marcel Durrer



3. Perspectives and Challenges 

• a. The Animation 
biblique 
oecuménique 
romande  

    and the original    
    understanding  
    of the expression



3. Perspectives and Challenges 

• b. A heartfelt appeal to free the Scriptures 
from the departmentalization of pastoral 
sectors and to open their “responsible 
interpretation” to the community of 
believers 

• c. Challenges 
- Formation in Biblical Spirituality 
-  Valorization of the Sacramentality of the 

word, shared and proclaimed in the 
community




