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* W o p l d C a t h o l i c F e d e r a t i o n f o r t h e «
* B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e ( W C F B A i s a n i n t e r - «
» national fellowship of Catholic organize- |
* tions involved in biblical pastordl work. |
* The members foster mutual service among all «
* l o c a l c h u r c h e s . «
* " t c

» ** Trans la t ion and d is t r ibu t ion o f Catho l ic and *
* i n t e r c o n f e s s i o n a l e d i t i o n s o f t h e B i b l e i n «
* s imp le l anguage^ i n coopera t i on w i th b ib le *
* s o c i e t i e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d s i s p a r t o f *
* t h i s s e r v i c e . *
? *

* ** F u r t h e r m o r e ^ i t i s t h e i n t e n t i o n o f t h e «
* WCFBA to promote bib l ical studios^ to sup- «
* por t the product ion o f pedagogica l a ids for «
* a better understanding of bibl ical texts, «
* and to ass is t in the fo rmat ion o f min is ters «
* o f t h e W o r d , s u c h a s b i b l i c a l a n i m a t o r s , «
* lec to rs and ca tech is ts , sugges t ing ways to «
* foxm bible groups and recooMnending the use «
* of both mass and group media to fac i l i ta te «
* I d i e i r e n c o u n t e r w i t h t h e V o r d . «

* • - K
^ * K* The Federation wishes to promote a dialogue «
* also with people isho bel ieve only in huaim «
* values, as well as to encourage an encounter «
* w i th the sacred wr i t ings o f o ther re l ig ions . «
* Through such encounters the revealed Vord of *
* God can offer a more profound understanding *
* o f G o d a n d o f h u m a n l i f e . *
* *

* The Federation appeals to everyone to add *

I their personal co^ comnunity support to this «* g r e a t t a s k . *
» «

* + A l b e r t o A b l o n d i , B i s h o p o f L i v o m o *
* P r e s i d e n t o f t h e V C F B A *
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s t a t e m e n t t o t h e c o n t r a r y i s g i v e n .
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* * * * * *

C O N T E H T S

E D I T O R I A L
* * * * * *

* B I B L E R E A D I N G I N lou are members or friends of the Vorld Catholic
F R A N C E . . . 4 Federation for the Biblical Apostolate. This bulletin

urishes to keep you regularly informed about one another's
* E V E N T S L E A D I N G U P activities and to strengthen the contact between us all in

T O T H E F O U N D I N G order to assure better service of that which some call
O F T H E F E D E R A T I O N . . . 7 "the biblical apostolate" and osiers "biblical-pastoral".

* P R A Y I N G T H E R O S A R Y . . . . . 1 1 Each country^ on account of its geography^ history and
economic and human situation^ has its own way of seeking

* G E T T I N G T O K N O W out and living the fiord of God. Eho would complain of such
E A C H O T H E R . . 1 3 r ich d ivers i ty? Even i f Mbl ical -pastoral exper iences

within a country are difficult to understand outside its
* B I B L E S U N D A Y . . 1 6 cul tura l and l inguist ic borders^ they st i l l serve to

provide new ideas and to stimulate research and practice
* G E N E R A L I N F O R M A T I O N : in other countries. Following Brazil and Zaire (cf the

last two numbers of the Bulletin)^ we now present a
- I n t e r v i e w w i t h

reflection on the situation of the Bible in France. This
B ishop Ab lond i . . 1 7 shows how, through the great efforts made during recent

years to find new reading methods, the Bible has became
- B o l i v i a . . 1 8 increasingly important on the ecclesial and cultural level

in France (pages 4-7).
- B r a z i l . . 1 8

f/here does the need to "federate" came from, this tying
- C h i l e . . 1 8 together in an inst i tut ional way of the dif ferent Cathol ic

b ib l ica l aposto late and b ib l ica l -pastora l organizat ions?
- C h i n a . . 1 9 Bow did the idea of a "Catholic Biblical Federation for

the Biblircal Apostolate" became reality? One of the found
- C o l o m b i a . . 1 9 ing members of the Federation answers these questions from

his own viewpoint (pages 7-11). Thus we are better able to
- G r e a t B r i t a i n . . 1 9 measure the ground covered since 1969 as well as the road

still to be followed in order that "easy access to sacred
- I n d i a . . 1 9 Scr ipture be provided for a l l the Chr ist ian fa i thfu l" .

- I t a l y . . 1 9 The Marial Year gust proclaimed by Pope Jthn Paul II is cm
occasion for throwing light on the biblical roots of the

- J a p a n . . 1 9 devotions to the Mother of Our Saviour. We invite all our
members to inform us dbout their own activities and

. . 1 9 r e s e a r c h i n t h i s a r e a s o t h a t w e c a n s h a r e t h e m w i t h
others. The Philippines have contributed an interesting

. . 2 0 experience in biblical resource concerning the popular
practice of praying the Rosary (pages 11-13).

- M e x i c o . . 2 0

Since many manbers have sent us reports on the activities
- P a k i s t a n . . 2 0 of thevr orgamzatvons we are happy to continue our series

"Getting to know each other" (pages 13-16).
- P a p u a N e w G u i n e a . . . . . 2 0

F r o m I d l e v a r i o u s n e w s i t e m s r e c e i v e d a t t h e G e n e r a l
- P e r u . . 2 0 Secretariat we have put together an overview of biblical

aposto late act iv i t ies in var ious countr ies. This re f lects- P h i l i p p i n e s . . 2 0 ^le great diversity of biblical work presently being done
(pages 16-21).

- P o r t u g a l . . 2 1

There is stil l t ime to reply to our questionnaire on
- T h a i l a n d . . 2 1 "Bible Sunday" (BULLETIB DEI 7ERBUM Bo. 1) so please

don' t forget us!
* BOOKS AND OTHER

P U B L I C A T I O N S . . 2 1 M a r c S e v i n
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* * * * * * * * * * * * *

B I B L E R E A D I N G I N F R A N C E

* « • * * * * « * * * « •

b ib l ica l aposto la te and b ib l ica l
pastoral take on different forms according
to the countries in lahich they develop.
There is no universal pattern in this field.
A knowledge of what is going on elsea^iere
could serve to mutually stimulate and enrich
both work and reflection. For this reason
BUnSTIS DEI VERBUM (BDV) intends to keep
Federation members informed on ideas and
activities all over iiie world concerning the
Bible. Following a presentation of the
biblical apost<Aate in Brazil (BDV 1) and in
Zaire (BDV 2J, here is a reflection on the
situat ion of the Bible in France. Pierre-
Marie Baude^ one of the animators of Service
Biblique Evangile et Vie^ describes the
evolution of Bible usage in this country.
Evangile et Vie represents the French
Bishops' Conference as full member of the
WCFBA.

A s f a r a s w e c a n s e e , t h e B i b l e i n F r a n c e i s

do ing we l l . The re a re seve ra l good ed i t i ons
on the marke t . They o f ten have in t roduc t ions
and exp lanatory notes which permi t a ser ious
minded approach. Of course, books are worth
l e s s i f t h e y a r e n o t r e a d . I t i s e a s i e r t o

get an idea of the number of books sold than
o f t h e n u m b e r o f r e a d e r s t h e r e a r e . W h o

rea l l y r eads t he B ib l e? I n o rde r t o answer
t h i s q u e s t i o n , i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o o b t a i n a

g loba l idea o f where i t i s read . Some
e x a m p l e s a r e :

- l i t u r g i c a l a s s e m b l i e s i n d i f f e r e n t C h r i s
t i a n r e l i g i o n s , w h e r e i t i s p r o c l a i m e d i n
p u b l i c .

- l e a r n i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s ( u n i v e r s i t i e s o f

t h e o l o g y , v a r i o u s i n s t i t u t i o n s . . . ) w h e r e
s t u d e n t s a r e i n i t i a t e d i n t o a c r i t i c a l ,

exege t i ca l and he rmeneu t i ca l read ing o f t he
B i b l e .

- i n s t i t u t i o n s w h i c h u s e a n a p p l i e d e x e g e

s i s , e . g . t h o s e w h i c h t r a i n c a t e c h i s t s a n d
t h e r e f o r e e s t a b l i s h p e r m a n e n t c o n t a c t w i t h
t h e B i b l e .
- p l a c e s o f C h r i s t i a n l i f e , o f t e n c o n n e c t e d

with par ishes. We have already spoken about

l i t u r g i c a l a s s e m b l i e s , b u t B i b l e , p r a y e r ,
f o r m a t i o n a n d C h r i s t i a n r e f l e c t i o n g r o u p s
m u s t a l s o b e m e n t i o n e d a s t h e B i b l e a l w a y s
ho lds an impor tan t p lace i n these .

Las t l y , we mus t no t fo rge t the pe rsona l
read ing by the be l i eve r o r non -be l i eve r who
i s i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e B i b l e . I n F r a n c e , t h e

B i b l e h a s p r a c t i c a l l y n o p l a c e i n s c h o o l
p r o g r a m m e s . I n t e r e s t i n t h i s b o o k i s r a i s e d

through o ther channe ls . In a Jewish or
P r o t e s t a n t f a m i l y , t h e b i b l i c a l w o r l d
b e c o m e s f a m i l i a r t o c h i l d r e n a t a n e a r l y

a g e . F o r a C a t h o l i c , t h i n g s a r e d i f f e r e n t :
the impress ion g iven i s o f ten tha t one has
h e a r d a b o u t t h e B i b l e o r b i b l e h i s t o r y , t h e
m a i n c h a r a c t e r s a n d e v e n t s , b u t o n d o e s n o t

r e a l l y k n o w i t . S o m e w i l l g e t i n t o u c h w i t h
a b ib le g roup i n o rde r t o con t i nue deve lop
i ng t he i r know ledge .

A L I B E R A T I N G E X P E R I E N C E .

A l l b i b l e a n i m a t o r s k n o w t h a t t h e C a t h o l i c

who begins studying the Bib le enters unknown
t e r r i t o r y m o s t o f t h e t i m e , a n d t h i s
f r i gh tens h im . He usua l l y has a be t t e r
knowledge of the New Testament than of the
Old, but in e i ther case he goes f rom one
discovery to another . In the New Testament ,
for example, he never read a gospel f rom

beginning to end (the liturgy, even though
i t takes one gospe l per year , does no t g ive
the impress ion o f a con t inuous read ing) . He
d i s c o v e r s t h a t t h e w o r k o f M a t t h e w i s n o t

t ha t o f Luke ; t ha t each evange l i s t has h i s
l o g i c a n d h i s o w n p r o j e c t ; t h a t a g o s p e l i s
a l i te ra ry monument wh ich i s wor th look ing
in to in depth. Where the Old Testament is
concerned, the d iscovery is even more
obvious. Many people have to ld me, af ter
s tudy ing the O ld Tes tament fo r a year , tha t
they had discovered a universe which was
unknown to them, jus t as by t rave l l i ng one
d iscovers a fo re ign coun t ry and beg ins
l o v i n g i t .

" T A L K A B O U T " O R R E A D .

R e a d i n g i s , i n f a c t , a d i f f i c u l t p r a c t i c e .
Of ten , when beg inn ing to s tudy the B ib le ,
one sees the text as on ly a s imple mat ter .
One speaks ABOUT the text instead of speak
ing OF the text , one speaks about onesel f
u s i n g t h e t e x t . A f t e r h a r d l y l i s t e n i n g t o
t h e t e x t i t i s a l r e a d y f o r g o t t e n a n d o n e
goes back to one's own problems. One has not
c o m e o u t o f o n e s e l f .

Reading is an important act which supposes
t o t a l a s c e t i c i s m . T h i s m e a n s f o r g e t t i n g
o n e ' s u n c e r t a i n t i e s f o r a m o m e n t t o o b t a i n

t he necessa ry recep t i veness and t o l i s t en .
A s r e a d e r s , w e f i n d t h a t t h e t e x t e x i s t s o n
i t s o w n , t h a t i t i s n o t u s , t h a t i t d o e s n o t
a lways th ink as we do , t ha t i t says th ings
which we do not always understand and which
some t imes d i s t u rb us . Read ing i s l i s t en i ng
a n d r e c e i v i n g , a n d t h a t i s o n e o f t h e f i r s t
f r u i t s o f b i b l e r e a d i n g : w e l e a r n t o l i s t e n
t o a w o r d t h a t c o m e s f r o m e l s e w h e r e ; w e
l e a r n t o f o r g e t a b o u t o u r s e l v e s .

A T E X T T H A T R E S I S T S .

R e a d i n g t h e t e x t i s r e a l i z i n g t h a t I c a n n o t
ass imi la te i t in a few seconds and go on to
some th ing e l se w i t hou t t h i nk i ng abou t i t any
m o r e . T h e t e x t r e s i s t s m y i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . I f



W o r l d C a t h o l i c F e d e r a t i o n f o r t h e B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e B u l l e t i n D E I V E R B U M 3 / 5

I h a v e r e a d i t a t t e n t i v e l y i t c o m e s b a c k t o
m e , i t a s k s m e q u e s t i o n s . I d i s c o v e r i n i t
things I understand, and others whicli seem
st range and d i s tu rb ing . Take , f o r examp le ,
the phrase from the New Testament spoken by
Jesus: "... the man who has will be given
m o r e ; f r o m t h e m a n w h o h a s n o t , e v e n w h a t h e
has w i l l be taken away" (Mark 4 :25) , o r the
s t range s to ry in wh ich Jesus o rdered the
p igs to th row themse lves in to the sea (Mark
5 :1 -20 ) . On open ing the gospe l , I t hough t I
was work ing on the tex t , bu t I have d iscov
ered that the text has been working on me
and asking me questions.

T h i s r e s i s t a n c e o f t h e t e x t s e e m s t o m e t o

be of great importance: i t makes me stop and
wonder , i t makes me ques t ion myse l f , i t
makes me see the other 's point of v iew.

READING METHODS

The reading methods that have been developed
around the B ib le he lp the reader to respec t
the tex t in f ron t o f h im. There a re many o f
t h e s e m e t h o d s ; l e t u s l o o k b r i e f l y a t t h e
ma in ones be fo re r i sk ing an eva lua t i on .

T H E H I S T O R I C A L - C R I T I C A L M E T H O D :

Along the same l ines as the great 20th cen
t u r y r e s e a r c h , h i s t o r i c a l - c r i t i c a l r e a d i n g
o f t h e B i b l e t o o k t h e l e a d a t f i r s t . T h i s

began , i n f ac t , ve ry ea r l y : r emember t he
work done in the 4th and 5th centur ies by
St . Jerome, to ment ion jus t one example . In
m o r e r e c e n t t i m e s t h e c r i t i c a l s t u d y o f t h e
B ib le was deve loped and sys temat i zed , p ro
g r e s s i v e l y t a k i n g i t s p l a c e i n t h e o r g a n i
za t ion o f knowledge. Of course , th is was no t
a lways easy and con f l i c ts somet imes resu l ted
b e c a u s e b i b l e c r i t i c i s m a t t a c k e d c e r t a i n

pos i t ions tha t had been cons idered as be ing
d e f i n i t i v e l y a c q u i r e d . H e r e , i t i s s u f f i c
i en t t o r eca l l t he exemp la ry case o f R i cha rd
S i m o n , o n e o f t h e m o s t f a m o u s C a t h o l i c
c r i t i c s o f t h e 1 7 t h c e n t u r y , w h o s e " C r i t i c a l
History of the Old Testament" was condemned
a t t h e i n s t i g a t i o n o f B o s s u e t .

W h a t e v e r t h e c a s e , t o d a y t h e c r i t i c a l
r ead ing o f t he B ib l e i s we l l r oo ted and
e v e r y e x e g e t e w o r t h y o f t h e t i t l e i s f i r s t
i n i t i a t e d i n t o i t . K n o w l e d g e o f b i b l i c a l
languages, o f the Near East h is tory and
a r c h a o l o g y , o f t e x t u a l a n d l i t e r a r y c r i t i
c ism have become so e f f i c ien t today tha t the
impact on b ib le reading is immense and qui te
d i f f i c u l t t o e v a l u a t e . J u s t t o r e m e m b e r a

few aspec ts , th ink o f the progress made in
the resea rch o f t he neo - tes tamen ta ry m i l i eux
thanks to the Dead Sea Scrolls (Qumran) and
t h a n k s t o s y s t e m a t i c u s e o f J e w i s h l i t e r a
t u r e : t a r g o u m s , r a b b i n i c a l t e x t s , e t c .

T h e r e f o r e , h i s t o r i c a l - c r i t i c a l e x e g e s i s h a s
an in teres t ing past and promises to have a
sound f u tu re . Can i t s impo r t ance f o r t oday ' s

b e l i e v e r b e e v a l u a t e d ? O n e o f i t s f i r s t

b l e s s i n g s , i t w o u l d s e e m , i s t h a t i t a v o i d s
a l l f u n d a m e n t a l i s m . B y l i n k i n g t h e b i b l i c a l
t e x t t o t h e c u l t u r e i n w h i c h i t w a s b o r n , w e
can red iscover the t rue mean ing o f the tex t
that goes beyond the immediate understanding
we might have of i t . Th is appears to be of
importance for numerous passages and
b ib l i ca l exp ress ions t he mean ings o f wh i ch
are not a lways obv ious fo r a 20 th century
r e a d e r , e . g . t h e j u s t i c e o f G o d , t h e
Covenan t , l aw , g race , e t c .

By es tab l i sh ing a l i nk be tween the tex t and
t h o s e w h o w r o t e i t , t h e h i s t o r i c a l - c r i t i c a l

exegesis shows us communi t ies of bel ievers
and , as a resu l t , i s pe rce i ved as be ing the
W o r d o f G o d r e c e i v e d b y o n e o r s e v e r a l

g roups o f peop le . The re fo re , t he reade r
b e c o m e s m o r e s e n s i t i v e t o t h e i n c a r n a t i o n

w h i c h i s a t t h e h e a r t o f C h r i s t i a n t h e o l o g y .
The Word of God is revealed in h is tory, and
i t i s p r e c i s e l y t h i s h i s t o r y t h a t t h e
h i s t o r i c a l c r i t i c a l m e t h o d o f e x e g e s i s
s h o u l d p o i n t o u t .

A n o t h e r a s p e c t o f t h e c r i t i c a l m e t h o d o f

read ing the B ib le i s tha t i t makes us ask
t h e h e r m e n e u t i c a l q u e s t i o n : H o w c a n t h i s

t e x t , w r i t t e n 2 0 o r 2 5 c e n t u r i e s a g o i n a
m i l i e u x s o d i f f e r e n t f r o m m y o w n , s t i l l h a v e

something to say to me today? Obviously,
s o m e b i b l i c a l p a s s a g e s l i k e t h e p s a l m s o f

p r a i s e , t h e b e a t i t u d e s , t h e O u r F a t h e r , s e e m
t o b e s u r p r i s i n g l y s i m i l a r t o m y m o d e r n

sens i t i v i t y . Bu t how many o thers do no t
touch me at al l because they seem so foreign
to my way of seeing things? For example, a
c e r t a i n w a r r i o r s t o r y o r a l e g i s l a t i v e
passage from the Levit ic which would make me
i l l a t e a s e i f I w e r e a s k e d t o t e a c h o r

p r e a c h t h e m .

F i r s t l y , t h e h i s t o r i c a l - c r i t i c a l m e t h o d
d e f e n d s t h e t e x t . I a m f o r c e d t o t a k e i t

i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n e v e n i f i t s a y s n o t h i n g
t o m e , s i n c e i t i s i n B i b l e . T h e r e f o r e ,

t h a n k s t o t h i s m e t h o d , r a t h e r t h a n i g n o r i n g
th e t e x t I a s k m y s e l f t h i s q u e s t i o n : Wh a t
d o e s t h i s b i b l i c a l p a s s a g e , t h a t s a y s
n o t h i n g t o m e a t f i r s t , h a v e t o t e l l m e ,
b e l i e v e r o f t h e 2 0 t h c e n t u r y ? I t i s n o t
p o s s i b l e t o g i v e p r e c i s e e x a m p l e s i n t h i s
a r t i c l e . Jus t r emember t he ro le p layed by

* t h e g r e a t b i b l i c a l t h e o l o g i e s i n a n s w e r i n g
th i s ques t i on . O ld Tes tamen t t heo log i es
( t h o s e o f V o n R a d , E i c h r o d t , e t c ) a s s i s t i n
t he unde rs tand ing o f a l l t hese t ex t s wh i ch
a r e d i f f i c u l t a n d f a r f r o m o u r o w n p r e
o c c u p a t i o n s i n t h e " h i s t o r y o f s a l v a t i o n " t o
wh ich they add the wea l th o f the i r un ique
n e s s . B i b l i c a l t h e o l o g y , i n t h e w a k e o f
h i s t o r i c a l - c r i t i c a l e x e g e s i s , h e l p s u s t o
d e c i p h e r t h e m o s t d i f f i c u l t t e x t s , p u t t i n g
them in perspect ive and, by do ing so, he lp

ing us to renew the d ia logue wi th them.
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NEW METHODS

T h e m e t h o d u s e d t o r e a d t h e B i b l e m u s t b e

re la ted to the know ledge o f the t imes .
O the rw i se i t r i s ks becom ing o ld f ash ioned ,
o b l i g i n g t h e f a i t h f u l t o t a k e r e f u g e i n
"f ideism", a sort of "protectionism" which
w o u l d p r o t e c t t h e m f r o m t h e c o n f l i c t s o f
the i r own t imes. Today, the deve lopment o f
the s tudy o f h is to ry and languages is such
that exegetes can inaugurate new ways of
r ead ing t he B ib l e . These me thods a re s t i l l
r e l a t i v e l y n e w , b u t t h e y a r e b e g i n n i n g t o
g i v e e n c o u r a g i n g a n d s u b s t a n t i a l r e s u l t s .
T a k e , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e s o c i o l o g i c a l , p s y c h o
log i ca l and semio t i ca l me thods . We w i l l
exp la in them b r ie f l y to show wha t i s a t
s t a k e .

- Me thods o f the soc io log ica l t ype d raw

a t t e n t i o n t o t h e s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l a n d
e c o n o m i c a l c o n d i t i o n s u n d e r w h i c h J e s u s , t h e
f i r s t C h r i s t i a n s o r o t h e r g r o u p s w h o w r o t e
t h e B i b l e l i v e d . S u c h a n i n t e r e s t i n t h e s e

r e a l i t i e s i s n o t r e c e n t i f y o u c o n s i d e r , f o r
examp le , the beau t i fu l s tudy by J . Je remias
o n t h e J e r u s a l e m o f J e s u s ' s t i m e ( F r e n c h

t e x t , P a r i s , 1 9 7 6 ) . H o w e v e r , t h e s e m e t h o d s
add something new; they use the tools and
t h e o r i e s o f s o c i o l o g i s t s m o r e s y s t e m a t i c a l
l y . The re fo re , t he me thod tends to be r i go r
o u s . I t t r i e s , f o r e x a m p l e , t o u n d e r s t a n d
t h e d i f f e r e n t p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c
a s p e c t s i n r e l a t i o n t o e a c h o t h e r , r a t h e r
t h a n j u s t d e s c r i b i n g t h e m w i t h o u t s t u d y i n g
t h e i r i n t e r a c t i o n . I n F r a n c e a t p r e s e n t ,
such s tud ies a re p roduc ing var ious and o f ten
no tewor thy resu l t s , e .g . , f rom the German J .
The i ssen (Le ch r i s t i an i sme de Jesus , Pa r i s ) .

- S o f a r , r e a d i n g s o f a p s y c h o l o g i c a l t y p e
s e e m t o b e t h e m o s t d i f f i c u l t t o s e t u p , a n d

t h e r e f o r e t o e v a l u a t e . O n e c a n o n l y o b s e r v e
t h a t s o m e s p e c i a l i s t s ( p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,
psychoana lys ts ) have a t tempted read ings o f
t h e B i b l e , a n d t h a t s o m e o f t h e s e h a v e s h e d

l ight on texts that we thought we knew by
hea r t . Ce r ta i n l y t he expe r i enced eye o f a
psycho log is t can teach us a lo t about a
p a r a b l e l i k e t h a t o f t h e l o s t s o n , w h i c h
t e l l s o f a f a t h e r ( w i t h o u t m e n t i o n i n g h i s
wife), a young son who demands his part of
t h e i n h e r i t a n c e , a n d a n e l d e r s o n w h o s t a y s
a t h o m e . I f u s e d w i t h f i n e s s e , t h i s k i n d o f

read ing cou ld produce a f resh way o f look ing
a t t e x t s w h i c h h a v e l o s t t h e i r s p a r k l e

through being read too of ten and becoming
t o o f a m i l i a r . B u t t h i s m e t h o d n e e d s t o

s t r e n g t h e n i t s t h e o r e t i c a l f o u n d a t i o n s m o r e
t h a n i t h a s u p t o n o w . N o t e h e r e t h e r e c e n t

p u b l i c a t i o n b y D . S t e i n , " L e c t u r e s
p s y c h a n a l y t i q u e s d e l a B i b l e , P a r i s , l e
C e r f , 1 9 8 5 .

- The sera io t ic method o f read ing. Today, i t
i s mos t ce r ta in l y i n t he a rea o f l anguage
sc ience tha t the mos t spec tacu la r b reak

throughs have been made. Cathol ic as wel l as

Protestant research groups have been
e x p l o r i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f f e r e d b y t h e s e
sciences'in Bible reading. The field known
a s s e m i o t i c s s t u d i e s t h e w a y i n w h i c h t h e

mean ing i s exp ressed i n t he t ex t s . T rea t i ng
the mean ing t h rough t he i n t e rna l cond i t i ons
o f t h e d e v e l o p m e n t , i t m e t h o d i c a l l y i g n o r e s
e v e r y t h i n g w h i c h i s n o t i n t h e t e x t : t h e
i n t e n t i o n o f t h e a u t h o r , t h e m i l i e u i n w h i c h
h e w r o t e , t h e m i l i e u t o r e c e i v e t h e t e x t ,

e t c . I t i s c e n t r e d e x c l u s i v e l y o n t h e t e x t
i t s e l f , t h e d e t a i l s o f w h i c h i t t r i e s t o
d e s c r i b e a s p r e c i s e l y a s p o s s i b l e . T h e

s e m i o t i c i a n l e a v e s t h e j o b o f d e s c r i b i n g t h e
l i t e r a r y h i s t o r y o f t h e t e x t t o t h e h i s t o r i
ca l exegete . He h imse l f takes the tex t as a
whole and looks at the phenomena of the
meaning that come out of i t . A method such
a s t h i s w h i c h , s p e c i a l l y i n F r a n c e , f o l l o w s
the plan drawn up by Mr Greimas, offers a
v e r y s p e c i f i c r e a d i n g o f t h e B i b l e .
Undoubtedly the most demanding because of
t h e r i g o r o u s m e t h o d s o f a n a l y s i s i t

deve lops , i t g ives us some promis ing read ing
p o s s i b i l i t i e s .

WRIT ING AND THE WORD OF GOD

I t i s w o n d e r f u l t o s e e t h a t t h r o u g h r e a d i n g
methods a dialogue has been establ ished
b e t w e e n c o n t e m p o r a r y c u l t u r e a n d t h e B i b l e .
T h a n k s t o t h e s e , e x c i t i n g n e w p o s s i b i l i t i e s
a r e o p e n i n g u p o n t h e t h e o l o g i c a l l e v e l . I t
i s e a s i e r t o u n d e r s t a n d , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e
p a r a d o x u n d e r l i n i n g t h i s s t a t e m e n t t h a t
wr i t ings are Word. When look ing a t the
B i b l e , t h e m o s t s t r i k i n g t h i n g i s t h e
d ivers i t y : i t i s composed o f many books
w r i t t e n a t d i f f e r e n t p e r i o d s ( f r o m t h e 1 0 t h
century BC to the 1st century AD, and
p r o b a b l y l a t e r ) . T h e m i l i e u x i n w h i c h t h e s e
w r i t i n g s d e v e l o p e d a r e a l s o v e r y d i v e r s e :
r o y a l c o u r t s o f t h e 9 t h c e n t u r y a n d l a t e r
p e r i o d s , t h e m i l i e u o f t h e p r i e s t s o f t h e
temp le i n Je rusa lem, the a lexandr ine
diaspora, and many other places in the Roman
empire (Palest ine, Ephese, Rome, e tc) . How,
t h e n , c a n o n e u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h i s d i v e r s i t y
o f wr i t ings is un iqueness o f Word addressed
t o t h e h e a r t s o f m e n . W i t h o u t t r y i n g t o
s o l v e t h i s t h e o l o g i c a l p r o b l e m d e f i n i t i v e l y ,

le t us note the progress made by tak ing in to
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h e h i s t o r i c a l a n d g e o g r a p h i
ca l d i ve rs i t y when eva lua t i ng how the B ib le
i s W o r d o f G o d . T h u s , w e c a n d i s c o v e r t h e

impo r tance f o r us o f t he s to r y i n t he
c o m p o s i t i o n o f a W o r d o f G o d . I f G o d s p e a k s
i n t h e B i b l e , i f J e s u s i s t h e W o r d o f G o d i n
an au then t i ca l l y human "appearance" , then
t h e g e n r e i n w h i c h t h i s W o r d i s g i v e n -

l e g i s l a t i v e t e x t s , p o e m s , p r a y e r s , c h r o n i c
l e s , p a r a b l e s , s t o r i e s o f m i r a c l e s , d e c l a r a
t i o n s , e t c . - m u s t b e t a k e n v e r y s e r i o u s l y .
B e c a u s e G o d r e v e a l s h i m s e l f i n h i s t o r y , h i s
W o r d s p e a k s .
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T o i l l u s t r a t e t h i s p o i n t , j u s t i m a g i n e f o r a
m o m e n t t h a t C h r i s t i a n s h a d d e f i n i t i v e l y
broken away f rom Jewish wr i t ings , say ing
tha t t hese we re o l d w r i t i ngs and t he re fo re
ou t o f da te . Imag ine , t oo , t ha t t hey had
re fused the fou r gospe ls say ing tha t such
d i v e r s i t y m i g h t e n d a n g e r t h e u n i t y o f f a i t h
and t ha t i t wou ld be p re fe rab le t o r ep lace
them wi th a unique text composed exc lus ive ly
f r o m t h e w o r d s o f o u r L o r d J e s u s . B u t t h e n

one cou ld be t tha t our re l ig ion wou ld have
b e e n c o m p l e t e l y d i f f e r e n t . I t w o u l d p r o b a b l y
h a v e f a l l e n i n t o a s o r t o f g n o s i s , a n
e t h e r e a l f a i t h , p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e o f t h e
l a c k o f h i s t o r i c a l r o o t s . T h e C h u r c h h a s

never been able to separate from the Old
Tes tament ( i n the second cen tu ry i t re fused
to fo l low Marc ion, who wanted to do jus t
that). It has never tried to cover up the
p l u r a l i t y o f t h e g o s p e l n a r r a t i o n s . T h e
r e a s o n i s v e r y s i m p l e : t h e C h r i s t i a n B i b l e ,
i n i t s l i t e r a r y d i v e r s i t y , g u a r a n t e e s t h a t
G o d r e v e a l s h i m s e l f i n h i s t o r y , w h i c h i s
e s s e n t i a l t o C h r i s t i a n i t y . T h e b i b l i c a l
tex ts bear w i tness no t on ly to the Word , bu t
a l s o t o t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f t h i s W o r d i n

t h e c o m m u n i t i e s w h i c h r e c e i v e i t . T h e s e

tex ts are the echo o f the progress o f groups
o f f a i t h t h a t t h e G o d w h o r e v e a l s h i m s e l f

has se t on the pa th . They te l l o f t he hes i
t a t i o n , t h e r e v o l t s , t h e r u p t u r e s , t h e
d i s c o v e r i e s o f a l l t h e s e g r o u p s o f f a i t h f u l
whose h is to ry i s tha t o f the peop le o f God .

To counter the theo log ies wh ich tend to
f o r g e t t h i s " i n c a r n a t e d " d i m e n s i o n o f t h e
Word of God, we speak today, though only

recently, of "narrat ive theology". The
e x p r e s s i o n i s w o r t h w h a t i t ' s w o r t h . W h a t i s
impo r tan t i s t o remember t ha t a Ch r i s t i an ,
in o rder to be l ieve , needs to remember , to
c o m m e m o r a t e , a n d t o t e l l o f i t h i m s e l f . T h e
Word of God coming into history cannot be
g i v e n i n o n e w o r d , b u t r a t h e r i n t h e
S c r i p t u r e s f u l f i l l e d i n J e s u s , t h e m y s t e r y
o f w h i c h i s , t h a n k f u l l y , p r e c i s e l y t o c a r r y
t h e D i v i n e W o r d t o o u r h e a r t s .

F u r t h e r I n f o r m a t i o n : S e r v i c e B i b l i q u e

Evang i l e e t V ie , P ie r re -Mar ie Beaude ,
6 avenue Vavin, 75006 Paris, FRANCE. ■

A H I S T O R Y O F E V E N T S L E A D I N G U P T O

T H E F O U N D I N G O F T H E W O R L D C A T H O L I C

F E D E R A T I O N F O R T H E B I B L I C A L

A P O S T O L A T E / A S I S E E I T

« « « « * « • • * * « « « « « « « « «

Hoaevep aaare an organisation might be of
the need for openness toaards nea ideas and
developments^ from time to time it will also
have to ref lect on i ts origins. In looking
back to the very beginning one becomes and
remains conscious of one's obligations to
wards the original aims of the organisation.

In Bo. 64/6S of our review VOBD-EVEST we

published reports from the two Englishmen
Dom Bernard Orchard and Prof. Reginald
Fuller on the founding of the Federation.
This time Prof. Dr. Otto Enoch presents his
own view of the events leading up to this
important event in which^ as director of the
Catholic Bibl ical Association of Vest
Germany^ he played an important role.

The task of compiling an adequate documen
tation of the early history of the Federa
tion is an important and worthxdiile one.
Already in 1951 Pius Parsch, well known
beyond the borders of Austria as the pioneer
of popular l i turgy and bibl ical apostolate^
wrote: "Now we must set to work get in
contact with the bible movements of other
coun t r i es t o c rea te some fo rm o f f ede ra t i on .
This would lead to a Catholic Vorld Organi
zation for the bihl ical apostolate which
could gradually win over the entire Church"
(Bibel und Liturgie 1951/52). Furthermore,
on 6th October 1964, during the third
assembly of the II. Vatican Council, Bishop
Emil Cekada of Skopge in Jugoslavia recom
mended the setting up, under the auspices of
the Holy See, of an International Bible
Society according to the model of the United
Bible Societ ies for the translat ion and
production of the Bible in all languages.
The concern for an International Catholic
Organization for bible work was already "in
the air", therefore, when the f irst concrete
steps, reported here by Prof. Dr. Enoch,
w e r e t a k e n .

1 . Du r i ng t he I I Va t i can Counc i l t he 80 th
Deutsche Kathol ikentag 1964 (German Cathol ic
C o n g r e s s ) t o o k p l a c e i n S t u t t g a r t . F o l l o w i n g
the recommendation made by Katholisches
B i b e l w e r k ( K B W ) a n d i t s p a t r o n . B i s h o p D r .
C a r l J o s e p h L e i p r e c h t , t h i s C o n g r e s s w a s

g i v e n a b i b l i c a l a n d e c u m e n i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n
i n c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r t h e g o a l s s e t b y t h e
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Counci l . The Kathol ikentag was opened by an
e c u m e n i c a l s e r v i c e o f t h e W o r d , a l i t u r g i a
e t c e l e b r a t i o V e r b i D e i , i n t h e N e c k a r -
s t a d i o n i n S t u t t g a r t . 5 0 , 0 0 0 c o p i e s o f t h e
New Testament with a prologue by Cardinal
B e a w e r e d i s t r i b u t e d . T h e i d e a a n d i t s

realization came from KBW. The campaign
"Katholikentag-Neues-Testament" (complete
w i t h s p e c i a l b i n d i n g ) r e c e i v e d e n t h u s i a s t i c
r e s p o n s e , a l s o o n t h e e c u m e n i c a l l e v e l .

Wi th in the f ramework of the Congress a large
e c u m e n i c a l B i b l e E x h i b i t i o n , a l s o v i s i t e d b y
Cardinal Bea, was held in the Landesgewerbe-
museum (county t rades museum) in Stut tgart .

Ca rd ina l Bea took pa r t i n t he Ka tho l i ken tag
as specia l guest and gave a specia l
ecumen ica l r ecep t i on i n t he Ku rsaa l ,
S t u t t g a r t - B a d C a n n s t a t t , t o w h i c h r e p r e
senta t i ves o f the Wi i r t temberg ische Landes-
k i rche (Regional Church of Wurt temberg) and
t h e W i i r t t e m b e r g i s c h e B i b e l a n s t a l t ( B i b l i c a l
I n s t i t u t e o f W u r t t e m b e r g ) w e r e a l s o i n v i t e d .

I n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h i s K a t h o l i k e n t a g I m e t ,
in my capac i ty as d i rec tor o f KBW, Card ina l
B e a w h o m I i n f o r m e d a b o u t t h e w o r k o f o u r

o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e a f f i l i a t e d b i b l i c a l
a s s o c i a t i o n s o f A u s t r i a a n d S w i t z e r l a n d , a n d
o u r c o n t a c t s w i t h t h e W i i r t t e m b e r g i s c h e
B i b e l a n s t a l t . O n t h i s o c c a s i o n I r e c o m m e n d e d

a meet ing o f such Catho l ic o rgan iza t ions and
a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f p o s s i b l e a r e a s o f
c o o p e r a t i o n a n d c o o r d i n a t i o n .

A f t e r t h i s . C a r d i n a l B e a s t a y e d i n c o n t a c t
w i t h ou r o rgan i za t i on , keep ing us i n f o rmed
a b o u t t h e b i b l i c a l o b j e c t i v e s o f t h e C o u n c i l
and about the i r deve lopment .

H e f i n a l l y v i s i t e d t h e S e c r e t a r i a t o f K B W ,
a t ve ry sho r t no t i ce (2 days ) , on 11 th
Augus t 1966 du r i ng a s tay i n S tu t t ga r t -
N e u h a u s e n w h e r e t h e N o v i c i a t e o f t h e S o u t h

G e r m a n J e s u i t P r o v i n c e w a s s i t u a t e d a t t h a t

t ime . A f te r i n fo rm ing h im abou t t he deve lop
m e n t o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n c e t h e S t u t t g a r t

Kathol ikentag and about the work on the
E i n h e i t s i i b e r s e t z u n g ( I n t e r c o n f e s s i o n a l
T rans la t ion ) wh ich had been s ta r ted in 1962 ,
I again presented to him the proposition of
a meet ing o f a l l comparab le Ca tho l i c
b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n W e s t e r n
Europe. He showed great openness for this
i dea , i n f o rmed me abou t t he b i b l i ca l t asks
o f t h e S e c r e t a r i a t f o r P r o m o t i n g C h r i s t i a n
Uni ty (SPCU), and requested prec ise
i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e a i m s a n d m e t h o d s o f t h e

E i n h e i t s i i b e r s e t z u n g , c o l l a b o r a t i o n o f t h e
P ro tes tan t chu rches , coope ra t i on w i t h t he

Wi i r t t embe rg i sche B ibe lans ta l t , and t he
p r o j e c t o f f o u n d i n g a C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l
I ns t i t u t e t o make use o f t he copy r i gh t s f r om
the Einhei ts i ibersetzung. He then made
provisional plans for a conference of
b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l i n s t i t u t e s i n R o m e a n d

reques ted t ha t i n f o rma t i on be sen t
r e g u l a r l y .

H e a c c o m p a n i e d m e o n a v i s i t t o t h e W i i r t t e m

berg ische B ibe lans ta l t where he expressed
h is hope fo r good coopera t ion in the
p r o d u c t i o n o f s c i e n t i f i c t e x t s , f i n i s h i n g
w i t h t h e v e r y m e a n i n g f u l s e n t e n c e : " I f t h e
c a s e u p t o n o w c o u l d b e s e e n a s : s i d e b y
side and against one another, f rom now on i t
m u s t b e : t o w a r d s e a c h o t h e r a n d o n w a r d s

t o g e t h e r ! " .

S i n c e t h a t t i m e t h e c o n t a c t w i t h C a r d i n a l

B e a h a s r e m a i n e d u n b r o k e n , a s c a n b e s e e n
from documentat ion and correspondence in the
a r c h i v e .

2. From October onwards, efforts were made
in the SPCU to set up a separate department
t o i m p l e m e n t t h e b i b l i c a l o b j e c t i v e s l a i d
d o w n i n C h . 6 o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n D E I •

V E R B U M . T h e A m e r i c a n J e s u i t W a l t e r F . A b b o t ,
e d i t o r o f t h e A m e r i c a n J e s u i t n e w s p a p e r

Amer ica and s ince then we l l acqua in ted w i th
the Amer ican Bib le Soc ie ty and the genera l
s e c r e t a r i a t o f t h e U n i t e d B i b l e S o c i e t i e s i n

N e w Y o r k , w a s e n t r u s t e d w i t h t h i s w o r k .

He kep t in c lose con tac t w i th me ( toge ther
with the German exegete Rev. Dr. Norbert
L o h f i n k , s j , p r o f e s s o r a t t h e P o n t i f i c a l
B i b l i c a l I n s t i t u t e i n R o m e a n d c o l l e a g u e o f
Card ina l Bea and Rev. Abbot ; (c f . cor respon
dence , a l so r epo r t s i n B ibe l und K i r che ) .

3. On 4th October 1966 I sent an expose to
Card ina l Bea concern ing the des i red
c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h t h e U n i t e d B i b l e

S o c i e t i e s . T h e o c c a s i o n f o r t h i s w a s t h e

i n t e n t i o n o f t h e W i i r t t e m b e r g i s c h e

B i b e l a n s t a l t t o i n c l u d e t h e t e x t o f t h e

Vu lgata , wh ich was in the care o f the
P o n t i f i c a l B i b l i c a l I n s t i t u t e , i n i t s
c o l l e c t i o n o f s c i e n t i f i c t e x t s f o r p u b l i c a
t ion. I t r ied to ga in respons ib i l i ty for the
protection of the copyrights of the Vulgata
and thereby to become integrated in the work
o f p u b l i s h i n g s c i e n t i f i c b i b l i c a l t e x t s . I n
th is con tex t I p roposed a meet ing o f
C a t h o l i c b i b l i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i t h t h e
U n i t e d B i b l e S o c i e t i e s i n R o m e .

4. Commencing in October 1966, the SPCU
conducted a survey among al l Cathol ic
b i s h o p s t o d i s c o v e r w h i c h b i b l e t r a n s l a t i o n s
were ava i l ab le , i f t hese had been , o r cou ld
b e , p r e p a r e d i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h
n o n - C a t h o l i c C h r i s t i a n s , w h e t h e r

b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s e x i s t e d ,
and, i f so, whether these had ecumenica l
c o n t a c t s .

I n t h i s c o n t e x t R e v . A b b o t a n n o u n c e d t h r o u g h

R e v . L o h f i n k i n N o v e m b e r / D e c e m b e r 1 9 6 6 h i s

plan to follow up the evaluation of the
questionnaires with a meeting of all Catho
l i c B i b l i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n s a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n s .
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5 . On 5 th June 1967 i n Rome the SPCU,

together wi th the UBS, held a meet ing
attended by members of staff from the SPCU
a n d t h e U B S a s w e l l a s C a t h o l i c b i b l i c a l

e x p e r t s t o i n v e s t i g a t e p o s s i b l e a r e a s o f
c o l l a b o r a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g t h e t r a n s l a t i o n ,

p r o d u c t i o n a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n o f B i b l e s .
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s f o r c h u r c h a u t h o r i t i e s w e r e

se t down concern ing the re la t ionsh ip be tween
t h e B i b l e S o c i e t i e s a n d t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h ,
these being based on recommendations made by
the Kon fe renz de r B ibe lgese l l scha f ten (Con
f e r e n c e o f B i b l e S o c i e t i e s ) i n D r i e b e r g e n /
H o l l a n d i n 1 9 6 4 ( c f . B i b e l u n d K i r c h e 1 9 6 7 ) .
A t th i s meet ing F r . Abbo t gave a b r ie f
r e p o r t o n t h e r e s u l t s o f t h e w o r l d w i d e
survey among Catholic bishops which showed
t h a t 7 0 - 8 0 % w e l c o m e d e c u m e n i c a l b i b l e

t r a n s l a t i o n s .

Negat i ve , on the o ther hand , was the resu l t
o f a mee t ing o f rep resen ta t i ves f rom the
S P C U a n d U B S w i t h l e a d e r s a n d a u t h o r i t i e s

f rom churches in var ious par ts o f Europe as
w e l l a s P o l a n d , R u m a n i a , R u s s i a , C z e c h o s l o

vakia and East Germany. This took place from
l l th -15 th September 1967 in S t . Cergue ,
Switzer land. No concrete agreements were
r e a c h e d c o n c e r n i n g c o l l a b o r a t i o n i n t h e
b i b l i c a l f i e l d ( a c c o r d i n g t o a r e p o r t b y
A b b o t i n t h e a r c h i v e ) .

6 . O n 1 4 t h O c t o b e r 1 9 6 7 F r . A b b o t a n n o u n c e d

tha t t he p lanned mee t i ng o f r ep resen ta t i ves
o f C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n s a n d

b ib l i ca l pub l i sh ing houses was to be he ld on
22nd/23rd Apr i l 1968 in Ar r izz ia near Rome.

7 . F r . A b b o t m a d e k n o w n h i s i n t e n t i o n o f

pay ing a v i s i t t o KBW Stu t tga r t i n Februa ry
1967 and requested the preparat ion of con
t a c t s w i t h t h e W i i r t t e m b e r g i s c h e B i b e l a n s t a l t
a n d w i t h P a s t o r S m a a d a h l , U B S r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
f o r E u r o p e .

At the meeting in the house of KBW we had
about two hours for mutual exchange. I
i n f o r m e d h i m a b o u t t h e w o r k , s t r u c t u r e a n d

object ives of KBW, reported on the ecumeni
c a l s i t u a t i o n i n t h e b i b l i c a l f i e l d i n

Germany, Aust r ia and Swi tzer land -
espec ia l l y t he good con tac t s w i t h t he
Wi i r t t emberg ische B ibe lans ta l t and the
Protestant B ib le Soc ie ty o f Germany - and
f i na l l y b rough t h im up t o da te r ega rd i ng t he
E i n h e i t s u b e r s e t z u n g .

I then presented my p lans for the meet ing in
Rome and earnest ly p leaded for the founding
o f r e g i o n a l o r n a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c b i b l i c a l
a s s o c i a t i o n s . I p a r t i c u l a r l y s u p p o r t e d t h e
v i e w p o i n t t h a t t h e m a i n b i b l i c a l w o r k l i e s ,
o n t h e C a t h o l i c s i d e , i n t h e p a s t o r a l u s a g e
o f t h e B i b l e , a n d t h a t B i b l e d i s t r i b u t i o n i s

o n l y a p r e l i m i n a r y s t e p t o w a r d s t h i s . C l o s e
c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h t h e U B S w a s t h e r e f o r e

d e s i r a b l e , b u t n o t m e m b e r s h i p i n t h e s e .

8 . A b b o t l i s t e n e d a t t e n t i v e l y a n d r e q u e s t e d
an appropr ia te expose fo r the p lanned

m e e t i n g . T h e o f f i c i a l i n v i t a t i o n t o a
meet ing on 22nd/23rd Apr i l 1968 concern ing
t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e a n d c o l l a b o r a t i o n
w i t h o t h e r C h r i s t i a n s , d a t e d 1 5 t h F e b r u a r y
1968, was sent by the Secretary of the SPCU,
Archb ishop J .G . Wi l l eb rands . The Sec re ta ry
o f t h e E a s t G e r m a n b i s h o p s , M s g r . P a u l

D i s s e m o n d , E ^ s t B e r l i n , w a s a l s o i n v i t e d
upon my recommendation. The venue of the
m e e t i n g w a s t h e S e c r e t a r i a t , V i a d e l l ' E r b a ,
R o m e .

9 . In prepara t ion fo r the meet ing I composed
a d o s s i e r a n d s e n t s a m p l e i s s u e s o f o u r

m a g a z i n e s a n d p u b l i c a t i o n s t o t h e S P C U .

10. At the request o f Msgr . H. Sondaa l , a t
t h a t t i m e d i r e c t o r o f t h e D u t c h C a t h o l i c

B i b l i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , I a r r a n g e d a p r e l i m i n
ary d iscuss ion pr io r to the meet ing in Rome
i n o r d e r t o e s t a b l i s h o u r c o m m o n d i r e c t i o n ,

n a m e l y : i n d e p e n d e n t C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l
A s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h p a s t o r a l o b j e c t i v e s , a
U n i v e r s a l C a t h o l i c A l l i a n c e o f t h e s e

a s s o c i a t i o n s a n d c l o s e c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h

the Pro tes tan t s ide , bu t w i thou t membersh ip
in the UBS. A lso : fo r the t ime be ing to se t
t h e s e c r e t a r i a t u p w i t h i n a n e x i s t i n g
o r g a n i z a t i o n a s l o n g a s t h e f i n a n c i a l b a s i s
w a s l i m i t e d , o n l y l a t e r o p e n i n g a n o f f i c e i n
R o m e .

1 1 . S i n c e d o c u m e n t s e x i s t f r o m t h e m e e t i n g
on 22nd/23rd Apri l 1968 in Rome, at which
the Bibelwerk was represented by Fr .
Loh f i nk , F r . Ho f fmann and I , t he re i s no
need o f a de ta i led repor t here . The Dutch
B i b l i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n p r e s e n t e d a s p e c i a l
l i s t o f r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s w h i c h w e r e t h e n

d i s c u s s e d .

Represent ing the KBW, I mysel f supported
these recommenda t ions , espec ia l l y po in t V I :
" E s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l ( f o r t h e

present , European) Catho l ic B ib le Founda
t ion" . Th is sugges t ion was a lso suppor ted by
the representa t ives o f Eng land, Germany,
S w i t z e r l a n d , A u s t r i a a n d I t a l y . A c c o r d i n g t o
a suggest ion made by Fr. Ahern, representa
t i v e o f C a n a d a , t h e n a m e w a s a l t e r e d t o
" C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l P a s t o r a l A s s o c i a t i o n " .
Under this name, a press release was then
pub l i shed on : "Con fe rence o f Ca tho l i c
B i b l i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n s " .

T h i s a l s o m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e o f

4 0 p a r t i c i p a n t s " e x p r e s s e d a d e s i r e t o
e x p l o r e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f f o r m a t i o n o f a n
I n t e r n a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c F e d e r a t i o n f o r t h e

B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e " i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h C h .
6 of DEI VERBUM (easy access to sacred
S c r i p t u r e s h o u l d b e p r o v i d e d f o r a l l ) , a n d
a l s o o f c l o s e r c o l l a b o r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e
v a r i o u s n a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d
i n s t i t u t e s w i t h b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l a i m s . A t
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t h e s a m e t i m e c o l l a b o r a t i o n o f t h e c l o s e s t

poss ib le sor t should be sought wi th the UBS.

A fur ther meet ing was p lanned for 1969 in
Rome, at which the matter of founding such a
Federa t ion was to be inves t iga ted and
dec ided upon . Fo r t h i s mee t i ng t he f o l l ow ing
persons were e lec ted to fo rm a prepara tory
committee known as the "Steering Committee":
Sondaal (Hol land) , Knoch (Germany), Orchard

(England), Penna (Italy) and Rhymer (Eng
land) . The dec is ion was therefore very much
i n l i n e w i t h t h e G e r m a n a n d D u t c h

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

A t t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e m e e t i n g t h e

par t i c ipan ts were rece ived by Card ina l Bea
who expressed his thanks to me for the
p r e p a r a t i o n w o r k a n d f o r t h e b i b l i c a l w o r k
done in Germany, and subsequently by Pope
Pau l V I who expressed h is g ra te fu l joy a t
t h e g r e a t i n t e r e s t s h o w n , a n d e s p e c i a l l y
over the presence of the Genera l Secretary
and o ther lead ing representa t ives o f the UBS
( c f . a l so r epo r t i n B i be l und K i r che 1968
a n d t h e o f f i c i a l p h o t o ) .

12. Af ter the meet ing in Rome, Archbishop
W i l l e b r a n d s a n d F r . A b b o t a s k e d t h e m e m b e r s

o f t he S tee r ing Commi t tee to d i scuss d ra f t
p l a n s f o r t h e s t r u c t u r e a n d c o n s t i t u t i o n o f
a C a t h o l i c b i b l i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s o t h a t

t h e s e c o u l d b e l a i d b e f o r e t h e r e p r e s e n t a

t ives at the next meet ing in Rome. Out o f
c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r t h e I r o n C u r t a i n c o u n

t r i e s , o v e r a l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y w a s g i v e n t o
t h e B i b l i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f t h e N e t h e r

lands. (This workgroup was given the name
Steering Committee.) There were two models
f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n : f i r s t l y , a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l
o rgan i za t i on f i nanced by dona t i ons w i t h a
c e n t r a l o f f i c e i n R o m e , a g e n e r a l s e c r e t a r y
and i t s own bu l l e t i n ( p re fe r red by F r . Abbo t
and Dom Bernard Orchard, the English repre
s e n t a t i v e ) , a n d s e c o n d l y , t h e t r a n s f e r r a l o f
t h e s e c r e t a r i a t t o a n a l r e a d y e x i s t i n g

E u r o p e a n b i b l i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h o u t
a d d i t i o n a l e x p e n s e s u n t i l t h e n a t i o n a l
organizat ions were developed and the means
o f f i n a n c i n g e s t a b l i s h e d ( p r e f e r r e d b y t h e
Ne the r l ands , Germany , Aus t r i a , Sw i t ze r l and
and I taly). Germany recommended the Austr ian
B i b l i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n i n V i e n n a ( s p e c i a l
cons iderat ions be ing openness towards
Eas te rn Eu rope and neu t ra l i t y ) . Fo l l ow ing a
suggest ion by the Nether lands , the nex t
meet ing was held in ear ly summer in Stut t
gart between the Dutch team (Msgr. Sondaal,
P f r . Verbeck and the secre ta ry ) and myse l f ,
M r . G s c h w e n d e r , a n d F r . H o f f m a n n a s s e c r e

t a r y . A t t h i s m e e t i n g t h e s t r u c t u r e o f o u r
m o d e l , b a s e d o n r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s f r o m
Hol land , was es tab l i shed . The two Eng l i sh
representat ives, Dom Orchard and Dr. Rhymer,
v i s i t e d m e f o r d i s c u s s i o n s f r o m 1 2 t h - 1 4 t h

August 1968, 'Dr. Rhymer falling in with my
proposa ls . We then drove together to Box te l ,

Ho l land, where a meet ing o f the Steer ing
C o m m i t t e e p l u s F r . A b b o t w a s h e l d f r o m
15th-16th August . Th is was organized by the
Du tch B ib l i ca l Assoc ia t i on . Sugges t i ons made
f o r t h e f u t u r e s t r u c t u r e o f o r g a n i z a t i o n

encompassed two plans. A: Establ ishment of a
ve ry ac t i ve sec re ta r ia t i n Rome led by a
dynamic Executive Committee, and B: The
s tep-by-s tep deve lopment o f the p lanned
F e d e r a t i o n ( c f . r e p o r t b y F r . A b b o t ,
3 0 . 1 0 . 1 9 6 8 , i n t h e a r c h i v e ) .

An impo r tan t f ac to r was t ha t , a l ong w i t h t he
production and distribution of good,
e c u m e n i c a l l y r e c o g n i z e d b i b l e e d i t i o n s ,
equal weight should be g iven to the
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f n a t i o n a l b i b l i c a l

a s s o c i a t i o n s .

(As was la te r seen, in sp i te o f be ing accep
t e d i n 1 9 6 9 P l a n A w a s n e v e r r e a l l y p u t i n t o

p r a c t i c e o w i n g t o t h e l a c k o f a f i n a n c i a l
b a s i s - F r . A b b o t ' s i n t e n t i o n o f f i n d i n g a n
Amer i can sponso r w i l l i ng t o dona te 1 m i l l i on
d o l l a r s a s s t a r t i n g c a p i t a l b e i n g u n r e a l i z
a b l e - a n d b e c a u s e t h e V a t i c a n w a s n o t

prepared to accept the secretariat and give
it a place within its own organization.)

The concept itself therefore continued to
bear the stamp of the Dutch and
G e r m a n - s p e a k i n g b i b l i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s .

13. On 15th April 1969 in Rome the "World
Federation for the Biblical Apostolate" was
f o u n d e d w i t h i n t h e f r a m e w o r k o f a n e w ,

comprehensive meeting held by the SPCU under
the auspices of Cardinal Willebrands (as
s u c c e s s o r t o C a r d i n a l B e a ) . P l a n A w a s

accepted as the basic model. I myself was
e l e c t e d i n t o t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e a s

representative of the German-speaking
b i b l i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s . K a r d i n a l K o n i g w a s

e lec ted p res i den t , and D r . Jo rge Me j i a ,
secretary of the Latin American Episcopal
Conferences, was e lected chai rman. Fr . Abbot
was nom ina ted gene ra l sec re ta ry ( c f . r epo r t
i n B i b e l u n d k i r c h e 1 9 6 9 ) .

The f i r s t meet ing o f the Execut ive Commi t tee
took p lace in K los terneuburg near V ienna
from 15th-27th September 1969, in the rooms
of the monastery connected wi th the secre
t a r i a t o f t h e A u s t r i a n B i b l i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n .
The main points of discussion were how to
f i n a n c e t h e w o r k o f t h e s e c r e t a r i a t a n d h o w
t o s t i m u l a t e t h e v a r i o u s b i s h o p s ' c o n f e r
ences to se t up na t i ona l o r reg iona l
biblical-pastoral centres. The hope that the
f i n a n c i a l l y w e l l - s i t u a t e d K l o s t e r n e u b u r g
monas te ry migh t poss ib ly cover the cos ts o f
t h e W C F B A s e c r e t a r i a t w e r e u n f o r t u n a t e l y n o t
t o b e r e a l i z e d .

I myself tried to obtain funds from Missio
(Aachen) and Adveniat (Essen) for the
b ib l i ca l -pas to ra l p l ans o f t he WCFBA.
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H a p p i l y , b o t h o r g a n i z a t i o n s e x p r e s s e d t h e i r
w i l l i n g n e s s t o c o o p e r a t e .

1 4 . T h e W C F B A E x e c u t i v e C o i r a n i t t e e h e l d i t s

second meeting in Rome from 18th-22nd May
1970. Three work groups were elected to deal
w i t h q u e s t i o n s o f m e m b e r s h i p , b i b l i c a l

aposto la te and f inance. Fr . Dom Orchard,
osb, was nominated new general secretary.
T h e s e c r e t a r i a t e s t a b l i s h e d i t s e l f i n t h e

G e n e r a l a t e o f t h e S a l e t t i n e r . I n a c c o r d a n c e

w i t h a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n m a d e b y F r . A b b o t , M r .
James Lynch of Boston was given the posit ion
o f t r e a s u r e r . T h e m a i n t a s k w a s n o w t o

prepare the next Plenary Assembly of the
members in 1971 (c f . repor t in B ibe l und
K i r c h e 1 9 7 0 ) .

1 5 . T h e f i r s t b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l s e m i n a r

organized by the WCFBA was held in Rocca di
Papa near Rome from 6th-19th July 1971. The
main points of the programme were the state
o f b i b l i c a l s c h o l a r s h i p , t h e b i b l i c a l - p a s
t o r a l s i t u a t i o n i n t h e d i f f e r e n t c a t h o l i c

reg ions (o ld and new wor ld , deve lop ing
c o u n t r i e s , m i s s i o n c o u n t r i e s ) , a n d t h e
p o s s i b i l i t y o f s t a r t i n g n a t i o n a l o r r e g i o n a l
c e n t r e s f o r t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e . T h e
q u e s t i o n o f c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h t h e
P r o t e s t a n t b i b l e s o c i e t i e s w a s a l s o d e a l t

w i t h . T h e l e c t u r e s g i v e n a t t h i s s e m i n a r
have been published as a separate volume.
T h e B i b l e i s f o r a l l , ( J . R h y m e r , E d i t o r ,
Co l l i ns Pub l i she rs , London , 1973 , 190pp . ,
paperback. Repor t in B ibe l und K i rche 1971) .

1 6 . A s i t b e c a m e e v i d e n t t h a t t h e W C F B A

secretar iat in Rome could no longer be main
t a i n e d , t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e d e c i d e d i n
1 9 7 3 t o t r a n s f e r t h e o f f i c e t o S t u t t g a r t ,
West Germany,- using part of the bui ld ing

belonging to the KBW. The new general
secre ta ry ( f rom 1973) , F r . John van der
Va lk , ra ised the necessary funds and
completed the move. Through my contacts with
M i s s i o ( A a c h e n ) a n d A d v e n i a t ( E s s e n ) a s w e l l
as w i th fund ing agenc ies in Aus t r ia and
S w i t z e r l a n d , i t w a s p o s s i b l e t o r e o r g a n i z e
t h e s e c r e t a r i a t a s a n i n f o r m a t i o n , p l a n n i n g
a n d e v a l u a t i o n o f f i c e f o r b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l
p r o j e c t s . A t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e K a t h o l i s c h e
B ibe lans ta l t GmbH, S tu t tga r t , wh ich was
founded in 1967, agreed that some of the
proceeds emerging f rom the copyr ights which
i t h e l d f o r t h e E i n h e i t s i i b e r s e t z u n g s h o u l d
b e u s e d t o s u p p o r t b i b l i c a l p r o j e c t s . I n
1 9 7 4 F r . v a n d e r V a l k t r a n s f e r r e d t h e W C F B A

s e c r e t a r i a t t o r o o m s o n t w o f l o o r s o f a

b u i l d i n g e s p e c i a l l y b o u g h t f o r t h e p u r p o s e
i n t h e M i t t e l s t r a B e 1 2 .

The move to Stu t tgar t made i t poss ib le to
save the WCFBA as an organizat ion, after
a t t e m p t s t o e s t a b l i s h i t i n t h e V a t i c a n h a d
f a i l e d . T h i s i s t h e m e r i t o f t h e K B W

S t u t t g a r t . P l a n B s h o w e d i t s e l f h e r e t o b e

t h e m o r e r e a l i s t i c o f t h e t w o . F r o m t h i s
t ime on, everything depended on capable
general secretaries and the clever policy of
the Execu t i ve Commi t tee to s low ly bu t sure ly
es tab l i sh t he a ims and ob jec t i ves o f t he
W C F B A i n t h e u n i v e r s a l C a t h o l i c C h u r c h

i t s e l f .

P R O F . D R . O T T O K N O C H _

P A S S A U ■

* * « * * • « * * * * * « • * « *

Read the Bible - Pray the Rosary

« « * * * « * « « « « * * * * * *

Many Catholics^ ea^pecially in certain
c o u n t r i e s t l i k e t o u s e t h e R o s a r y f o r
praying. The custom of meditating the
"mysteries" of the life of Jesus by reciting
over the half scores of rosary beads has
already made the rosary into a gospel
prayer. In the Philippines, where the Rosary
is particularly popular among the faithful^
pastoral leaders are trying to emphasize its
" b i b l i c a l " c h a r a c t e r . T h u s t h e J o h n P a u l I
Biblical Center of Vigan has proposed that
recitation of the Rosary be accompanied by a
preliminary reading taken from the Gospels
and the insertion^ in the recitation of the
Hail MarySy of a short "meditation clause"
echoing the chosen reading. The Rosary
becomes a means among others for making the
Bible "the basic book, of prayer" for the
faithfuly the wish expressed by Pope Paul
VI. The followingy by way of exampley is a
document composed by this centre.

This document recalls f irst of al l the fact
that the Rosary is a Marial Prayer centred
o n C h r i s t - i t i s i n d e e d J e s u s w h o i s t h e
central point of the Rosary meditation - and
then gives direct ions. In order to revivi fy
the recitation of the Rosaryy which often
threatens to become mechanicaly the mystery
i s m e n t i o n e d - i n a s h o r t m e d i t a t i o n c l a u s e
- after the name of Jesus in each Hail Mary.
For exampley the actual recitation of the
third glorious mystery would be like this:
"... and blessed is the fruit of your womby
Jesusy who sent us the Holy Spirit. Holy
Maryy mother of Cody pray for us sinners
...". Of coursey an explanation of this kind
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of Scriptural Rosary must be given to the
people. There is no use in introducing it
without prior instruction. This method is
proposed for common recitation of the
Rosary^ but also applicable to individual
r e c i t a t i o n .

Proposed pattern

1. Start with a song.

2. Read the scripture text from which the
"mysteries" or meditation clauses will
b e t a k e n .

3. A short commentary or meditative reflec
tions on the reading may be given^ or a
Bible Sharing on the text may take
place.

4. The actual recitation of the Rosary:

a) The introduction: the Creeds the three
Hail Marys for an increase of faith,
hope and charity, and the Glory be.

b ) T h e d e c a d e s :
.1 First the meditat ion topic is
announced. For example: "^le meditate on
Jesus who i s t he b read o f l i f e " ;

.2 Then the Our Father; the Hail Mary
ten times, each time with the meditation
clause inserted after the name of Jesus.
For example: "... and blessed is the
fruit of your womb, Jesus who said: 'I
am the bread of life'.
Glory to the Father ...
0 my Jesus ...

.3 According to custom the litany of the
Virgin Mary, the "Hail holy Queen ..."
or other prayers may be added.

5 . Conc lude w i th a song .

The Rosaru based on the Gospel of Luke

By way of example, the John Paul I Biblical
Center suggests that the Rosary Prayer be
based on an entire Gospel. The following 31
passages (one for each day of the month of
October of liturgical cycle C) are all taken
from the Gospel according to St. Luke. They
are grouped according to five main themes.
After the scriptural reference a summary of
the passage is given which brings out the
c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e s e l e c t e d t e x t a n d t h e
theme of the section. Then the five medita
tion clauses are proposed for the insertion
into each "Hail Mary" after the name of
Jesus. The following meditation clauses are,
however, only suggestions and may be modi
f ied or subst i tuted.

"WHO DO YOU SAY I AM?"

* 1. Lk 1:26-38 Son of Mary - Son of God

a. Whose coming was revealed to you by an
a n g e l ;

b. Whom you conceived by the overshadowing
o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t ;

c. Who is holy and the Son of God;
d. Who is k ing of the house of David;
e. Whose kingdom wil l never end.

* 2 . Lk 2 :1-21 A baby in the manger -

S a v i o u r , C h r i s t t h e L o r d
a. Who was born under Emperor Augustus in

the town of k ing David;
b. Whose bir th the angels announced to the

shepherds ;
c. Whom the shepherds found wrapped in

c lo ths and l y ing in a manger ;
d. At whose bir th angels and shepherds sang

t h e p r a i s e s o f G o d ;
e . W h o i s S a v i o u r , C h r i s t a n d L o r d .

* 3 . L k 2 : 2 2 - 4 0 L i g h t t o t h e G e n t i l e s -

g l o r y t o I s r a e l
a . W h o m y o u t o o k t o t h e t e m p l e t o p r e s e n t

h i m t o t h e L o r d ;

b. Whom Simeon took into his arms giving
t h a n k s t o G o d ;

c . W h o i s t h e l i g h t o f a l l n a t i o n s ;
d . W h o i s d e s t i n e d f o r t h e f a l l a n d r i s i n g

of many;
e. About whom Anna spoke to al l wai t ing for

redempt ion.

* 4 . L k 2 : 4 1 - 5 2 " Y o u r F a t h e r a n d I . . . "

" . . . i n F a t h e r ' s h o u s e "

a. Who stayed behind in the Temple without
y o u r k n o w i n g i t ;

b. Whom you sought for three days with
a n x i e t y ;

c. Who said: " I must be in my Father 's
house" ;

d. Whom you did not understand;
e. Who went with you to Nazareth and was

obed ien t to you.

* 5. Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 He, upon whom the

H o l y S p i r i t d e s c e n d e d , w i l l b a p t i z e
w i t h t h e H o l y S p i r i t

a . Whose sanda l s t raps John fe l t un f i t t o
l o o s e n ;

b . W h o b a p t i z e s w i t h t h e H o l y S p i r i t ;
c . Who prayed a f ter h is bapt ism;
d. On whom the Holy Spir i t descended l ike a

d o v e ;
e. Who was proclaimed as God's Son by the

h e a v e n l y v o i c e .

* 6 . L k 4 : 1 - 1 3 S o n o f G o d - t e m p t e d b y t h e

d e v i l

a . W h o r e t u r n e d f r o m t h e J o r d a n f u l l o f t h e

H o l y S p i r i t ;
b . Who was led by the Sp i r i t in to the

w i l d e r n e s s ;
c . Who was tempted by the devi l for for ty

d a y s ;
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d. Who overcame temptat ion by trust ing and
obeying God;

e . W h o s e v i c t o r y m a k e s u s v i c t o r i o u s o v e r
S a t a n .

* 7. Lk 4:16-30 Sent to procla im Good News
- p rophe t no t accep ted

a. Who was ano in ted wi th the Holy Sp i r i t ;
b. Who was sent to proclaim the Good News to

the poo r ;
c . Who was sent to set capt ives f ree;
d. Who was held to be the son of Joseph;
e. Who was not accepted in his own country.

* 8 . Lk 9 :28 -36 Wi th Moses and E l i j ah -
t h e c h o s e n S o n

a. Who went up on a mountain to pray;
b. Who in prayer accepted the "must" of h is

s u f f e r i n g ;
c. Who conversed with Moses and Eli jah about

h i s d e a t h i n J e r u s a l e m ;
d. Whose suffer ing was not understood by his

d i s c i p l e s ;
e . W h o i s G o d ' s c h o s e n S o n t o w h o m w e h a v e

t o l i s t e n .

G E T T I N G T O K N O W E A C H O T H E R

F u l l M e m b e r

G H A N A : N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c S e c r e t a r i a t ,

Depar tment o f Pastora l Care.

The Bishops' Conference of Ghana, member of
t h e F e d e r a t i o n s i n c e 1 9 7 2 , h a s s e t u p a

s p e c i a l " B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e S e c t i o n " w i t h i n
t h e P a s t o r a l C a r e D e p a r t m e n t o f t h e N a t i o n a l
C a t h o l i c S e c r e t a r i a t . T h i s i s n o i s o l a t e d

uni t but a way through which the Department
o f P a s t o r a l C a r e f u l f i l s i t s p o l i c y o f
i n v o l v i n g t h e B i b l e i n a l l i t s a c t i v i t i e s .

U n t i r i n g w o r k o n B i b l e t r a n s l a t i o n s a n d t h e
r e v i s i o n o f t e x t s o v e r m a n y y e a r s h a s p r o
duced marked success in a growing awareness
t h a t t h e W o r d o f G o d m u s t h a v e i t s p l a c e i n
a l l C a t h o l i c g a t h e r i n g s , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e

meet ings of Lay and Youth associat ions. The
a i m i s t o p r o m o t e a d e v o t i o n a l r e a d i n g w h i c h
de te rm ines t he day t o day l i f e o f t he
p e o p l e .

T h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l p r o
gramme is the Catechet ical Programme for
C h r i s t i a n I n i t i a t i o n o f A d u l t s w h i c h i s

prepared by the Catechet ica l Commission of
the B ishops ' Conference fo r the who le o f
G h a n a . T w o v o l u m e s o u t o f a s e r i e s o f s i x

have been publ ished so far . There are a lso
d iocesan and loca l p rogrammes, espec ia l l y in
t h e C e n t r e f o r S p i r i t u a l R e n e w a l i n t h e
D i o c e s e o f K u m a s i .

A growing challenge comes from sects and

g r o u p s w h i c h p o u r f u n d a m e n t a l i s t i c l i t e r a
t u r e i n t o t h e c o u n t r y . L o w p r i c e d b u t a t
t r a c t i v e S c r i p t u r e p u b l i c a t i o n s a r e n e e d e d
to compe te w i t h t h i s ava lanche (po r t i ons ,
themes , med i ta t i ons , e tc ) . A lso needed a re
r e s o u r c e m a t e r i a l s f o r B i b l e s t u d y f o r l a y
associat ions and movements. Noth ing note

w o r t h y i s b e i n g p u b l i s h e d i n G h a n a i t s e l f
ow ing t o l ack o f f unds , and - excep t f o r i n
M a j o r S e m i n a r i e s - n o t m u c h l i t e r a t u r e I s
b r o u g h t i n .

B i b l i c a l f o r m a t i o n o f l a y l e a d e r s i n t h e
v a r i o u s m o v e m e n t s a n d a s s o c i a t i o n s i s o f

p r imary impor tance w i th in the Loca l Church .
Mos t lay persons read the Scr ip tu res in a
v e r y f u n d a m e n t a l i s t i c a n d l i t e r a l s e n s e a n d
h a v e n o i d e a a b o u t e x e g e t i c a l d a t a . B i b l i c a l
a p o s t o l a t e a c t i v i t i e s f o r t h e n e x t f e w y e a r s
have there fo re been p rede te rmined : con t inu
o u s e f f o r t t o s e n s i b i l i z e t h e l a y a s s o c i a
t i o n s t o t h e u s e o f S c r i p t u r e a n d a t t h e
same t ime formation programmes for the
char i smat i c and p raye r g roups a l l ove r the

count ry . A na t iona l an imat ion team led by an
ep iscopa l an ima to r and p romote r t r i es to
c o v e r t h i s a r e a a n d a l s o t o r e a c h o u t t o t h e

p r i e s t s a n d r e l i g i o u s .

F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n :

R e v . D r . H e n k C . J . B o n k e , w f
N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c S e c r e t a r i a t

Depar tment of Pastora l Care
B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e S e c t i o n
P . O . B o x 9 7 1 2

Ai rpor t -Accra, GHANA

F u l l M e m b e r :

J A P A N : E P I S C O P A L B I B L E C O H M I T T E E O F J A P A N

The Episcopal Bib le Commit tee, fu l l member
o f t h e W C F B A s i n c e 1 9 7 2 , i s c o m p o s e d o f t w o

b i shops , f i ve b i b l e scho la r s and two expe r t s
o n t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e .

T h e E c u m e n i c a l B i b l e t r a n s l a t i o n , b e g u n i n

1972, is considered by the Committee as the
m o s t i m p o r t a n t m i l e s t o n e f o r t h e b i b l i c a l

a p o s t o l a t e i n t h e c o u n t r y . S p e c i a l c o m m i t
t e e s w e r e a p p o i n t e d : T r a n s l a t o r s C o m m i t t e e ,
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Redact ion Commit tee, Terminology Commit tee,
Japanese Language Committee and Executive
Committee. The New Testament already
appeared in 1978. The Old Testament and a
r e v i s e d e d i t i o n o f t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t w i t h

D e u t e r o c a n o n i c a l B o o k s a r e s c h e d u l e d f o r

p u b l i c a t i o n t h i s E a s t e r . T h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f
the Ecumenical Translat ion was accompanied
b y t h e i n f o r m a t i o n l e a f l e t " E c u m e n i c a l B i b l e
Trans la t ion News" publ ished f rom 1973 to
1 9 8 4 .

One of the main goals of the Bible Committee
i s t h e t r a i n i n g o f a s u f f i c i e n t n u m b e r o f
B i b l e s c h o l a r s a n d b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e
e x p e r t s . O n n a t i o n a l a n d r e g i o n a l l e v e l s
B ib le S tudy Sess ions w i th the B ib le as the
cen t ra l t heme a re p lanned fo r p r ies ts and
lay leaders . Up un t i l now a l l energy has
b e e n s p e n t o n t h e E c u m e n i c a l T r a n s l a t i o n o f
t h e B i b l e a n d t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f B i b l e
W e e k .

The efforts made over many years in the
b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e a r e n o w b e a r i n g r i c h
f ru i t . Awareness o f the impor tance o f DEI
VERBUM, especial ly Chapter 6, has brought
about a change in the menta l i t y o f the
J a p a n e s e C a t h o l i c s . A v a l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n
i s a l s o t h e a n n u a l B i b l e w e e k , h e l d s i n c e
1 9 7 2 . T h e B i b l e f i n a l l y o c c u p i e s i t s d u e
p l a c e i n t h e h e a r t s o f C a t h o l i c s a n d a l s o i n
t h e C h u r c h .

H o w e v e r , t h e r e i s s t i l l m u c h t o b e d o n e .
The re i s g rea t need fo r t he p roduc t i on o f
b i b l i c a l b a c k g r o u n d l i t e r a t u r e w i t h s i m p l e
e x p l a n a t i o n s o f s a c r e d S c r i p t u r e . I n t u r n ,
t h i s r e q u i r e s t h a t p a s t o r s a n d l a y l e a d e r s
b e t r a i n e d a s b i b l i c a l s c h o l a r s . A v i s i o n o f

the B ib le as -a whole is o f ten lack ing - the
c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e e v e n t s a n d c e l e b r a

t i o n s o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t a n d t h e N e w . T h e

B ib le Commi t tee in tends to prov ide he lp by
way of the a l ready ment ioned Bib le Study
S e s s i o n s .

I n f o r m a t i o n p r o v i d e d b y :
Msgr . Peter S. H i ra ta , B ishop o f Fukuoka
C/o Episcopal Bible Commit tee of Japan
10-1 Rokubancho, Chiyoda-Ku
Tokyo 102, Japan.

work, but over the years Regional and
D i o c e s a n B i b l e C e n t e r s h a v e a l s o b e e n

o rgan i zed .

The "Bible for Every Family" programme aims
at making God's Word better known to Catho
l i c s . T h i s i s a l s o t h e r e a s o n f o r t h e

e f f o r t s m a d e t o t r a n s l a t e t h e B i b l e i n t o a s

many loca l languages as poss ib le . Indeed,
t r a n s l a t i o n , p r o d u c t i o n a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n o f
t h e B i b l e r e p r e s e n t a m a j o r s e c t o r w i t h i n

b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l w o r k . T h r e e t y p e s o f
i n t r o d u c t o r y B i b l e c o u r s e a r e o f f e r e d :
th ree-day Bas ic B ib le Seminars , one-day
Basic Animat ion Seminars and three-day Bib le
F a c i l i t a t o r s ' S e m i n a r s f o r p a s t o r a l l e a d e r s .
A great many people, both young and old,
t a k e p a r t i n t h e s e c o u r s e s , a n d i t i s
through them that lay people become
m i n i s t e r s o f t h e W o r d .

T h e P h i l i p p i n e s p l a y e d a n a c t i v e r o l e i n t h e

o rgan i za t i on o f t he F i r s t As ian Workshop f o r
the Biblical Apostolate, held in Hong Kong
i n O c t o b e r 1 9 8 5 . T h i s w a s f o l l o w e d i n F e b r u

ary 1986 by the First National Workshop for
the Biblical Apostolate. One of the greatest
needs is for a deeper but simple explanation
of the Word of God for the people now that
so much in terest has been generated in th is
regard. Also needed is a way of counter
a c t i n g t h e f u n d a m e n t a l i s t i c a p p r o a c h t o t h e
B i b l e b y d i f f e r e n t P r o t e s t a n t s e c t s , a c a u s e
of much worry at the present t ime.

F o r t h e f u t u r e w e s t i l l h a v e i m p o r t a n t t a s k s
t o f u l f i l : t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f m o r e

diocesan centres, the formation of lay
m i n i s t e r s o f t h e W o r d , t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f
t e x t s a n d a r t i c l e s f o r t h e p r o p e r
unde rs tand ing o f Sc r i p tu res and the
i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e i n
t h e f o r m a t i o n o f p r i e s t s a n d r e l i g i o u s .

I n f o r m a t i o n p r o v i d e d b y :
B i s h o p C i r i l o A l m a r i o
C/o Catholic Bishops' Conference of the
P h i l i p p i n e s
P . O . B o x 3 6 0 1 M a n i l a

P H I L I P P I N E S

F u l l M e m b e r :

THE PHILIPPINES, Episcopal Commission for
t h e B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e .

The Ep iscopa l Commiss ion fo r the B ib l i ca l
A p o s t o l a t e , f o r m e r l y B i s h o p s ' B i b l e
Commit tee, be longed in Apr i l 1969 to the
founding members of the WCFBA. Original ly
t h e N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c B i b l e C e n t e r i n M a n i l a

w a s t h e s e r v i c e a r m f o r p r a c t i c a l b i b l e

F u l l M e m b e r :

S R I L A N K A : N A T I O N A L C A T E C H E T I C A L L I T U R G I C A L

B I B L I C A L C E N T R E , C o l o m b o , S r i L a n k a

The B ishops ' Con fe rence o f S r i Lanka , fu l l
m e m b e r o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n s i n c e 1 9 7 2 , h a s

d e l e g a t e d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r b i b l i c a l w o r k
t o t h e N a t i o n a l C a t e c h e t i c a l L i t u r g i c a l
B i b l i c a l C e n t r e . W i t h i t s f u l l - t i m e d i r e c t o r

and e igh t s ta f f members , i t opera tes under
the auspices of an ep iscopal commiss ion.
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T h e B i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l i m p u l s e s r a d i a t i n g
f rom th i s cen t re a re mak ing themse lves fe l t

th roughout the en t i re Church o f Sr i Lanka. A
m i l e s t o n e i n b i b l i c a l w o r k o n t h e i s l a n d w a s

t he F i r s t Na t i ona l Workshop on t he B ib l i ca l
Apostolate f rom 14-17 October 1986 under the
t h e m e " T h e B i b l e i n t h e l i f e o f t h e C h u r c h

o f S r i L a n k a " . T h e f i n a l s t a t e m e n t o f t h i s

meeting (published in BULLETIN DEI VERBUM
No. 2 , pp . 13 -14 ) shou ld b r i ng new l i f e i n to
t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e o f t h e L o c a l C h u r c h .

C l o s e c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h t h e C e y l o n B i b l e

Society has a lways been of the greatest
impor tance and has resu l ted in the pub l i ca
t i o n o f a c o m m o n t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e f u l l

B i b l e , i n c l u d i n g t h e D e u t e r o c a n o n i c a l s , i n
the Sinhalese language. The main goals of
t h e c e n t r e a r e t o m a k e C a t h o l i c s m o r e

f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e B i b l e s o t h a t i t b e c o m e s

the i r da i l y b read and to make the B ib le
f r e e l y a v a i l a b l e t o a l l C a t h o l i c s . T o
fu r the r t h i s a im the campa ign "Eve ry fam i l y
a B i b l e " w a s g i v e n p r i o r i t y t h i s y e a r . T h e
m a i n a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e c e n t r e c o v e r

p u b l i c a t i o n a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n o f s a c r e d
S c r i p t u r e , t r a i n i n g o f p a s t o r a l l e a d e r s ,
g r e a t e r u s e o f t h e B i b l e i n t h e l i t u r g y a n d
cateches is , and cor respondence courses fo r
b o t h a d u l t s a n d c h i l d r e n .

P r o j e c t s w h i c h h a v e p r o v e d p a r t i c u l a r l y
s u c c e s s f u l a r e t h e b i b l i c a l c o r r e s p o n d e n c e
c o u r s e s w i t h 6 0 l e s s o n s f o r a d u l t s a n d 2 5

f o r ch i l d ren , t he p rov i s i on o f good books on
t h e B i b l e f o r t h e c l e r g y a n d r e l i g i o u s , t h e
t r a n s l a t i o n a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e B i b l e i n

S i n h a l e s e i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h t h e C e y l o n
Bib le Soc ie ty (15,000 cop ies have been so ld
and another 8 ,000 are be ing pr in ted) and the
a n n u a l " B i b l e Q u i z " . B e s i d e s t h e b i b l i c a l
correspondence courses an Engl ish language
q u a r t e r l y m a g a z i n e " C a t e c h e t i c a l , L i t u r g i
c a l , B i b l i c a l R e v i e w " i s p u b l i s h e d .

I n o rde r t o suppo r t t he e f f o r t s o f t he Cen
tre the b ishops publ ished a common pastoral
l e t t e r o n t h e o c c a s i o n o f N a t i o n a l B i b l e

Week . However , there a re s t i l l p rob lems to
b e f a c e d . T h e r e i s a l a c k o f a t t r a c t i v e

p o p u l a r l i t e r a t u r e i n t h e v e r n a c u l a r l a n
guages (Sinhalese and Tamil) and a lack of
f unds to p roduce th i s l i t e ra tu re and expand
p u b l i c a t i o n s . F u r t h e r m o r e , a t h r e a t i s p o s e d
by fundamenta l i s ts who, equ ipped w i th B ib les
a n d a t t r a c t i v e l i t e r a t u r e , v i s i t t h e h o m e s

o f C a t h o l i c s w i t h t o o l i t t l e k n o w l e d g e o f
t h e B i b l e t o d e f e n d t h e i r C a t h o l i c f a i t h .

T h e m a i n n e e d s o f t h e C h u r c h i n S r i L a n k a

can be l i s ted as fo l l ows : Easy gu ides fo r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e S c r i p t u r e s , l i t e r a t u r e f o r
deepe r b i b l e s t udy i n t he l oca l l anguages ,
fo rmat ion o f B ib le d i scuss ion g roups and the
t ra in ing o f l eade rs f o r t hese , and a way o f
c rea t i ng awareness tha t t he B ib le i s no t so
much a source book for exeget ica l s tudy but

m o r e a f o r m o f n o u r i s h m e n t f o r d a i l y l i f e
and prayer .

The cent re has p lanned var ious concrete

p ro jec ts fo r t he coming yea r . These i nc lude
expanding the correspondence courses,
f o rm ing pa r i sh B ib l e d i scuss ion g roups ,
conduct ing B ib le seminars , produc ing mass
media programmes on the Bible and increasing
e c u m e n i c a l c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h t h e C e y l o n
B i b l e S o c i e t y w h i c h c e l e b r a t e s i t s 1 7 5 t h
a n n i v e r s a r y i n 1 9 8 7 . F u r t h e r m o r e , p r i o r i t y
i s t o b e g i v e n t o t h e b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l

t r a i n i n g o f f u t u r e p r i e s t s , l a y o r g a n i z a
t ions are to be encouraged to make the Bible
t h e s o u r c e a n d i n s p i r a t i o n o f t h e i r w o r k ,
and ch i ldren are to be taught to read and
l e a r n t h e B i b l e a t a n e a r l y a g e .

I n f o r m a t i o n p r o v i d e d b y :
Rev. Alex Dassanayake
N a t i o n a l D i r e c t o r , N C L B C

1 1 , B o r e l l a C r o s s R o a d
C o l o m b o 8

S R I L A N K A

F u l l m e m b e r :

TOGO: CENTRE BIBLIQUE DE LCME (CEBILO)

T h e B i b l i c a l C e n t r e o f L o m e ( C E B I L O ) h a s

b e e n a m e m b e r o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n s i n c e 1 9 7 8 .

S ta r ted one year be fore under the leadersh ip
o f i t s f o u n d e r F r . D i e t e r S k w e r e s , s v d , a n d
w i t h a t e a m o f s t a f f t a k e n f r o m l o c a l

r e l i g i o u s o r d e r s a n d q u a l i f i e d d i o c e s a n
c l e r g y , t h e C e n t r e p r o v i d e s m a n y b i b l i c a l -
pas to ra l a i ds and ma te r i a l s wh i ch f o r yea rs
n o w h a v e b e e n w e l c o m e f a r b e y o n d t h e b o r d e r s
o f t h e c o u n t r y . T h e A f r i c a n c o n t e x t , t h e
A f r i c a n c o n t r i b u t i o n t o w a r d s u n d e r s t a n d i n g
t h e B i b l e , a n d t h e n e e d s o f t h e L o c a l C h u r c h

were o f t he g rea tes t impor tance fo r t he
b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l d i r e c t i o n o f t h e C e n t r e
r i g h t f r o m t h e v e r y b e g i n n i n g . T h e i n t e n t i o n
was to p rov ide access to sacred Scr ip tu re
a n d t o d i v i n e r e v e l a t i o n i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h

t h e A f r i c a n m e n t a l i t y . L e c t u r e s , B i b l e

c o u r s e s a n d b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l p u b l i c a t i o n s
se rve th i s pu rpose .

E c o u t e z e t A n n o n c e z ( L i s t e n a n d P r o c l a i m ) , a

month ly F rench- language pub l i ca t ion now in
i ts n in th year , has more than 2 ,000 pay ing
s u b s c r i b e r s i n 1 5 F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g c o u n t r i e s
o f A f r i c a . F o l l o w i n g t h e l i t u r g i c a l y e a r ,
the b ib l i ca l tex ts o f each Sunday and o f the
major feas t days are exp la ined fo r the use
o f p r e a c h e r s . F u r t h e r m o r e , c o n c r e t e

p r o p o s a l s a r e m a d e o n h o w t o s t r u c t u r e t h e
s e r v i c e o f t h e W o r d f o r t h e l i t u r g y .

S i n c e c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h t h e p u b l i s h i n g
h o u s e V e r b u m B i b l e i n K i n s h a s a / Z a i r e s t a r t e d
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in 1982, other publications such as the
youth prayer book "The Lord is my Saviour",
"Bibl ical Personali t ies", "The Bible and the
Catholic Faith", etc, have also been widely
distributed in other French-speaking African
c o u n t r i e s .

All four dioceses in the country make use of
the services offered by the Centre in their
v a r i o u s b i b l i c a l e v e n t s f o r p r i e s t s ,
r e l i g i ous o rde rs and l ay peop le . Rad io
programmes are also prepared by CEBILO.

The lack of qualif ied staff hampers l ively
and cont inu ing b ib l ica l -pastora l ac t iv i ty .
M a n y p u b l i c a t i o n s h a v e i n s u f f i c i e n t

t heo log i ca l dep th . One wou ld a l so l i ke t o
see the development of a greater mutual
enrichment between biblical scholarship,
spiri tual reading and Bible reading within
t h e f r a m e w o r k o f t h e C h u r c h .

The re i s ce r ta i n l y no l ack o f p rob lems . O f

p a r t i c u l a r m e n t i o n h e r e a r e B i b l e t r a n s l a
t i o n s i n l o c a l l a n g u a g e s , c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h
the B ib le Soc ie ty and a way o f counterac t ing
the sects and movements (a lso Cathol ic)
w h i c h u s e t h e B i b l e i n a f u n d a m e n t a l i s t i c o r

even magica l and supers t i t ious way. The
g r e a t e s t w i s h i s s t i l l f o r a d e e p e n c o u n t e r
b e t w e e n t h e b i b l i c a l r e v e l a t i o n a n d t h e

Af r ican wor ld v iew in order to escape f rom a
colonial and paternal "adaptation" of
theo logy and to c lear the way fo r a t rue
A f r i c a n t h e o l o g y .

F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n :

R e v . D i e t e r S k w e r e s , s v d
Centre Bibl ique de Lome
B . P . 2 6 9 8

Lome, TOGO

A s s o c i a t e M e m b e r :

GOOD NEHS CENTSE, Bombay, India

T h e " G o o d N e w s C e n t r e " o f t h e P a u l i s t s i n

B o m b a y , I n d i a , b e c a m e a n a s s o c i a t e m e m b e r o f
t h e F e d e r a t i o n i n 1 9 8 2 . T h e a i m o f t h e

c e n t r e i s t o i n s t r u c t b o t h C h r i s t i a n s a n d

n o n - C h r i s t i a n s o n t h e B i b l e . T h i s i s d o n e b y
means of ora l teach ing, cor respondence
c o u r s e s , a u d i o v i s u a l a i d s a n d t h e d i s t r i
bu t ion o f B ib les , espec ia l l y New Tes taments .

The centre publ ishes and sel ls the New
Testament in Engl ish and some of the Indian
languages. Two monthly magazines are also
p r o d u c e d , o n e f o r C h r i s t i a n s a n d o n e f o r
n o n - C h r i s t i a n s . S h o r t t e r m b i b l i c a l c o u r s e s

and seminars are he ld annual ly .

Las t year the most impor tant p ro jec t was the

campaign "A New Testament for every family"

( C h r i s t i a n a n d n o n - C h r i s t i a n ) i n t h e D h a r a v i
S l u m . W i t h 8 % o f t h e 9 m i l l i o n i n h a b i t a n t s

o f Bombay , t h i s i s t he l a rges t s l um in t he
w h o l e o f A s i a . T h e G o o d N e w s C e n t r e h a s

a lmos t r eached i t s goa l o f p rov id i ng eve ry
fami ly wi th a NT in thei r own language. The
nex t p ro j ec t o f t he Cen t re w i l l be t he pub
l i c a t i o n o f t h e J e r u s a l e m B i b l e i n I n d i a .

As far as Bom.bay is concerned, the greatest
p r o b l e m i s t h e l a c k o f b i b l i c a l s c h o l a r s a n d
t ra i ned pe rsonne l t o i ns t ruc t t he peop le who
c o m e i n c r o w d s t o h e a r t h e G o o d N e w s . T h e

L o c a l C h u r c h s h o u l d b e c o m e m o r e i n v o l v e d i n

b i b l i c a l w o r k .

I n f o r m a t i o n s u p p l i e d b y :
Rev . V incen t Gnaracka t t , ssp
G o o d N e w s C e n t r e

Post Bag No. 16499
Mahim, Bombay 400 016
I N D I A ■

* * * * * * *

Bible Sunday

* « * * * « «

In the first issue of BULISTIB DEI VERBUM we
launch^ an inquiry concerning the celebra
tion of Bible Sunday, Having started this
c o l u m n w i t h I r e l a n d ' s " P a r i s h G u i d e t o

Preparing a Bible Sunday" in the last issue
we now continue with contributions from
S w i t z e r l a n d a n d G r e a t B r i t a i n , M e w i s h t o
thank those uko have already sent us their
replies, fhose who have not yet taken the
time are again requested to do so. Please
don ' t fo rge t .

* G E R M A N - S P E A K I N G S W I T Z E R L A N D

1 . T h e f i r s t t i m e t h a t t h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l

Assoc ia t i on o f Sw i t ze r l and sugges ted to t he
par ishes in German-speak ing Swi tzer land to
hold a Bible Sunday was on the occasion of
i t s 5 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y c e l e b r a t i o n i n 1 9 8 5 .
The Bishop's Conference had expressed i ts
a p p r o v a l o f t h i s i n i t i a t i v e , b u t h a d n o t
t a k e n t h e m a t t e r i n t o i t s o w n h a n d s . F o l l o w

ing the encouraging experiences of 1985 we
decided to recommend the parishes to hold a
Bib le Sunday every year.

2 . W e r e c o m m e n d t h e t h i r d S u n d a y i n N o v e m b e r
as be ing a su i t ab le da te . Th i s a l l ows the



W o r l d C a t h o l i c F e d e r a t i o n f o r t h e B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e B u l l e t i n D E I V E R B V M 3 / 1 7

p a r i s h e s s u f f i c i e n t t i m e a f t e r t h e s u m m e r
and autumn holidays to prepare the programme
for the Bible Sunday with various groups.
N a t u r a l l y , t h e r e a r e a l s o p a r i s h e s w h i c h
ce lebra te B ib le Sunday on a d i f fe ren t da te
m o r e s u i t e d t o t h e i r o w n s c h e d u l e s .

3. The main aim in holding Bible Sunday is
n o t t o r a i s e a l a r g e c o l l e c t i o n i n s u p p o r t
o f b i b l i c a l a c t i v i t i e s . M o r e i m p o r t a n t i s t o
make the community aware of what an inspir

ing and promising gi f t we received when we
were given the Bible. Since we celebrate the
gift of the Eucharist on the feast of Corpus
C h r i s t i , s h o u l d n ' t w e a l s o h o l d a f e a s t f o r
the gift of the Bible which brings us God's
living Word? If the Jews consider it right
t o h o l d t h e f e a s t o f S i m h a t T o r a , w e C h r i s

t ians cou ld we lcome a "Feast o f joy in the
B ib le " ! O f cou rse , i n o rde r t o ho ld such a
feast one must have had good experiences
w i th the B ib le . B ib le Sunday shou ld g i ve
groups and individuals the opportunity of
bringing their own experiences into the
community, making them public and thereby
encouraging others to study the Bible.

We are concerned that the preparat ion o f
Bible Sunday should be done by parish
groups: both the programme of the prayer
s e r v i c e a n d t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f o t h e r
events. By other events we mean, for
e x a m p l e , b i b l i c a l t h e a t r e , l e c t u r e s ,
p a i n t i n g c o m p e t i t i o n s , r e c i t a t i o n o f
b ib l i ca l s to r ies to ch i ld ren , ea t ing
t o g e t h e r , i n f o r m a t i o n d e s k , e t c . C a r e f u l
note is taken o f the consequences o f B ib le
Sunday: does i t draw people into deeper
i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h t h e B i b l e ?

4. Each year we produce a small folder of
in fo rmat ion mater ia l on B ib le Sunday con
taining suggestions for the organization of
the se rv i ce and o f t he Sunday i t se l f . A
particular point is emphasized, centred not
o n a b i b l i c a l - t h e o l o g i c a l c o n t e n t b u t o n a
class or group within the parish which we
specially wish to animate towards bible work
during that part icular year (e.g. school
c h i l d r e n , c h u r c h w o r k e r s , w o m e n . . . ) .

5 . B i b l e S u n d a y h a s n o t y e t b e e n o f f i c i a l l y
e s t a b l i s h e d h e r e , n o r h a v e w e s o u g h t a n e c u
men ica l bas is a l though we are in favour o f
t h i s . I t i s o u r i n t e n t i o n f i r s t o f a l l t o

make B ib le Sunday, w i th i t s a l ready
d e s c r i b e d a i m s , f e e l a t h o m e w i t h i n t h e
C a t h o l i c C h u r c h .

6 . There are s t i l l many par ishes in German-
speak ing Swi tzer land in which Bib le Sunday
w a s n o t i n t r o d u c e d , f a r l e s s e s t a b l i s h e d ,
during the past two years. However, we can

s t i l l s a y t h a t t h i s s u g g e s t i o n r e c e i v e d a n
amazing ly pos i t i ve response. In some p laces
things have come to pass which far surpassed
o u r e x p e c t a t i o n s .

F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n : T o n i S t e i n e r , o p ,

B i b e l p a s t o r a l e A r b e l t s s t e l l e , B e d e r s t r . 7 6
8002 Zurich, SWITZERLAND

* G R E A T B R I T A I N

The majori ty of Churches choose the second
Sunday o f Adven t fo r the ce lebra t ion o f
"Bible Sunday". For this occasion the Bible
Society of Great Britain prepares materials
c e n t r e d o n t h e t h e m e f o r f r e e d i s t r i b u t i o n

among the parishes: notes on the homily,
information on the world biblical apostolate
a n d o n t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e B i b l e S o c i e

t i e s , a b o o k l e t f o r w o r k i n g o n a b i b l i c a l
passage w i th ch i ld ren , a sugges t ion concern
ing the celebration. Posters announcing
B ib le Sunday a re a l so ava i l ab le .

F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n :

B I B L E S O C I E T Y O F G R E A T B R I T A I N

S t o n e h i l l G r e e n , W e s t l e a ,

S w i n d o n S N 5 7 D 6 , E N G L A N D ■

• * * • « « * « * « *

G E N E R A L I N F O R M A T I O N

* * * * * * * * * * *

BISHOP ABLDNDI, WCFBA PRESIDENT - A

Wor ld -w ide B ib le Sunday? In te rv iew w i th
t h e K N A - S u d w e s t d e u t s c h e r D i e n s t

S t u t t g a r t , 1 8 t h M a r c h . B i s h o p A l b e r t o
A b l o n d i o f L i v o r n o , I t a l y , p r e s i d e n t o f t h e
W o r l d C a t h o l i c F e d e r a t i o n f o r t h e B i b l i c a l

Apostolate (WCFBA), wishes to spread the
i d e a o f a n a n n u a l e c u m e n i c a l B i b l e S u n d a y ,
wh ich s ta r ted in S tu t tgar t and became
es tab l i shed w i th in Germany , th roughou t the
e n t i r e w o r l d . A s h e e x p l a i n e d i n S t u t t g a r t
on March 18th, he expects th is to lead to a
deepen ing o f sac red Sc r i p t u re espec ia l l y i n
t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . A b l o n d i h a s a l s o

suggested a bishops' synod in Rome dedicated
t o t h e t h e m e " T h e B i b l e i n t h e L i f e o f t h e

Church", as was already recommended by the
Plenary Assembly of the WCFBA in Bangalore.
A b l o n d i i s t a k i n g p a r t i n t h e E x e c u t i v e
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Commi t tee meet ing o f B ib le Soc ie t ies f rom
the regions of Europe and the Middle East
w h i c h w i l l b e h e l d i n B a d U r a c h f r o m 1 8 - 2 1

M a r c h .

According to the WCFBA president, the
bishops' synod coming up already in autumn
in Rome wi l l be unab le to avo id dea l ing wi th
t h e B i b l e a n d i t s s i g n i f i c a n c e , n o t o n l y f o r
b i s h o p s a n d p r i e s t s b u t e s p e c i a l l y f o r t h e
la i ty as leaders in many of the Young
Churches . There , awareness i s fa r g rea te r
than in Europe - wh ich i s cons iderab ly
b e t t e r e q u i p p e d w i t h p r i e s t s - t h a t s a c r e d
Scr ip tu re i s no t on l y a book fo r a few
exper ts but be longs in the hands o f every
C h r i s t i a n . I t i s i n t h e p o o r o f t h e T h i r d
Wor ld tha t Ab lond i sees " today ' s p rophe ts o f
the Church". Their message for Europe: The
B i b l e i s n o t m e r e l y a b o o k o f e d i f i c a t i o n .
Sou th Amer i ca , fo r examp le , w i th i t s bas ic
g r o u p s , t e a c h e s t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l C h u r c h
w h a t i t m e a n s f o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l , b o t h
s o c i a l l y a n d p o l i t i c a l l y , t o a n a l y s e h i s
pe rsona l s i t ua t i on and tha t o f h i s commun i t y
i n t h e l i g h t o f t h e B i b l e , t o a c t a c c o r d i n g
l y and to expe r i ence the l i be ra t i ng power o f
t h e W o r d o f G o d .

A s h e m a d e c l e a r a t t h e W C F B A G e n e r a l

S e c r e t a r i a t i n S t u t t g a r t , B i s h o p A b l o n d i
hopes t ha t t he l a i t y , g i ven t he powe r o f
speech aga in by the B ib le ( i n the ea r l y
h is to ry o f the Loca l Church they were
reduced t o s i l ence ) w i l l p rov i de a bene
f i c i a l e x a m p l e f o r s e c u l a r i z e d E u r o p e . H e
a l s o f e l t t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f r e - e m p h a s i z i n g
the somet imes deprec ia ted t rue va lues o f

popular devot ion in the Church. Even here,
sa id B ishop Ablond i , who was recent ly
commiss ioned by the I ta l i an B ishops '
Conference to v is i t Mexico and Guatemala,
South America appeared to hold a leading
p o s i t i o n i n t h e C a t h o l i c W o r l d C h u r c h .

B O L I V I A - P u b l i c a t i o n s o f t h e B i b l i c a l

Department of the Episcopal Commission for
C a t e c h e s i s .

The B ib l i ca l Depar tment o f the Ep iscopa l
C o m m i s s i o n f o r C a t e c h e s i s i n B o l i v i a h a s

s e n t u s a l i s t o f b i b l i c a l a i d s p u b l i s h e d i n
S p a n i s h t o p r o m o t e t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e
th roughou t t he coun t ry . Some t i t l es f rom the
ca ta logue a re : "ABC o f the B ib le " , "The
Bib le , the book o f God 's Peop le" , "Conc ise
d i c t i o n a r y o f t h e B i b l e " , " T h e P a r a b l e s " ,
"The hope of a struggling people", "Amos,
the peasan t p rophe t " , "The B ib le , a f l ower
w i t h o u t p r o t e c t i o n " , " I t i s i n d e e d t h e l a n d
o f J e s u s " .

F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n : D e p a r t a m e n t o d e B i b l i a ,
P o t o s i 8 1 4 , C a s i l l a 7 8 5 7 , L a P a z , B o l i v i a .

B R A Z I L : T e a r o f t h e B i b l e i n t h e d i o c e s e o f

P e l o t a s

T h e d i o c e s e o f P e l o t a s i n t h e s t a t e o f R i o

G r a n d e h a s o v e r 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 i n h a b i t a n t s . I t

comprises 300 basic communit ies in which
1 , 5 0 0 g r o u p s m e e t f o r r e f l e c t i o n . I n o r d e r
t o c e l e b r a t e i t s 7 5 y e a r s o f e x i s t e n c e t h e
diocese proclaimed 1985 as "Year of the
B i b l e " . T h e f o l l o w i n g p r o g r a m m e f o r b i b l i c a l
fo rmat ion on three leve ls was proposed:

- A f i r s t l e v e l f o r t h e b e n e f i t o f t h e

r e f l e c t i o n g r o u p s . F o r m a t i o n t a k e s p l a c e
w i t h t h e h e l p o f t h r e e b i b l i c a l w o r k b o o k s :
I n t r o d u c t i o n t o B i b l e r e a d i n g . I n t r o d u c t i o n
t o t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t a n d I n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h e

G o s p e l o f S t . M a t t h e w .
- A second leve l fo r pa r i shes ; a course o f

i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h e B i b l e a n d t o t h e O l d

T e s t a m e n t .
- A t h i r d l e v e l a i m e d a t t h e e n t i r e d i o c e s e

and containing a two-day workshop for the
l a i t y a s w e l l a s a f i v e - d a y w o r k s h o p f o r
pr iests on Bib le reading based on the Gospel
accord ing to Mat thew.

T h e d i o c e s a n t e a m f o r t h e f o r m a t i o n o f
bibl ical animators was given responsibi l i ty
f o r c o o r d i n a t i n g t h i s Y e a r o f t h e B i b l e . I t
produced biblical booklets and organized
meet ings on d iocesan leve l . 1 ,500 B ib les
w e r e s o l d d u r i n g B i b l e Y e a r . B i b l i c a l a i d s
as well as 12 copies of the book "Nossos
Pais nos Contaram" were sent to every
parish. A biblical library was set up. Two
booklets containing Bible reading methods
and the history and geography of Israel were
d i s t r i b u t e d f o r t h e u s e o f t h e 3 0 0 b i b l i c a l
a n i m a t o r s .

Throughout the Year o f the B ib le the
biblical dimension has had particular
influence over the pastoral areas of the
diocese: catechesis, social work, liturgy,
youth, ministering to working classes,
fa rm ing commun i t i es , e t c .

F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n :

Sr. Marie Bernadete Sturm, Equipo do
formacion de agentes, Diocesis de Pelotas,
Caixa Postal 260, 96100 Pelotas, BRAZIL.

CHILE — First National Workshop for the
B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e .
Reflection, exchange of experiences and
recommendat ions: these were the three
elements which made up the First National
Workshop for the Biblical Apostolate held in
Chile during August 1986. Among the subjects
entered upon were: "The Bible, ecumenism and
sects: pastoral problems"; "The l i turgy,
privileged place of the Word of God"; "For
an evangelation which takes seriously the
culture and the Word"; "Bible and aposto
late"; "The Bible in popular religiosity".
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA: Printing of
B i b l e s .

The People's Republ ic of China has about
f i v e m i l l i o n C h r i s t i a n s . O n t h e P r o t e s t a n t

side, the arrival of a new printing press
gives r ise to the hope that f rom now on
250,000 Chinese Bibles and 500,000 editions
of the New Testament will be printed annual
l y . T w o C a t h o l i c B i b l e e d i t i o n s e x i s t : a
complete Bible (Peking 1981) adapted from an
old translation and a completely new
translation of the four Gospels (Shanghai
1 9 8 6 ) .

COI/RffllA: First national meeting for the
b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e
T h e f i r s t n a t i o n a l m e e t i n g f o r t h e b i b l i c a l
apostolate took place from 14-17 November
last year. We hope to publ ish more informa
t ion on th is meet ing in a fu tu re number o f
B U L L E T I N D E I V E R B U M .

COLOMBIA: Meet ing of scr ip ture professors
From 22-23 October 1986 scr ip ture professors
o f t h e v a r i o u s s e m i n a r i e s i n C o l o m b i a c a m e

toge the r to ana lyse and re fo rmu la te the
sacred Scr ipture programmes used in seminar
i e s i n o r d e r t o a c h i e v e b e t t e r c o o r d i n a t i o n .

R e s e a r c h w o r k t o e s t a b l i s h t h e c r i t e r i a f o r

s u c h c o o r d i n a t i o n w a s c a r r i e d o u t p r i o r t o
the meet ing .

Soc ie ty o f Ind ia and the Catho l ic Church go t
t o g e t h e r t o c o n s i d e r t h e p r e s e n t t r a n s l a t i o n
method and to discuss problems encountered
so f a r . A r epo r t on t h i s mee t i ng w i l l be
pub l i shed in Eng l i sh and Tami l .
F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n : S t . P a u l ' s B i b l e

I n s t i t u t e , P o o n a m a l l e e , M a d r a s 6 0 0 0 5 6 ,
I n d i a .

ITALY - STUDY WEEK ON POPULAR BIBLE READING

From 19th to 24th January this year the
" C e n t r o E c c l e s i a l e I t a l i a n s A m e r i c a L a t i n a "
in Verona organized a study week on popular
B ib le read ing . Based on exper iences in
A f r i c a , L a t i n A m e r i c a a n d I t a l y , t h e
p a r t i c i p a n t s r e f l e c t e d o n t h e s p e c i f i c
f e a t u r e s , r e q u i r e m e n t s , f u n c t i o n s , l i m i t a
tions and possibil it ies of such a reading.
I t would appear that , among the var ious

t y p e s , p o p u l a r B i b l e r e a d i n g i s o f a
p a r t i c u l a r l y l i v e l y n a t u r e . I t d o e s n o t
l i m i t i t s e l f s i m p l y t o t h e c o m p r e h e n s i o n o f
a b s t r a c t i d e a s . I t i s t h e q u e s t o f t h e
S p i r i t w h o c a l l s t o g e t h e r a n d a s s e m b l e s
the poor , t he name less , the unpro tec ted , the
marg ina l g roups , the vo ice less and the
powerless to become a people - the people of
God by grace of the message of the

"k ingdom".
F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n : C . E . I . A . L . , v i a
Bac i l i e r i n . l /A , S . Mas imo , 37139 Ve rona ,
I T A L Y .

GREAT BRITAIN, Birmingham: Pastoral let ter
on "Reading the Bihle".
On the occas ion o f Lent th is year the
Archbishop of Birmingham, Msgr. Couve de
M u r v i l l e , a d d r e s s e d a p a s t o r a l l e t t e r
concern ing the impor tance o f B ib le read ing
t o a l l h i s f a i t h f u l . H a v i n g r e c a l l e d t h e
e s s e n t i a l r o l e o f t h e B i b l e i n t h e c e l e b r a

t i o n o f t h e e u c h a r i s t a n d p o i n t e d t o t h e
c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e O l d a n d N e w T e s t a

ments, the Archbishop appealed to the
f a i t h f u l t o r e a d t h e B i b l e a t h o m e : " D o n ' t

fo rget tha t by Bapt ism and Conf i rmat ion you
have rece ived the Ho ly Sp i r i t t oo . He i s a
r e a l s p i r i t u a l g u i d e . H i s g i f t s o f k n o w l e d g e
and unders tand ing , g i ven a t Con f i rma t ion ,
are used when we try to understand the words
of Scripture". Reading the Bible is working
for the growth of ecumenism.
A c o p y o f t h i s l e t t e r c a n b e o b t a i n e d f r o m
the General Secretar iat (WCFBA, Post fach
601, 7000 Stuttgart 1, West Germany).

I N D I A - B i b l e t r a n s l a t i o n i n T a m i l .

On 19th and 20th April 1986 a meeting on the
i n t e r c o n f e s s i o n a l B i b l e t r a n s l a t i o n i n t h e

Tamil language took place in Shembaganur,
I n d i a . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m t h e B i b l e

I T A L Y : T h e I t a l i a n B i b l i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n a n d
the next Synod.
The next synod of B ishops wi l l have as i ts
t h e m e " T h e v o c a t i o n a n d m i s s i o n o f t h e l a i t y
i n t h e C h u r c h a n d i n t h e w o r l d " . T h e I t a l i a n

B i b l i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n h a s d e v o t e d t h e m o s t

r e c e n t n u m b e r o f i t s r e v i e w " P a r o l e d i v i t a "
t o a s t u d y o f t h e l a i t y i n t h e l i g h t o f
s c r i p t u r a l f a c t s . ( P a r o l e d i V i t a N o .
6/1986, Editr ice Elle Di Ci, 10096 LEUMANN
T O , I T A L Y ) .

JAPAN - Bible t ranslat ion in modern Japanese
Af ter 18 years o f work , the Japanese B ib le
S o c i e t y w i l l p u b l i s h a n i n t e r c o n f e s s i o n a l
t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e B i b l e i n J a p a n e s e t h i s
year . Over 100 exper ts , bo th Pro tes tant and
Catho l i c , have worked toge ther on th i s
p r o j e c t .

MALAYSIA, Kuala Lumpur : B ib l ica l ho l iday
camps for young people.
Among the many ac t iv i t ies o f the Pas tora l
I n s t i t u t e , w h i c h i s w e l l k n o w n f a r b e y o n d
the bo rde rs o f t he coun t r y , spec ia l men t i on
should be made o f the "b ib l ica l camps" .
These help young people to deepen their
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f a i t h a n d t o d e f e n d t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e f a c e
o f a t t acks by t he sec t s .
F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n ; P a s t o r a l I n s t i t u t e , 5 2 8
Jalan Bukit Nanas, 50230 Kuala Lumpur,
M a l a y s i a .

MALTA: The Bible Society
The B ib le Soc ie ty o f Ma l ta , an assoc ia te
member of the Federat ion, publ ishes a
q u a r t e r l y m a g a z i n e K l i e m i l - H a j j a i n t h e
Ma l tese language fo r a to ta l o f 17 ,000
subsc r i be r s . I t a l so o rgan i zes an annua l
"Bible Sunday", and is currently preparing
a B i b l i c a l Q u a r t e r l y R e v i e w .

M E X I C O - T h e w o r k o £ t h e c e n t r e " D I F D S O R A

B I B L I C A " .

The cen t re "D i fuso ra B ib l i ca " o f t he Capu
chin Fathers represents Mexico as member of
t h e F e d e r a t i o n . I t s m a i n a c t i v i t i e s i n 1 9 8 6

i n c l u d e d t h e f o l l o w i n g : r e f l e c t i o n o n t h e
i n t e r n a t i o n a l t h e m e o f p e a c e , p r e p a r a t i o n o f
a t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t i n m o d e r n

S p a n i s h , b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e f o r y o u t h a n d
fo r Span ish -speak ing immig ran ts i n the
Uni ted States, courses and workshops for
nuns and seminar i s ts , B ib le days in va r ious
p a r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y .

Further information: Difusora Biblica, Ruiz
Cortinez 20, Cd. Victoria, Tam-Mexico.

P A K I S T A N - B i b l e E n t h r o n i s a t i o n i n C h u r c h e s

Mak ing the B ib le the cen t re o f every
C a t h o l i c h o m e w i l l b e t h e f o c u s o f a l l

C h u r c h a c t i v i t i e s i n P a k i s t a n o n B i b l e

Sunday, February 22nd, when the Bib le wi l l
b e e n t h r o n e d i n a l l c h u r c h e s .

B ib le Sunday w i l l mark the in t roduc t ion on a
n a t i o n a l l e v e l o f t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e
which so far has been conf ined main ly to the
Karach i a rchd iocese . The g rea tes t p rob lem is
t h e l o w l e v e l o f l i t e r a c y . P a k i s t a n h a s
about 500 ,000 Catho l i cs . Of Pak is tan 's 90
m i l l i o n p e o p l e r o u g h l y 1 . 5 % a r e C h r i s t i a n s .

P A K I S T A N - K a r a c h i : F o r m a t i o n o f B i b l e

p r o m o t e r s .
Two seminars in Urdu and one in English were
c o n d u c t e d a t t h e C a t e c h e t i c a l C e n t r e o f

Karachi. The purpose was to form a group of
Bible promoters. Furthermore, during the
year 1986 eight Bible Days wre held in
d i f f e r e n t p a r i s h e s i n K a r a c h i .

P A P D A N E W G U I N E A - T h e w o r k o f t h e B i b l i c a l

S u b - c o n m i i s s i o n .

The Cathol ic B ib le Aposto la te Sub-Commiss ion
(CBA), which assembled from 22nd-25th

September 1986 in Goroka, New Guinea,
d e f i n e d i t s w o r k a s f o l l o w s :
" - t o m a k e t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e a

p r i o r i t y i n p a s t o r a l p r a c t i c e w i t h p a s t o r a l
u s e o f t h e B i b l e n o t l i m i t e d t o l i t u r g y a n d
c a t e c h e s i s .
- to fos te r the g rowth o f sma l l g roups and
c o m m u n i t i e s ( e s p e c i a l l y i n f a m i l i e s a n d

among youth) centred on the Bible.
- to promote . in smal l communit ies a reading
and s tudy o f the B ib le wh ich d iscerns the
s igns o f t he t imes and mo t i va tes to ac t i on .
- t o p r o m o t e b i b l i c a l t r a i n i n g o f l a y

leaders and those engaged in pastora l work.
- t o f o s t e r t h e u s e o f t h e B i b l e a s a b o o k

o f p r a y e r e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e f a m i l y .
- t o e x c h a n g e i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t i n i t i a t i v e s

a n d e x p e r i e n c e s i n t h e f i e l d o f t h e b i b l i c a l
apos to la te espec ia l l y w i th in Papua New
G u i n e a .
- to evaluate, encourage and communicate

t h e s e i n i t i a t i v e s .
- to develop guidel ines and some programmes.
- to p romote regu la r and sys temat ic fund

r a i s i n g f o r t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e .

S o m e g u i d e l i n e s f o r e v a l u a t i n g b i b l i c a l
a p o s t o l a t e p r o g r a m m e s :
a) How does the programme promote a personal
c o n v e r s i o n t o t h e F a t h e r i n J e s u s C h r i s t ?

b ) Does i t he lp be l i eve rs t o d i sce rn God ' s
a c t i v i t y a n d G o d ' s c h a l l e n g e i n t h e
s i t u a t i o n i n w h i c h t h e y l i v e , i . e . " t o r e a d
the s i gns o f t he t imes " , and does i t
m o t i v a t e t h e m t o " s e r v i c e t o t h e w o r l d " ?

c ) Does i t he lp be l ievers to grow as a
Chr is t ian communi ty?
F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n : C a t h o l i c B i b l e

Apostolate Sub-Commission, Goroka, PAPUA NEW
G U I N E A .

PERU: First national meeting for the
b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e
Chaciacayo was the venue of the f i rs t
national meeting for the bibl ical apostolate
to be held in Peru. Organized by the Episco
p a l C o m m i s s i o n f o r t h e D o c t r i n e o f t h e
Faith, this event, which took place from
7-10 October 1986, reunited diocesan pas
t o r a l l e a d e r s . P a r t i c i p a n t s r e f l e c t e d o n
c r i t e r i a f o r i n t e r p r e t i n g t h e C o n c i l i a r
C o n s t i t u t i o n D E I V E R B U M a s w e l l a s o n t h e

p r o p h e t i c , e c c l e s i a l a n d c a t e c h e t i c a l
character of sacred Scripture. They made
s e v e r a l p r a c t i c a l p r o p o s a l s f o r b e t t e r c o
ordination of their efforts and expressed
t h e d e s i r e f o r a c o l l e g e o r i n s t i t u t e f o r
t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e o n t h e n a t i o n a l
level. A mobile team is to be set up in
o r d e r t o f o c u s b i b l i c a l p a s t o r a l w o r k o n
t h o s e a r e a s i n w h i c h i t i s c a l l e d f o r .

P H I L I P P I N E S - S e c o n d N a t i o n a l C o n g r e s s o n
t h e B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e .
From 23rd to 27th February 1987 b ib l ica l



World Catholic Federation for the Biblical Apostolate Bulletin DEI VERBUM 3/21

a n i m a t o r s f r o m t h e P h i l i p p i n e s m e t f o r t h e i r
second congress . The fo l low ing
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s w e r e f o r m u l a t e d o n t h i s

o c c a s i o n :

That the Episcopal Commiss ion for the
B ib l i ca l Apos to la te (ECBA) fo rge and
s t reng then the t ies among the reg iona l
c e n t r e s a n d r e g i o n a l d i r e c t o r s w h i c h
c o n s t i t u t e t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f t h e

B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e .
- That a nat ional magazine be publ ished

q u a r t e r l y b y E C B A .
- T h a t a E u c h a r i s t i c B i b l e F e s t i v a l b e h e l d

i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e N a t i o n a l E u c h a r i s t i c

C e l e b ra t i o n i n t h e Ph i l i p p i n e s so me t i me i n
September 1987.
- That ECBA encourage the rewr i t ing of the

t r a d i t i o n a l n o v e n a s a n d p a r a - l i t u r g i c a l
d e v o t i o n s s o a s t o i m b u e t h e m w i t h

s c r i p t u r a l o r i e n t a t i o n i n c o o r d i n a t i o n w i t h
t h e L i t u r g i c a l C o m m i t t e e .
- That the next Nat ional Workshop be held in

the th i rd week of February 1988.
- That ECBA, al l centres and dioceses make

an out reach programme of the B ib l ica l
A p o s t o l a t e f o r F i l i p i n o s a b r o a d i n
con junct ion wi th the Episcopal Commiss ion on
Migration and Tourism."

PHILIPPINES: Fest iva l o f B ib le Songs.
T h e C e n t e r f o r t h e B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e i n
A b r a o r g a n i z e d i t s S i x t h F e s t i v a l o f B i b l e

Songs on February 8th, 1987. 36 groups of
young peop le en te red th i s compe t i t i on w i th
the i r own compos i t i ons .

P H I L I P P I N E S : N a t i o n a l B i b l e W e e k .

The last week of January 1987 (26.1-1.2) was
proc la imed "Nat iona l B ib le Week" by
t h e p r e s i d e n t o f t h e P h i l i p p i n e s , C o r a z o n

A q u i n o . T h e w e e k c o n c l u d e d w i t h t h e
ce leb ra t i on o f B ib l e Sunday .

P O R T U G A L - N i n t h N a t i o n a l B i b l e W e e k

Organized by the Nat ional Movement for
B ib l ica l Dynamism of the Capuch ins , the
N i n t h N a t i o n a l B i b l e W e e k w a s h e l d i n F a t i m a

from 31st August to 5th September 1986. Over
700 people arrived from every direction. The
t h e m e o f t h e w e e k w a s " G e n e s i s : f r o m d r e a m
to hope for the promised land".
T h e T e n t h N a t i o n a l B i b l e W e e k , a l s o i n

Fa t ima , w i l l t ake p lace f rom 30 th Augus t t o
4th September 1987 under the theme "The
Apoca lypse" .
B e f o r e t h e n , o n 1 8 t h / 1 9 t h J u l y t h i s y e a r ,
t h e N a t i o n a l M e e t i n g o f B i b l i c a l G r o u p s w i l l
a l s o b e h e l d i n F a t i m a .

F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n : D i f u s o r a B i b l i c a , A v .
Cons. Bar jona de Fre i tas , 12, 1500 L isbon,
P o r t u g a l .

T H A I L A N D - D i s t r i b u t i o n o f B i b l e s i n
B u d d h i s t m o n a s t e r i e s .
In order to facil i tate understanding and
dialogue with the Buddhists in the country,
the bishop of Chiang Mai has launched an
a p p e a l t o a l l C a t h o l i c s t o b u y B i b l e s f o r
d is t r ibut ion among the nov ices and monks of
the 31,628 Buddhis t temples throughout the

c o u n t r y .

• * « * « * * » * * * * • * *

B O O K S A N D O T H E R P U B L I C A T I O N S

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Gerd The i f ien , Der Schat ten des Gal i laers ,
H i s t o r i s c h e J e s u s f o r s c h u n g i n e r z a h l e n d e r
Form, Chr. Kaiser, Munich, W. Germany, 1986.
W h e n a n a c c r e d i t e d N e w T e s t a m e n t s c h o l a r a n d

expert in early Christian sociology writes a
Jesus-story, this is already a noteworthy
e v e n t i n i t s e l f . W h e n , o n t o p o f t h i s , h i s
n a r r a t i v e f o r m o f t r a n s l a t i o n m a k e s t h e

h i s t o r i c a l J e s u s - r e s e a r c h t r a n s p a r e n t f o r
the reader, the reading of such a book can
become a delight even for those who are no
laymen in exegetical matters. Such is the
c a s e w i t h G e r d T h e i B e n ' s b o o k w h i c h w e

p resen t he re .

G e r d T h e i B e n w r i t e s o n t w o d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s :
On the one hand there is a story out of the
public life of Jesus of Nazareth, in which a
J e w i s h m e r c h a n t i s b l a c k m a i l e d i n t o s p y i n g

for the Roman occupat ion fo rces in order to
c o l l e c t i n f o r m a t i o n a l m a t e r i a l a b o u t t h e

pol i t ica l and re l ig ious groupings wi th in
Juda i sm. I n t h i s way , t he many d i f f e ren t
m o v e m e n t s i n P a l e s t i n e a t t h a t t i m e a r e

presented very real ist ical ly to the reader:
the Qumran-Essenes, the Zealots , the
Phar isees, the Herodians, the Sadducees and
finally the Jesus movement as well. Through
t h e n a r r a t i v e p e r s p e c t i v e o f t h e o b s e r v e r ,
t h e r e a d e r b e c o m e s f a m i l i a r w i t h a l l t h e s e
t rends and can form an accurate p ic ture o f
t h e t i m e s . I f t h e s e n a r r a t i v e d e a l i n g s w e r e
a l l i t h a d t o o f f e r , h o w e v e r , T h e i B e n ' s b o o k
w o u l d h a r d l y d i f f e r f r o m o t h e r a t t e m p t s a t
s tory- te l l ing (Rinser , Fussenegger , . . . ) ,
apa r t f r om be ing be t te r resea rched .

H e r e t h e s e c o n d l e v e l b e c o m e s i m p o r t a n t . B y
means of footnotes Gerd TheiBen provides
c o n t i n u o u s i n f o r m a t i o n o n h i s s o u r c e s w h i c h

t h e i n t e r e s t e d r e a d e r , i f f a m i l i a r w i t h
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them, can look up. This should be of par
t i c u l a r v a l u e t o t h e o l o g y s t u d e n t s , t h o u g h
by no means only to them. Furthermore,
b e t w e e n t h e i n d i v i d u a l c h a p t e r s o f h i s s t o r y
T h e i B e n i n s e r t s f i c t i v e l e t t e r s a d d r e s s e d t o

his "Dear Colleague Kratzinger", in which he
j u s t i f i e s h i s n a r r a t i v e e f f o r t c h a p t e r b y
c h a p t e r . I n t h i s w a y a n e x c i t i n g , a l t h o u g h
n a t u r a l l y o n e - s i d e d , c o n v e r s a t i o n d e v e l o p s
b e t w e e n a N e w T e s t a m e n t s c h o l a r a n d h i s

f i c t i v e c r i t i c w h i c h s e r v e s w e l l t o r e v e a l

T h e i B e n ' s s c r i p t u r a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f a
" n a r r a t i v e t h e o l o g y " .

I t s u n u s u a l c o n s t r u c t i o n m a k e s t h i s b o o k

i n t e r e s t i n g f o r a g r e a t v a r i e t y o f r e a d e r
groups. One can simply read the story and
i g n o r e t h e i n c o r p o r a t e d l e t t e r s a n d f o o t
no tes . Th i s l eaves one w i t h a f asc i na t i ng
s t o r y w h i c h a l s o p r o v i d e s a f a i r l y r e a l i s t i c
p i c t u r e o f t h e t i m e o f J e s u s : e n t e r t a i n m e n t
coup led w i th s tudy . Anyone who is in te res ted
i n h i s t o r i c a l J e s u s - r e s e a r c h , a n d t h i s m u s t

i n f a c t i n c l u d e a l l t h o s e w h o c o n c e n t r a t e

thei r ef for ts more on the New Testament, can
u s e t h e s o u r c e i n d i c a t i o n s t o o b t a i n a n

e x c e l l e n t i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h i s b r a n c h o f

t h e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h . I f h e t h e n i n c l u d e s
t h e l e t t e r s , w h i c h a r e a l s o w r i t t e n i n a

ve ry l i ve l y manner , he can d i scover qu i te a
b i t abou t t he me thodo logy o f a na r ra t i ve
theology, someth ing which he would o therwise
have to glean from the few existing narra
t i v e t e x t b o o k s .

I n s p i t e o f i t s d e l i g h t i n n a r r a t i o n , t h i s
book is factually based ("Dear Colleague
K r a t z i n g e r , . . . m y b o o k c o n t a i n s n o t h i n g
about Jesus wh ich I haven ' t a lso taught a t
university." P.9) and can only be warmly
recommended to everybody.

D i e t e r B a u e r .

L i t u r g i c a l T e a r A : p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e
gospe l accord ing to Sa in t Mat thew.
T h r e e o f o u r m e m b e r s h a v e s e n t u s d i f f e r e n t

and complementary presentat ions o f the
g o s p e l o f M a t t h e w .

* KATHOLISCHES BIBELWERK (Stuttgart, Federal

Republ ic of Germany) = Matthaus Evangel ium,
Stu t tga r te r k le ine r Kommenta r , Neues
Testament, 1, by Meinrad Limbeck, 1986. A
b r i e f s c i e n t i f i c c o m m e n t a r y , c o m p l e t e ,
c o n s i s t e n t a n d u p - t o - d a t e .

* Service bibl ique EVANGILE ET VIE (Paris,

F rance ) = Ma t tb ieu l e t heo log ien , Cah le r
EVANGILE No. 58, by Jean Zumstein, 1987. A
theo log i ca l syn thes i s cen t red round the two
m a i n a x i s o f t h e f i r s t g o s p e l : t h e t e a c h i n g s
o f C h r i s t w h o f u l f i l l e d t h e L a w a n d t h e

commun i t y o f t he d i sc i p l es i n t he f ace o f
I s r a e l a n d o f t h e h e a t h e n s .

* Soc ie te Catho l ique de la B ib le , SOCABI,

(Montreal, Quebec, Canada) = "Du neuf et du
vieux.. . " dans I 'evangi le selon saint
M a t t b i e u , c o l l e c t i o n " d e l a p a r o l e a
I ' e c r i t u r e " N o . 6 , b y P h i l i p p e G e n d r o n ,
1986. Th is pedagogica l ins t rument , based on
observat ions on 20 themes, he lps the reader
to ac t i ve l y uncove r a cen t ra l p rob lem o f t he
Church of Matthew, the tension between
nove l ty and t rad i t ion , be tween " the new and
t h e o l d " .

Bas ic B ib le Seminar , second ed i t i on , John
P a u l I B i b l i c a l C e n t e r , V i g a n , P h i l i p p i n e s ,
1 9 8 2 .

I t i s we l l known tha t the B ib le has p layed a
v i t a l r o l e i n t h e h i s t o r y o f c e r t a i n

c o u n t r i e s . T h i s i s t h e c a s e w i t h t h e

P h i l i p p i n e s . T h e B i b l i c a l C e n t e r i n V i g a n
t r i e s t o p r o v i d e s i m p l e t o o l s f o r a n i m a t o r s
i n t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e . I t h a s o r g a n i z e d
severa l Bas ic B ib le Seminars in the reg ion .
From its own experience it recommends
seminars of a cont inuous development type.
Th i s book le t , an exce l l en t examp le o f

p r o p e r l y c a l l e d " b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e " , h a s
also been adopted by other reg ions.

C a b l e r s B i b l i q u e s A f r i c a i n s , N o . I , J a n u a r y
1987, CEBAM/BICAM, Nairobi, Kenya.
We greet the appearance of the new b ib l ica l

apostolate review "Cahiers Bibliques
Africains" published by the Centre Biblique
Catholique pour I'Afrique et Madagascar. The
f i r s t n u m b e r i n c l u d e s :

W h a t i s b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e ?
E x p e r i e n c e s a n d d i s c o v e r i e s w i t h t h e
B i b l e i n W e s t A f r i c a .

The problems of the exeget ica l methods
t o d a y .
P rophecy , ecs tasy and the g i f t o f
l a n g u a g e s i n b i b l i c a l s p i r i t u a l i t y .

Information: BICAM, P.O. Box 24215,
KAREN-NAIROBI/KENYA

EINE GESCHICHTE, DIE NIE ENDET: Volume I,
THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, stories from the O.T.
i l lustrated in comic form, MISSIO ACTDELL
VERLAG, Aachen, W. Germany.
W i t h t h i s v o l u m e t h e P o n t i f i c a l M i s s i o n A i d
Society has made a Spanish publication
a v a i l a b l e t o G e r m a n c h i l d r e n . P r o b l e m s
encountered in bibl ical history are
presented to the young reader w i th in the
framework of a story about a group of
children in a holiday camp. If this book is
intended as an initial approach towards a
wor ld of the Bib le, i ts s l ight ly ra ised
price enables the funding agency to print
c h i l d r e n ' s B i b l e s f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n i n T h i r d
W o r l d c o u n t r i e s .
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**PARABOLES", a quarterly magazine published
by the SOCIETE CATHOLIQUE DE LA BIBLE
(SOCABI), Montreal, Quebec, Canada.
Th i s popu la r and a t t rac t i ve magaz ine ,
intended by SOCABI as a service to the
b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e , i s d e l i v e d f r e e o f
charge in the French-speak ing par t o f
Canada. Each pedagogically composed number
c o n c e n t r a t e s o n a d i f f e r e n t t h e m e ( t h e l a s t

one, January-February , dea l t w i th the Sermon
on the Mount ) . "Parabo les" a lso repor ts on
t h e m a n y b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e
var ious d ioceses o f Quebec: B ib le groups,
e x h i b i t i o n s . N a t i o n a l B i b l e W e e k ,

w o r k s h o p s . . .
F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n : S O C A B I , 7 4 0 0 , b o u l . S t .
Laurent 519, Montreal, Quebec H2R 2Y1,
C a n a d a .

Tator t Ror in th , the annual theme proposed by
Katholische Jungschar 5sterreichs, Vienna,
A u s t r i a , 1 9 8 6 / 8 7 .
This year the Cathol ic Youth Funding Agency
of Aust r ia recommends pedagogica l mater ia ls
for group meet ings. The theme chosen this
year is based on Paul's letter to the Corin
th ians . The pu rpose i s t o f i nd ou t abou t t he
l i v e s o f e a r l y C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t i e s w h i c h ,
in much the same way as the Christian com
mun i t i es o f t oday , we re con f ron ted w i t h t he
problem of attacks on their faith in Christ.
Maps, panels, questionnaires... the method
p roposed i s ve r y ac t i ve .

Franqois Caste l , Comienzos, los once
primeros capltulos del Genesis, Verbo
D i v l n o , E s t e l l a , S p a i n , 1 9 8 7 .
Th i s exce l l en t commen ta ry , bo th i n fo rma t i ve
and open, renders service to biblical
a n i m a t o r s a n d a l l o w s t h e m t o r e d i s c o v e r t h e
t r u e f l a v o u r o f t h e f i r s t e l e v e n c h a p t e r s o f
the B ib le wh ich bear impor tan t ques t ions on
humanity. It was first published in French
t h r o u g h C e n t u r i o n P u b l i c a t i o n s .

Oswald Hirmer, Our Journey Together, a Guide
f o r t h e C h r i s t i a n C o m m u n i t y t o a c c o m p a n y
a d u l t c a t e c h u m e n s o n t h e i r j o u r n e y o f f a i t h ,
L u n d t o I n s t i t u t e , S o u t h A f r i c a , 1 9 8 7 .
The B ib l e ho lds a spec ia l p l ace i n t h i s
guide intended to accompany catechumins on
t h e i r p a t h .

Jacob Kremer , D ie B ibe l - e in Buch fu r a l l e ,
V e r l a g K a t h o l i s c h e s B i b e l w e r k , S t u t t g a r t ,
1 9 8 6 .

T h e s u b - t i t l e s t a t e s : " J u s t i f i c a t i o n a n d
l imits of 's imple' Scr ipture reading". Every
C h r i s t i a n m u s t h a v e a c c e s s t o t h e B i b l e , a n d
e a c h h a s a r i g h t t o ' s i m p l e ' S c r i p t u r e
read ing wh ich does not fo l low the path o f
b i b l i c a l s c i e n c e o r v a r i o u s m e t h o d s .

Howeve r , t h i s r ead ing does have i t s l im i t s .
Thus anyone who is not aware of the gradual

g e n e s i s o f b i b l i c a l t e x t s i s i n d a n g e r o f
failing to take seriously the Word of God
s e t f o r t h i n h i s t o r y . I t i s d o u b t l e s s n o t a
m a t t e r o f w e i g h i n g ' s i m p l e ' S c r i p t u r e r e a d
ing against biblical science, but of seeing
in what ways these can support each other.

Peter Madros , H is to ry and Fa i th , Tex ts and
Documents, Jerusalem, 1986.
R e v . P i e r r e M a d r o s o f t h e L a t i n P a t r i a r c h y
i n J e r u s a l e m s t r i v e s t o r e p l y t o q u e s t i o n s
a n d o b j e c t i o n s r a i s e d a g a i n s t t h e C h r i s t i a n s
o f h i s c o u n t r y b y t h e v e r y a c t i v e s e c t s .
Th is book le t con ta ins passages in A rab ic ,
Eng l i sh , F rench and Span ish . I t p resen ts
h i s t o r i c a l a n d a r c h a e o l o g i c a l t e x t s a n d
e v i d e n c e o f t h e e x i s t e n c e o f J e s u s , t h e

apostles, the Apocrypha and the so-called
gospel of Barnabas.

C a r l o s H e s t e r s , L e c t u r a s B i b l i c a s , g u i a s d e
t r a b a j o p a r a u n c u r s o b i b l i c o , V e r b o D i v i n o ,
Es te l l a , Espagne , 1986 .
G o d n e e d s u s , a n d w e n e e d G o d . T h i s c o n v i c

t i o n a n i m a t e s e v e r y r e c o m m e n d a t i o n f o r

b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l w o r k m a d e i n t h i s b o o k ,
t h e p r o d u c t o f a n e x p e r t i n m a t t e r s c o n c e r n

ing the b ib l i ca l apos to la te . He knows how to
d r a w f o r t h f r o m t h e B i b l e t h e d e m a n d s l i f e

m a k e s o n u s ( t e x t s o f l i f e ) i n o r d e r t o s e e
w h e t h e r t h e B i b l e ( b i b l i c a l t e x t s ) i s a b l e
t o h e l p u s t o r e s p o n d t o o u r p r o b l e m s t o d a y .

Th is course is fo l lowed by each o f the
t h e m e s d e a l t w i t h : w i s d o m l i t e r a t u r e , t h e

p a r a b l e s , t h e s e r m o n o n t h e m o u n t , t h e
person of Jesus Christ, a new heaven and a
new ear th . Th is book is the Spanish t rans
l a t i o n o f t h e w o r k " C i r c u l o s b i b l i c o s "

p u b l i s h e d i n B r a z i l .

H i l l l am G. Thompson, s j , Pau l and h is
M e s s a g e f o r L i f e ' s J o u r n e y , P a u l i s t P r e s s ,
New York, USA, 1986.
Paul appears inaccessible to many people.
H e r e i s a p l e a s a n t l i t t l e b o o k w h i c h i n v i t e s
one to get to know him by way of dialogue,
s tudy and p raye r . Th i s me thod i s i nduc t i ve :
it begins and ends with the reader's own
e x p e r i e n c e .

Heinz Schurmann, Rosenkranz und Jesusgebet,
An le i tung zum inneren Beten, Herder ,
F re i bu rg -Base l -V i enna , 1986 .
The rosary promotes access to the mystery of
Jesus. Th is prayer method draws i ts nour ish
m e n t f r o m t h e g o s p e l s . I n t h i s b o o k l e t H e i n z

S c h u r m a n n , h a v i n g r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e r o s a r y
can br ing us c loser to Jesus ' own prayer ,

g i v e s i n s t r u c t i o n s f o r p r a y i n g t h e r o s a r y i n
accordance wi th the readings f rom the
t h r e e - y e a r l i t u r g i c a l c y c l e . H



SUBSCRIPTION FEE REMINDER

This issue is the third number of BULLETIN DEI VERBUM. As already announced,
ou r f i nanc ia l s i t ua t i on does no t pe rm i t us to con t i nue send ing ou r Bu l l e t i n
free of charge to those who received WORD-EVENT without payment. Our
publications are sent gratis only to members, since the membership fee
covers the expenses, and to those with whom a special arrangement has been
m a d e .

To those who wish to cont inue receiving the Bul let in and do not come under
the above mentioned categories we therefore direct this final appeal: kindly
return the subscr ipt ion form and make arrangements for payment i f you have
not already done so since otherwise this wi l l be the last issue of the
Bul le t in which we are ab le to send you. We hope for your unders tanding in
t h i s m a t t e r .

S U B S C R I P T I O N F O R M F O R B U L L E T I N D E I V E R B U M

O r g a n i z a t i o n / I n s t i t u t e :

M r / M r s / F r / S r / B r :

A d d r e s s :

( P l e a s e u s e c a p i t a l l e t t e r s o r t y p e )

* I w i s h t o s u b s c r i b e t o B U L L E T I N D E I V E R B U M f o r t h e y e a r 1 9 8 7 ( 4 i s s u e s ) .

* I w o u l d p r e f e r : ( ) t h e E n g l i s h e d i t i o n

( ) t h e F r e n c h e d i t i o n

( ) t h e G e r m a n e d i t i o n

* C a t e g o r y o f s u b s c r i p t i o n : ( ) O r d i n a r y : 1 2 U S d o l l a r s ( o r e q u i v a l e n t )

( ) Suppor t i ng : 25 US do l l a rs (o r equ iva len t )

( ) Th i rd Wor ld : 8 US do l la rs (o r equ iva len t )

( ) S tuden ts : 8 US do l l a rs (o r equ iva len t )

* I w i s h t o p a y t h e a i r m a i l r a t e o f 2 U S d o l l a r s e x t r a ( ) .

* I enclose a cheque/money order for the amount indicated.

D a t e S i g n a t u r e

- P a y m e n t o f s u b s c r i p t i o n f e e s s h o u l d b e m a d e t o :

WCFBA, L iga Bank, Speyer , Acc . No. 59820 (BLZ 547 903 00)
I f y o u a r e a b l e t o , w e w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e i t i f y o u w o u l d p a y f o r a
s u p p o r t i n g s u b s c r i p t i o n t o h e l p u s c o v e r p r o d u c t i o n c o s t s .


