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T h e W o r l d C a t h o l i c F e d e r a t i o n f o r I d l e h c
B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e ( V C F B A i s a n i n t e r - «
n a t i o n a l f e l l a a s h i p o f C a t h o l i c o r g a n i a a - «
t i o n s i n v o l v e d i n b i b l i c a l p a a t o r c d i D o r k . «
^e members foster mutual service among all «
l o c a l c h u r c h e s . «

• K

Trans la t ion and d is t r ibut ion of Cathol ic and «
i n t e r c o n f e s s i o n a l e d i t i o n s o f t h e B i b l e i n «
simple language^ in cooperation with bible «
societies throughout the worlds is part of «
t h i s s e r v i c e . |

«

F u r t h e r m o r e ^ i t i s t h e i n t e n t i o n o f t h e «
VCFBA to promote b ib l ica l s tudies, to sup- «
por t the product ion o f pedagogica l a ids for *
a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f b i b l i c a l t e x t s , «
and to ass is t in the format ion o f min is ters «
o f t h e W o r d , s u c h a s b i b l i c a l a n i m a t o r s , «
lec tors and ca tech is ts , suggest ing wags to «
form bible groups and recamending the use |
of both mass and group media to facilitate «
t h e i r e n c o u n t e r w i t h t h e W o r d . *

*

The Federation wishes to promote a dialogue «
also with people who believe only in human «
values, as well as to encourage an encounter «
wi th the sacred wr i t ings o f o ther re l ig ions . ^
Through such encounters the revealed Word of «
God can offer a more profound understanding «
o f G o d a n d o f h u m a n l i f e . *

■K

The Federation appeals to everyone to add «
t h e i r p e r s o n a l c a n m a m i t y s u p p o r t t o t h i s «
g r e a t t a s k . «

*

+ A l b e r t o A b l o n d i , B i s h o p o f L i v o m o «
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e V C F B A *

Vl̂ i%
BDLLETIH DEI VERBDM is a quarterly
publication in English, French and German.
T h e S p a n i s h e d i t i o n w i l l c o n t i n u e t o b e

produced by the WCFBA Regional Office for
L a t i n A m e r i c a u n d e r t h e t i t l e " L a P a l a b r a

Hoy".

E d i t o r i a l B o a r d :
Anton Steiner, Franqois Tr icard,
Ludger Feldkamper, Marc Sevin.
E d i t o r i a l T e a m :
Heinz Roster, Marc Sevin, Carola Tress.

Condit ions of subscr ipt ion for 1987:

- O r d i n a r y s u b s c r i p t i o n : U S $ 1 2
- Support ing subscript ion: US$ 25
- T h i r d W o r l d c o u n t r i e s : U S $ 8
- S t u d e n t s : U S $ 8

(US$ 2 must be added i f the
A issues are to be sent airmail)

In order to cover production costs we request
all those who can to pay the supporting
s u b s c r i p t i o n r a t e .

Do not forget to indicate in which language
you wish to receive the Bulletin: English,
F r e n c h o r G e r m a n .

"Easy access to Sacred Scripture should be
p r o v i d e d f o r a l l t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h f u l "

(De i Verhum, 22) .

G E N E R A L S E C R E T A R I A T

Mittelstr. 12, P.O. Box 601
7000 Stuttgart, West Germany

TeL (0711) 609274 or 604099

The World Catholic Federation for the Biblical Apostolate
is an "international Catholic organization of a public

character" (cf. Code of Canon Law, 312.1.1).

All subscriptions run annually from January
to December. Persons requesting subscription
in the course of a year will also receive the
past issues of that year. (No. 1 of BULLETIN
DEI VERBUM is part of the 1986 WORD-EVENT
s u b s c r i p t i o n . )

F o r f u l l a n d a s s o c i a t e m e m b e r s o f t h e
Federat ion the pr ice of subscr ipt ion is
included in the annual membership fee.

Please send your subscription fee to the
G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n

(address opposite).

Bank: Liga Bank, Speyer
Acc. No. 59820 (BLZ 54790300)

REPROIMJCTION OF ARTICLES
We invite our members to reproduce in their
own publ icat ions any ar t ic les pr inted in
BULLETIN DEI VERBUM which they consider to be
of in terest to the i r readers, un less a
statement to the contrary is given.
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C O N T E N T S E D I T O R I A L

* * * * 4 c *

* A N N U A L R E P O R T

O F T H E G E N E R A L S E C R E T A R Y 4

* B I B L I C A L A P O S T O L A T E

IN FRENCH-SPEAKING AFRICA,

E S P E C I A L L Y I N Z A I R E 8

* "THE PACIFIC", vo lume one of

A G U I D E T O C A T H O L I C

B I B L E T R A N S L A T I O N S 1 1

* F I N A L S T A T E M E N T

o f t h e F i r s t N a t i o n a l W o r k s h o p
o n t h e B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e
i n S r i L a n k a 1 3

* "WATCHING JESUS"

A s i m p l e f r a m e w o r k f o r

G o s p e l r e a d i n g ( O c e a n i a ) 1 5

* R e p o r t :

A p a r i s h g u i d e t o p r e p a r i n g
a " B i b l e S u n d a y " ( I r e l a n d ) 1 6

* "Getting to know each other"
P r e s e n t a t i o n o f F e d e r a t i o n

m e m b e r s .
- T h a i l a n d 1 7

- Z i m b a b w e 1 8

* N e w m e m b e r s o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n 1 8

* G e n e r a l I n f o r m a t i o n :

- A f r i c a : V e r b u r a b i b l e 1 9

- B r a z i l : X V I I B i b l e W e e k 1 9
- Cameroon: Workshops

o n t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e 1 9
- C e n t r a l E u r o p e : M e e t i n g o f

b i b l i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 1 9
- Fede ra l Repub l i c o f Ge rmany :

- C e n t r e i n M a i h i n g e n
- B i b l e s i n b r a i l l e 1 9

- F r a n c e : N a t i o n a l C o n g r e s s

o f B i b l i c i s t s 1 9
- J a p a n : S t u d i u m B i b l i c u m

F r a n c i s c a n u m , T o k y o 2 0
- M a l a y s i a : B a s i c B i b l i c a l

W o r k s h o p 2 0
- N e w Z e a l a n d : S t a t e m e n t

o n B i b l e S t u d i e s 2 0
- P e r u : N a t i o n a l m e e t i n g

o n t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e 2 0
- P h i l i p p i n e s : R e g i o n a l b i b l i c a l

meeting of Mindanao/Sulu, and
b i b l i c a l a c t i v i t i e s i n 1 9 8 7 2 0

"Since the Federation is worldtaide, congratulations on
producing the Bul let in in several languages!. . . " , "The
II Vatican Council document DEI VERBUM still forms the
basis of our Federation; the name of the new Bulletin
appears very f i t t ing. . . " . These two react ions s im up
the different responses received since the appearance
of the first nuaR}er of BULLETIN DEI VERBUM. lou
encourage us to continue.

On reading this second niaxbep, you will doubtless be
su rp r i sed a t t he i nc rease i n b i b l i ca l ac t i v i t i e s
within the Catholic world. &ie past year has seen a
palpable rise in the number of meetings held on all
levels - locals national and regional - between
pas to ra l leaders fo r the b ib l i ca l apos to la te . Th is
development may well continue in future years. Such
in i t i a t i ves o r ig ina ted , i n the ma jo r i t y o f cases , f rom
Federation members. We cannot but rejoice in this, but
there is s t i l l p lenty of work to do in implanent ing
the pastoral goals set down in DEI VERBUM.

Thanks to the detai led report of the general secretary
(pages 4-7) you can verify that here and there dynamic
structures are coming into being inside the
Federation. Their purpose is not only to improve
dis t r ibut ion of the Bib le wi th in the communi t ies , but
also to accompany the reading of i t . Information
concerning the latent danger of a f imdamental ist ic
reading of the Bible and the damage resulting-from
this reac^ us from the four comers of the earth.

lou can also see f rom th is Bul let in that the bib l ical
apostolate is developing very fast in French-speaking
Africa (pages 9-10) and that cooperation between
tdblical animators in Sri Lanka is intensifying (page
13). lou will also discover how a simple method of
unknown origin enables the faithful of Oceania to
understand biblical texts (page IS), and how a parish
in Ireland prepares the celebration of Bible Sunday
(page 16-17).

lou wil l then be introduced to two of the Federation's
full meters: Thailand and Zimbcibwe (pages 17-18).

Finally, i tems of information on work being done in
the f ie ld of the bibl ical apostolate have been
selected from reports sent to the General Secretariat
(pages 17-20).

Ve are grateful for your participation in BULLETIN DEI
VERBUM. Flease send us regularly:
- repor ts on your ac t i v i t i es ;
- samples of your publ icat ions ( t ranslat ions,

bulletins, reviews, study courses, correspondence
courses, bible games, songs, etc.) ;
- descr ip t ions o f b ib l i cd l events in your county .
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

GENERAL SECRETARY'S ANNUAL REPORT
- 1 9 8 6 -

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

A t t h e o u t s e t i t m u s t b e s a i d t h a t t h e s c o p e a n d
e x t e n t o f t h i s r e p o r t c a n n o t b e b u t l i m i t e d .

I d e a l l y , i t s h o u l d c o v e r t h e b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l
w o r k c a r r i e d o u t b y t h e F e d e r a t i o n m e m b e r s .

F u r t h e r m o r e , i t s h o u l d c o v e r t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f
a l l t h e m e m b e r s i n 8 5 c o u n t r i e s ! S i n c e t h i s i s

c l e a r l y a n i m p o s s i b l e t a s k i t m u s t r e s t r i c t
i t s e l f t o s u m m a r i z i n g t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e
G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t , w h i c h i s a t t h e s e r v i c e o f
t h e m e m b e r s , a n d w i l l d e a l , t h e r e f o r e , w i t h

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l r a t h e r t h a n p a s t o r a l m a t t e r s .
F u r t h e r m o r e , i t c o n c e r n s o n l y t h o s e a r e a s o f
a c t i v i t y i n w h i c h t h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t h a s
b e e n d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d .

I . M E M B E R S H I P

I n 1 9 8 6 t h e n u m b e r o f F e d e r a t i o n m e m b e r s r e a c h e d
a t o t a l o f 6 5 f u l l m e m b e r s a n d 1 4 3 a s s o c i a t e

m e m b e r s . F u l l m e m b e r s a c c e p t e d u p o n o f f i c i a l

r eques t du r i ng t he yea r we re : New Zea land ,
S p a i n , S y r i a , a n d t h e S c a n d i n a v i a n B i s h o p s '
C o n f e r e n c e . D u r i n g t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e

m e e t i n g i n A p r i l , 1 9 8 6 , s e v e n n e w a s s o c i a t e
m e m b e r s w e r e a d m i t t e d .

The comp le te l i s t o f membe rs w i t h add resses has
now been published in the WCFBA DIRECTORY.

I I . E X E C U T I V E C O M M I T T E E A N D A D M I N I S T R A T I V E B O A R D

1 . E X E C U T I V E C O M M I T T E E

T h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e h e l d i t s 1 9 8 6 a n n u a l

m e e t i n g i n N e m i , n e a r R o m e ( 7 - 1 1 . 4 ) . S i n c e a
d e t a i l e d r e p o r t w a s i n c l u d e d i n t h e g e n e r a l

s e c r e t a r y ' s l e t t e r o f M a y 1 9 8 6 t o a l l m e m b e r s i t
w i l l b e s u f f i c i e n t t o s u m m a r i z e t h e m o r e

i m p o r t a n t a s p e c t s h e r e .

I ssues emerg ing f r om the Execu t i ve Commi t t ee
members' reports comprised the following:
- T h e r e a l i z a t i o n a n d r e c o g n i t i o n o f d i v e r s i t y

a n d p l u r a l i t y w i t h i n t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e ;
- R e g i o n a l s t r u c t u r e s ;
- T h e i m p o r t a n c e o f f o r m a t i o n .

F i v e o f f i c i a l v i s i t s w e r e m a d e i n R o m e :
- T o t h e S e c r e t a r i a t f o r P r o m o t i n g C h r i s t i a n

U n i t y ;
- T o a t t e n d a n a u d i e n c e w i t h t h e H o l y F a t h e r ,

P o p e J o h n P a u l I I ;
- T o t h e P o n t i f i c a l B i b l i c a l C o m m i s s i o n , w h i c h

h e l d i t s a n n u a l m e e t i n g d u r i n g t h a t w e e k ;
- T o t h e P o n t i f i c a l B i b l i c a l I n s t i t u t e ;

- T o t h e G e n e r a l a t e o f t h e D i v i n e W o r d

M i s s i o n a r i e s .

I n h i s a d d r e s s t o t h e E C , t h e H o l y F a t h e r
u n d e r l i n e d w h a t h a d b e e n s a i d b y t h e F a t h e r s o f
t he Ex t rao rd ina ry Synod o f B i shops i n November
1 9 8 5 , n a m e l y t h a t t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n o n D i v i n e
Revelation DEI VERBUM had been too much neg
l e c t e d i n t h e p a s t . T h i s f a c t , h e p o i n t e d o u t ,
s h o u l d b e s e e n a s a c h a l l e n g e t o t h e F e d e r a t i o n .
I n a n s w e r t o t h i s c h a l l e n g e t h e E C w r o t e a
l e t t e r t o t h e H o l y F a t h e r , b r i n g i n g t o h i s
attention the concern for a Synod on "Sacred
S c r i p t u r e i n t h e L i f e o f t h e C h u r c h " a s r e s o l v e d
u p o n d u r i n g t h e I I I P l e n a r y A s s e m b l y i n
B a n g a l o r e .

The resolutions drawn up by the EC, which are
i n t e n d e d a s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s f o r a l l F e d e r a t i o n

m e m b e r s , w e r e a s f o l l o w s :
- T h e m e m b e r s s h o u l d p r o m o t e a r e f l e c t i o n o n

t h e n a t u r e a n d p a s t o r a l c o n s e q u e n c e s o f
F U N D A M E N T A L I S M a n d I N T E G R I S M i n t h e u s e o f
t h e B i b l e .

- The members should assist in the development
and use of Catechisms (to suit the particular
age g roup and cu l t u ra l s i t ua t i on ) BASED ON
T H E B I B L E a n d i l l u s t r a t e d b y i t .

- The WCFBA, through its members and various

of f icers, should cont inue to press for the
realization of a Synod on "The Bible in the
L i f e o f t h e C h u r c h " .

- The WCFBA, th rough i t s members and va r i ous

o f f i c e r s , s h o u l d f i n d w a y s t o h a v e t h e B i b l e
included in the agenda of the Synod on Laity.

W C F B A P r e s i d e n t

The act iv i t ies of the president . Bishop Alber to
Ablond i o f L ivorno, I ta ly , who is an ex-of f ic io
member of the EC, deserve special mention here.
He arranged the audience with the Holy Father
and the vis i t to the Secretar iat for Promoting
C h r i s t i a n U n i t y . O n t w o o c c a s i o n s ( 2 4 . 6 a n d
12.12) he part ic ipated in meetings at this
S e c r e t a r i a t d e a l i n g w i t h t h e S e c o n d E d i t i o n o f
t h e G u i d i n g P r i n c i p l e s f o r I n t e r c o n f e s s i o n a l
Translat ions of the Bible. He l ikewise graced
two mee t i ngs o f r ep resen ta t i ves o f t he WCFBA
assoc ia te members in Rome w i th h is p resence

( 2 1 . 1 a n d 1 1 . 1 2 ) . I n o r d e r t o m a k e t h e F e d e r a
t i o n a n d i t s b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l c o n c e r n s b e t t e r
k n o w n i n R o m e , I t a l y a n d b e y o n d , h e d i r e c t e d a
l e t t e r t o a l l t h e I t a l i a n b i s h o p s a n d w r o t e
a r t i c l e s o n t h e F e d e r a t i o n a n d b i b l i c a l a p o s t o
l a t e f o r p u b l i c a t i o n b y t h e V a t i c a n a n d I t a l i a n

p r e s s .

B i s h o p A b l o n d i ' s a c t i v i t i e s , h o w e v e r , w e r e n o t
l i m i t e d t o I t a l y . O n F e b r u a r y 2 1 s t h e p a r t i c i

p a t e d i n a m e e t i n g o f t h e U n i t e d B i b l e S o c i e t i e s
r e g i o n a l s e c r e t a r i e s i n L i s b o n , w h e n h e a l s o
v i s i t e d t h e D i f u s o r a B i b l i c a , a n a s s o c i a t e

m e m b e r o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n , a n d t h e P a t r i a r c h o f
L i s b o n . I n M a y ( 4 - 5 ) h e p a r t i c i p a t e d i n a
c e l e b r a t i o n h e l d b y t h e F r e n c h B i b l e S o c i e t y ,
P a r i s , a l s o v i s i t i n g o u r m e m b e r E v a n g i l e e t V i e
a n d o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s o f i n t e r e s t t o t h e

bibl ical apostolate. On August 25th, fo l lowing a
v i s i t t o t h e t o m b o f C a r d i n a l B e a ( " f o u n d e r " o f
t he WCFBA) i n R iedboh r i ngen i n t he B lack Fo res t ,
he visited Archbishop Saier, Bishop of Freiburg
a n d c h a i r m a n o f t h e P a s t o r a l C o m m i s s i o n o f t h e
German Bishops' Conference. The following day he
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m e t w i t h t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e S c a n d i n a v i a n

B i s h o p s ' C o n f e r e n c e d u r i n g t h e i r a n n u a l m e e t i n g ,
he ld t h i s t ime i n Ge rmany . The re can be no doub t
t h a t t h e F e d e r a t i o n ' s p r e s i d e n t h a s t h e c a u s e o f
t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e v e r y m u c h a t h e a r t .

R e g i o n a l C o o r d i n a t o r s
Recognit ion must also be given to the activit ies
a n d e n d e a v o u r s o f o u r r e g i o n a l c o o r d i n a t o r s :
- F r . C e s a r H e r r e r a , L a t i n A m e r i c a

F r . P a u l P u t h a n a n g a d y , S o u t h A s i a
F r . W i m W i j t t e n , S o u t h e a s t A s i a

- S r . A n n u n t i a I m , N o r t h e a s t A s i a

- B i s h o p A n t o n i o s N a g u i b , M i d d l e E a s t .

P a r t i c u l a r l y w o r t h m e n t i o n i n g a r e t h e j o u r n e y s
made by F r . W im Wi j t t en t h rough Ma lays i a ,

Singapore and Thailand, and Bishop Naguib
t h r o u g h t h e c o u n t r i e s o f t h e M i d d l e E a s t
( J o r d a n , I r a k , S y r i a , L e b a n o n a n d h i s h o m e
country , Egypt ) .

2 . A D M I N I S T R A T I V E B O A R D

T h e A d m i n i s t r a t i v e B o a r d , w h i c h i s c o m p e t e n t f o r
f i n a n c i a l a n d l e g a l m a t t e r s , m e t t w i c e d u r i n g
t h e y e a r ( 7 . 2 a n d 2 6 . 9 ) . I n o r d e r t o r e l i e v e t h e

precar ious f inancia l s i tuat ion of the General
S e c r e t a r i a t , A d m i n i s t r a t i v e B o a r d m e m b e r F r e r e
F e r d i n a n d P o s w i c k m a d e a s p e c i a l j o u r n e y t o t h e
U n i t e d S t a t e s ( 9 - 1 7 . 1 0 ) .

I I I . G E N E R A L S E C R E T A R I A T

1 . S T A F F

T h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t , s i t u a t e d s i n c e 1 9 7 2 i n

S t u t t g a r t , i s t h e a c t i o n a r m o f t h e E x e c u t i v e
C o m m i t t e e a n d c e n t r a l i n f o r m a t i o n a n d s e r v i c e

c e n t r e f o r t h e e n t i r e F e d e r a t i o n . I n 1 9 8 6 i t h a d

e i g h t f u l l - t i m e s t a f f m e m b e r s : f i v e s e n i o r s t a f f
m e m b e r s a n d t h r e e s e c r e t a r i e s . T h e a r e a s o f

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y a r e d i v i d e d a s f o l l o w s :
- Fr. Ludger Feldkamper, svd, general

s e c r e t a r y : c o n t a c t s , c o o r d i n a t i o n a n d

p r o m o t i o n ;
- F r . P i e t R i k j s , c s s p a n d F r . G i i n t h e r F i r l u s ,

s v d : p r o j e c t e v a l u a t i o n a n d f i n a n c e s ;
- A b b e M a r c S e v i n a n d M r . H e i n z R o s t e r :

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s a n d p u b l i c a t i o n s .

F r . G i i n t h e r F i r l u s i s a n e w c o m e r t o t h e o f f i c e ,
a n d A b b e M a r c S e v i n h a s t a k e n o v e r t h e e d i t o r

s h i p o f o u r p u b l i c a t i o n s s i n c e D r . R o b e r t
D e l a n e y l e f t t o t a k e u p a n e w p o s i t i o n w i t h
F r a n c i s c a n P u b l i c a t i o n s i n L o s A n g e l e s , U S A ( C f .
l a s t e d i t i o n o f W O R D - E V E N T a n d f i r s t e d i t i o n o f
B U L L E T I N D E I V E R B U M ) .

F o r e f f e c t i v e c o o r d i n a t i o n a n d c o l l a b o r a t i o n

w i t h i n t h e o f f i c e t h e s t a f f h e l d 1 2 " h o u s e

meet ings" , w i th an add i t iona l "sen ior s ta f f
meeting" (21-23.12) in order to assess work done
i n 1 9 8 6 a n d t o p l a n f o r 1 9 8 7 .

2 . V I S I T O R S

T h e f a c t t h a t t h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t i s a t t h e
s e r v i c e o f t h e U n i v e r s a l C h u r c h c a n b e s e e n f r o m
t h e v i s i t o r s ' l i s t w h i c h , a l t h o u g h n o t v e r y l o n g

( a b o u t 2 5 - 3 0 ) , c o v e r s a g r e a t n u m b e r o f
c o u n t r i e s . V i s i t o r s a r r i v e d f r o m A f r i c a

(Cameroon , Kenya , Togo , Chad) , La t in Amer i ca
(A rgen t ina , Bo l i v ia , B raz i l , Pe ru ) , As ia ( Ind ia ,
I n d o n e s i a , P h i l i p p i n e s ) a n d E u r o p e ( A u s t r i a ,
England, Germany, Italy, Rumania).

3 . J O U R N E Y S A N D V I S I T S

Comp lemen ta r y t o t he v i s i t s made by r ep resen
tat ives of WCFBA members and other people
i n v o l v e d i n b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e a r e t h e j o u r n e y s
and v i s i t s unde r t aken by members o f t he Gene ra l

S e c r e t a r i a t , i n p a r t i c u l a r o f t h e g e n e r a l
s e c r e t a r y . W e a r e c o n v i n c e d t h a t p e r s o n a l
c o n t a c t i s t h e m o s t e f f e c t i v e w a y t o d i s c o v e r
t h e t r u e s i t u a t i o n o f t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e ,
t o a n i m a t e b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l a c t i v i t i e s a n d t o

promote the Federation. The following is a short
s u m m a r y o f j o u r n e y s a n d v i s i t s w i t h t h i s a i m .

A F R I C A

Fol lowing an inv i ta t ion, Fr .Ri jks and Fr . Sevin
v i s i t e d R u a n d a a n d Z a i r e ( 1 - 1 5 . 9 )

A M E R I C A

F r . S e v i n a n d F r . T r i c a r d , f o r m e r a n d p r e s e n t
d i r e c t o r s o f E v a n g i l e e t V i e , v i s i t e d S O C A B I a n d
t h e C a n a d i a n B i b l i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n i n C a n a d a

( 2 2 . 1 0 - 8 . 1 1 )

A S I A

F r . F e l d k a m p e r , F r . P u t h a n g a d y a n d F r . W i j t t e n
a t t e n d e d a m e e t i n g a t t h e E a s t A s i a n P a s t o r a l
I n s t i t u t e i n M a n i l a , a n e w a s s o c i a t e m e m b e r o f .
t h e F e d e r a t i o n , h e l d f o r m e m b e r s o f 1 5 n a t i o n a l

pas to ra l i ns t i t u tes o f As ia /Pac i f i c ( 18 -23 .5 ) .
I n o r d e r t o i n v e s t i g a t e p o s s i b l e w a y s i n w h i c h
t h e F e d e r a t i o n c a n h e l p t o m e e t t h e n e e d f o r
b ib l ica l apostolate in the People 's Republ ic of
C h i n a , F r . F e l d k a m p e r a n d F r . R i j k s m e t w i t h
B i s h o p J i n L u x i a n , A u x i l i a r y B i s h o p o f S h a n g h a i ,
w h i l e h e w a s v i s i t i n g G e r m a n y ( 2 4 . 4 a n d 2 9 . 4 ) .
F r . F e l d k a m p e r a l s o a t t e n d e d a m e e t i n g o f p e o p l e
c o n c e r n e d w i t h C h i n a ( 1 4 - 1 6 . 1 1 ) .

O C E A N I A

F r . F e l d k a m p e r m a d e a n e x t e n s i v e t o u r o f

O c e a n i a , v i s i t i n g t h e P a c i f i c i s l a n d s o f S a m o a ,
F i j i and Tonga as wel l as New Zea land and
A u s t r a l i a ( 2 5 . 5 - 2 1 . 6 ) . I n a d d i t i o n t o s e v e r a l

a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r m e m b e r s h i p , b o t h f u l l a n d
a s s o c i a t e , t h e n e t r e s u l t o f t h i s j o u r n e y w a s
t h e p l a n f o r a n A l l - O c e a n i a M e e t i n g o n t h e
B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e s o m e t i m e i n t h e n o t t o o
d i s t a n t f u t u r e .

M I D D L E E A S T

A s a f o l l o w - u p t o t h e F i r s t R e g i o n a l M e e t i n g f o r
t he M idd le Eas t i n 1985 , B i shop Nagu ib and F r .

F e l d k a m p e r v i s i t e d t h e f o l l o w i n g c o u n t r i e s :
J o r d a n , I r a k , S y r i a , L e b a n o n a n d E g y p t
( 5 - 2 2 . 1 0 ) .

E U R O P E

A U S T R I A . T h e a n n u a l a s s e m b l y o f b i b l i c a l - p a s
t o r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f C e n t r a l E u r o p e ( A r b e i t s -

g e m e i n s c h a f t M i t t e l e u r o p a i s c h e r B i b e l w e r k e ) h e l d
t h i s y e a r i n I n n s b r u c k , A u s t r i a ( 7 - 9 . 9 ) w a s
a t t e n d e d b y F r . F e l d k a m p e r a n d F r . F i r l u s .
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F R A N C E . O n s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s F r . S e v i n , f o r m e r l y

d i r e c t o r o f E v a n g i l e e t V i e , m a d e s p e c i a l
e f f o r t s t o i n t r o d u c e t h e F e d e r a t i o n a n d i t s

c o n c e r n s t o i n t e r e s t e d p e o p l e i n F r a n c e .

P a r t i c u l a r l y w o r t h m e n t i o n i n g a r e t h e a n n u a l
m e e t i n g s o f t h e F r e n c h C a t h o l i c F e d e r a t i o n f o r
B i b l i c a l S t u d i e s A C F E B . F u r t h e r m o r e , f o l l o w i n g
the Execu t i ve Commi t tee meet ing in Nemi a

s p e c i a l m e e t i n g w a s h e l d f o r F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g
m e m b e r s w i t h t h e a i m o f f o s t e r i n g b e t t e r
c o o r d i n a t i o n .

GERMANY, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC. Fr. Feldkamper and
F r . R i j k s m a d e a s p e c i a l v i s i t f o l l o w i n g a n
i n v i t a t i o n f r o m t h e c o o r d i n a t o r f o r

b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l w o r k o f t h e B e r l i n B i s h o p s '
C o n f e r e n c e ( 3 - 8 . 1 1 ) .

GERMANY, FEDERAL REPUBLIC. Fr. Feldkamper
a t t e n d e d t h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g o f K a t h o l i s c h e s
B i b e l w e r k ( 2 8 - 3 0 . 9 ) . I n o r d e r t o m a k e t h e
F e d e r a t i o n b e t t e r k n o w n a n d t o s o l i c i t f i n a n c i a l

s u p p o r t , h e a l s o h a d s e v e r a l m e e t i n g s w i t h
members o f the German Ep iscopate , w i th the

s e c r e t a r y o f t h e B i s h o p s ' C o n f e r e n c e a n d w i t h
t h e c h a i r m a n o f t h e P a s t o r a l C o m m i s s i o n o f t h e

German B ishops ' Con fe rence . (Some o f these

meet ings were a lso a t tended by members o f
K a t h o l i s c h e s B i b e l w e r k a n d K a t h o l i s c h e B i b e l -

a n s t a l t a s w e l l a s a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m t h e

f u n d i n g a g e n c i e s . )

O u r c o n c e r n s w e r e a l s o b r o u g h t t o t h e a t t e n t i o n
of the German Catholic Mission Council by way of
a v i s i t t o i t s g e n e r a l s e c r e t a r y m a d e b y F r .

F e l d k a m p e r a n d a p r e s e n t a t i o n o n t h e o c c a s i o n o f
i t s a n n u a l m e e t i n g g i v e n b y M r . K b s t e r .

I T A L Y

The impo r tance o f Rome fo r t he Fede ra t i on canno t
b e d e n i e d . I n a d d i t i o n t o w h a t h a s b e e n

m e n t i o n e d a b o v e ( C f . E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e a n d

Bishop Ablondi), Fr. Feldkamper made four
further tr ips to Rome (one with Fr. Ri jks) for
v is i ts to the Secretar ia t for Promot ing Chr is
t i a n U n i t y , t h e P o n t i f i c a l B i b l i c a l I n s t i t u t e
and assoc ia te members , and t o a t t end con fe rences
related to the bib l ical apostolate and the
F e d e r a t i o n , e t c .

T h e n e c e s s i t y o f a R o m e l i a i s o n o f f i c e o r
F e d e r a t i o n s t a f f m e m b e r b e c o m e s m o r e a n d m o r e
evident. Fr. Pietro Sessolo svd (Col legio del
V e r b o D i v i n o , V i a d e i V e r b i t i 1 , C . P . 5 0 8 0 ,
00154 Roma) has not only accepted this respon
sibi l i ty unt i l a bet ter arrangement can be
found, but has already provided great assistance
a s c o n t a c t p e r s o n i n R o m e f o r t h e S t u t t g a r t
o f f i c e .

P O L A N D

A t t h e r e q u e s t o f t h e A r b e i t s g e m e i n s c h a f t

M i t t e l e u r o p a i s c h e r B i b e l w e r k e , F r . F i r l u s m a d e a
s p e c i a l j o u r n e y t o P o l a n d t o s u r v e y n e e d s a n d
p o s s i b i l i t i e s c o n c e r n i n g t h e B i b l e .

P O R T U G A L

O n t h e o c c a s i o n o f a m e e t i n g w i t h t h e U n i t e d
B i b l e S o c i e t y r e g i o n a l s e c r e t a r i e s ( 2 1 - 2 2 . 2 )

Bishop Ablondi and Fr. Feldkamper visited the
P a t r i a r c h o f L i s b o n a n d t h e D i f u s o r a B i b l i c a o f

the Cappuchin Friars, an associate member of the
F e d e r a t i o n .

S C A N D I N A V I A

A journey to Scandinavia planned by Bishop
Ablondi and Fr. Feldkamper became superfluous
when the opportunity arose to meet the Scan
dinavian bishops on the occasion of their annual
meeting held this year in Germany (26.8).

S P A I N

F r . F e l d k a m p e r v i s i t e d t h e a s s o c i a t e m e m b e r s o f

Spain and met with representatives of the
Bishops' Conference (19-20.2).

In addition to the addresses given during these
journeys, several seminars/workshops dealing
w i t h b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l w o r k a n d t h e F e d e r a t i o n
deserve mention. These were arranged for groups
o f p e o p l e w o r k i n g i n v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s : m i s s i o n
aries on home leave in Germany (one-week seminar
c o n d u c t e d i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h a s t a f f m e m b e r
of Katholisches Bibelwerk by Mr. Koster); two
three-day seminars for internat ional groups of
p r i e s t s a n d r e l i g i o u s i n N e m i n e a r R o m e ( F r .
Feldkamper); a one-day seminar for students at
the Pont i f i ca l B ib l i ca l Ins t i tu te and Reg ina
Mundi in Rome (Fr. Feldkamper). In this
c o n n e c t i o n I m a y m e n t i o n t h e p l a n n e d
Biblical-Pastoral Centre in Nemi, which has been
p r e s e n t e d i n t h e f i r s t n u m b e r o f B U L L E T I N D E I
V E R B U M .

4. COMMDNICATIONS

During the past year the General Secretariat has
publ ished the fo l lowing:
- The quarterly newsletter BULLETIN DEI VERBUM,

now in Eng l i sh , F rench and German . Th i s
succeeds WORD-EVENT which was only available
in English, and is intended mainly as a forum
of exchange among the members of the
Federation. The Spanish counterpart, LA
PALABRA HOY, will continue to be published in
i t s p r e v i o u s f o r m .

- The WCFBA DIRECTORY/HANDBOOK, which presents
the Federation, its members, activities,
a ims, s t ructures, and a br ie f h is tory
c o m p l e t e w i t h t h e r e l e v a n t d o c u m e n t a t i o n . T h e
English and German editions were published in
1985 and 1986, the French and Italian ones
are in the press, and editions in Spanish and
Portuguese are in preparation. The DIRECTORY
is available to members free of charge and to
a n y o n e e l s e w h o w i s h e s t o o r d e r i t f o r a
small charge to cover the production costs.

- The GUIDE TO CATHOLIC BIBLE TRANSLATIONS

publ ished by Fr. Piet Ri jks. This is a
c a t a l o g u e o f a l l C a t h o l i c a n d I n t e r c o n -
f ess iona l t r ans la t i ons o f t he B ib le , l ec t i on -
a r ies , p resen ta t ions o f the l i f e o f Chr i s t ,
sa lva t ion h is tory , e tc . The f i rs t vo lume,
covering the Pacific (150 pages, US$ 10), was
published in 1986 and the second, dealing
w i th A f r i ca , i s i n p repara t i on .
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5. PROMOTION OF PROJECT SUPPORT / EVALUATION OF
P R O J E C T S

O n e i m p o r t a n t s e r v i c e o f t h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t

i s t h e e v a l u a t i o n o f b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l p r o j e c t s
r e c e i v e d b y t h e E u r o p e a n C a t h o l i c f u n d i n g

agenc ies and sen t on to t he WCFBA o f f i ce fo r
e v a l u a t i o n .

I n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h i s w o r k w e h a v e c o n t i n u e d

t o f o s t e r c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h t h e f u n d i n g

a g e n c i e s :

- The annual funding agencies' meeting,
a t t e n d e d b y F r . F e l d k a m p e r , F r . R i j k s a n d F r .

F i r l u s , w a s h e l d i n V i e n n a ( 2 4 . 1 0 ) a n d

sponso red by t he Aus t r i an you th agency
K a t h o l i s c h e J u n g s c h a r O s t e r r e i c h s .

- F r . R i j k s a g a i n a t t e n d e d t h r e e m e e t i n g s o f

t h e S e l e c t i o n C o m m i t t e e o f t h e K a t h o l i s c h e

J u n g s c h a r O s t e r r e i c h s . T h e s e w e r e a l s o
a t t e n d e d b y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m o t h e r

f und ing agenc ies (M i ss i o Munchen , Sw i ss
L e n t e n F u n d , e t c ) .

- T h e f o l l o w i n g f u n d i n g a g e n c i e s w e r e a l s o

v i s i t e d d u r i n g 1 9 8 6 : C h u r c h i n N e e d ( F r .

R i j k s ) ; S w i s s L e n t e n F u n d ( F r . R i j k s a n d F r .
Firlus); AMA Holland (Fr. Feldkamper).
Th rough these con tac ts we hope to be a t t he
s e r v i c e o f F e d e r a t i o n m e m b e r s a n d o t h e r s

i n v o l v e d i n b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l w o r k w h o a r e i n
n e e d o f s u b s i d i e s .

6. INTERCONFESSIONAL COOPERATION
F ive mee t ings were he ld be tween F r . Fe ldkamper
a n d D r . U l r i c h F i c k , g e n e r a l s e c r e t a r y o f t h e
U n i t e d B i b l e S o c i e t i e s w h i c h a l s o h a s i t s

headquar ters in Stut tgar t .

As men t i oned above , two mee t i ngs a l so t ook p l ace
at the Secretar iat for Promoting Christ ian Unity
in order to f ina l ize the Guid ing Pr inc ip les for
I n t e r c o n f e s s i o n a l T r a n s l a t i o n s o f t h e B i b l e . I t

i s o u r f i r m h o p e t h a t t h e s e w i l l b e p u b l i s h e d

du r i ng 1987 .

Also previously mentioned was a meeting between
B i s h o p A b l o n d i , F r . F e l d k a m p e r , D r . F i c k a n d t h e
four Uni ted Bible Societ ies regional
s e c r e t a r i e s .

T o g e t h e r w i t h F r . T o n i S t e i n e r o f t h e S w i s s
Cathol ic Bib l ica l Associat ion, Fr . Feldkamper
c o n t a c t e d D r . H a n s - R u e d i W e b e r w h o h o l d s t h e

P o r t f o l i o f o r B i b l i c a l S t u d y a t t h e W o r l d
C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s i n G e n e v a .

t h e f o l l o w i n g t w o r e a s o n s : F i r s t , w h a t w a s o f
r e a l v a l u e i n t h e p a s t y e a r o n l y t i m e , n a m e l y
t h e f u t u r e , w i l l t e l l . S e c o n d , w e w o u l d l i k e t o
i n v i t e o u r m e m b e r s a n d a l l o t h e r p e r s o n s
i n t e r e s t e d a n d i n v o l v e d i n b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e
t o g i v e a c r i t i c a l e v a l u a t i o n f r o m t h e i r o w n

p o i n t o f v i e w . I t i s t r u e t h a t t h e m a i n c o n c e r n
o f t h e m e m b e r s i s t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e i n t h e
c o n c r e t e p a s t o r a l s i t u a t i o n , w h e r e a s o u r c o n c e r n
h e r e a t t h e o f f i c e i s t h e F e d e r a t i o n . Y e t a l s o

our members should have the growth and

d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n a t h e a r t s i n c e
t h e i r r e a s o n f o r t h e i r j o i n i n g i t i s t o p r o v i d e
a n d o b t a i n h e l p f o r t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e .

2 . P r o s p e c t s
T h e y e a r 1 9 8 7 , w h i c h w e h a v e j u s t b e g u n , w i l l

c e r t a i n l y b r i n g i t s o w n c h a l l e n g e s a n d o p p o r
t u n i t i e s a l s o f o r t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e . 1
w o u l d l i k e t o m e n t i o n t h e f o l l o w i n g t w o f a c t s :

a ) 1987 marks t he ha l fway po in t be tween the
T h i r d P l e n a r y A s s e m b l y a n d t h e F o u r t h ( w h i c h
w i l l t a k e p l a c e i n 1 9 9 0 ) . I s i t t o o e a r l y t o
s t a r t c o n s i d e r i n g a n d p r e p a r i n g f o r t h i s

Assemb l y? On t he o the r hand , wha t be t t e r
p r e p a r a t i o n c a n t h e r e b e t h a n o u r c o n t i n u e d
ef fo r ts a t loca l , na t iona l and reg iona l /con
t i n e n t a l l e v e l s t o i m p l e m e n t t h e B a n g a l o r e
recommendat ions? Thus, i t wou ld be good to make
a n a s s e s s m e n t o f t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n s a t t h i s
t i m e .

b) The Bishops' Synod of this year on the Laity
s h o u l d c e r t a i n l y h a v e i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r t h e
b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e . T h e F e d e r a t i o n w a s f o u n d e d
i n 1 9 6 9 i n o r d e r t o i m p l e m e n t t h e C o u n c i l ' s
d i r e c t i v e s t h a t e a s y a c c e s s t o s a c r e d S c r i p t u r e
b e a v a i l a b l e t o a l l . I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , i . e .
w i t h t h i s d i r e c t i v e o f t h e C o u n c i l a n d w i t h t h e

f o r t h c o m i n g S y n o d , i s i t n o t n e c e s s a r y t o
r e f l e c t m o r e o n t h e s p e c i a l c o m p e t e n c e o f l a y

p e o p l e r e g a r d i n g s a c r e d S c r i p t u r e - a c o m p e t e n c e
t h a t i s t h e i r s n o t o n l y i n d i s c o v e r i n g t h e
treasures of God's inspired Word (we may here
c o n s i d e r t h e t e a c h i n g o f t h e C h u r c h o n t h e
s e n s u s f i d e i f i d e l i u m ) , b u t e s p e c i a l l y i n t r a n s

f o r m i n g t h e r e a l i t i e s o f t h i s w o r l d t h r o u g h
gospel values as "gospel-inspired lay people"?

LUDGER FELDKAMPER, SVD
GENERAL SECRETARY

C O N C L U S I O N

1 . I n r e t r o s p e c t
What has been written so far is a report: main
events have been recorded according to time,
p l a c e , p e o p l e a n d p u r p o s e . 1 h a v e r e f r a i n e d f r o m
g i v i n g a n e v a l u a t i o n h e r e , n o t b e c a u s e w e d o n o t
approach our tasks in a cri t ical way, but for
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B I B L I C A L A P O S T O L A T E I N

F R E N C H - S P E A K I N G A F R I C A /

E S P E C I A L L Y I N Z A I R E

« * * « « « « * * « « *

In the first number of BULLBTIH DEI VERBUM Fr.
Gilberto Gorgulho agreed to a presentation of
the biblical apostdlate in Brazil. For this
number we ashed Fr. Gerard Lesch^ a Divine Vord
Missionary living in Zaire, to give us a general
picture of the biblical apostolate in
French-speaking Africa based on his own ex
periences. Fr. Lesch has complied with this
request, adding greater detail to his ^ descrip
tion of the biblical apostolate in Zaire, tf^
country with which he is particularly familiar.

A l o o k a t t h e p a s t
S e v e r a l F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s h a v e

j u s t c e l e b r a t e d t h e o n e - h u n d r e d t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f
t h e i r e v a n g e l i z a t i o n . T h e m i s s i o n a r i e s w h o
announced the good news i n A f r i ca d id i t as men
o f t h e i r t i m e . T h e y d r e w u p t h e i r f i r s t

p r o c l a m a t i o n i n a w a y f i t t i n g f o r t h a t c u l t u r e
i n t h e l i g h t o f t h e s i g n s o f t h a t t i m e . T h u s ,
t h e f a i t h g r e w a n d t h e f i r s t C h r i s t i a n
c o m m u n i t i e s w e r e b o r n .

T h e B i b l e d i d n o t p l a y t h e i m p o r t a n t r o l e i t
d o e s t o d a y . T h e H o l y S c r i p t u r e s w e r e u s e d i n

l i t u r g i c a l r e a d i n g s . T h e c a t e c h i s m c o n t a i n e d
o n l y a f e w b i b l i c a l t e x t s . I n g e n e r a l , t h e
C h u r c h w a s r e t i c e n t a b o u t p u t t i n g t h e w h o l e
B i b l e i n t o t h e h a n d s o f C h r i s t i a n s . O n l y a f e w
C h r i s t i a n s i n t h e m i s s i o n c o u n t r i e s c o u l d r e a d ,

a n d t h e f i r s t m i s s i o n a r i e s f a c e d a m u l t i t u d e o f

languages which had as yet hardly been studied.

O n l y a f t e r V a t i c a n I I w e r e l a y p e o p l e I n v i t e d t o
open the whole Bible: "All of the preaching of
the Church mus t be nour i shed and ru led by the
s a c r e d S c r i p t u r e s . . . E a s y a c c e s s t o s a c r e d

S c r i p t u r e s h o u l d b e p r o v i d e d f o r a l l t h e
C h r i s t i a n f a i t h f u l " ( D V 2 1 f ) . T h i s t e x t f r o m D E I
V E R B U M i s o n e o f t h e r a r e o n e s f r o m V a t i c a n I I

w h i c h g i v e s a f o r m a l o r d e r t o t h e C h u r c h a s a
w h o l e .

T h i s o r d e r , g i v e n a t t h e e n d o f o n e h u n d r e d

y e a r s o f e v a n g e l i z a t i o n , h a s b e e n t a k e n b y t h e
Young Churches as their programme for the second
h u n d r e d y e a r s : g o t o t h e s o u r c e s o f t h e
r e v e l a t i o n a n d t h e f a i t h t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s

t r a n s m i t t e d t o t h e m , t o i m p l a n t a n d e l a b o r a t e
t h e m i n A f r i c a n c u l t u r e . T h i s e f f o r t h a s

sometimes been accompanied by the fear that the
m i s s i o n a r i e s c o u l d h a v e b e e n h i d i n g s o m e t h i n g
e s s e n t i a l . T h e r e f o r e , t h i s p r o g r a m m e i s
t w o - f o l d :

- T o p r o v i d e a c c e s s t o t h e H o l y S c r i p t u r e s b y

t r a n s l a t i n g a n d d i f f u s i n g t h e m . I n 1 9 8 2 , t h e
D i v i n e W o r d M i s s i o n a r i e s i n Z a i r e t o o k t h e

i n i t i a t i v e o f p u b l i s h i n g B i b l e s a n d r e l e v a n t
l i t e r a t u r e f o r e x p l a i n i n g t h e B i b l e i n
A f r i c a . T h e S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e o f t h e B i s h o p s
of Zaire "encouraged and blessed this project
w h i c h s h o u l d e f f i c i e n t l y c o n t r i b u t e t o w a r d s a

thorough evangel iza t ion" . (Let ter o f
2 7 . 6 . 1 9 8 1 f r o m t h e p r e s i d e n t o f t h e E p i s c o p a l
C o n f e r e n c e o f Z a i r e . ) S i n c e t h e n V E R B U M

B I B L E , c e n t r e o f p u b l i c a t i o n a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n
o f t h e B i b l e , h a s a n n u a l l y p u b l i s h e d s e v e r a l
n e w t i t l e s i n F r e n c h a n d i n v a r i o u s A f r i c a n

l a n g u a g e s , e . g . L a B i b l e d e J e r u s a l e m , L i l o b a
lya Nzambe (the Bible in Lingala) and Biblia
T a k a t i f u ( t h e B i b l e i n S w a h i l i ) .

- T o e x p l a i n t h e b i b l i c a l t e x t a n d m a k e i t

u n d e r s t o o d s o t h a t i t c a n n o u r i s h t h e f a i t h
of engaged Christians and help them to live
a s C h r i s t i a n s i n a n A f r i c a n c u l t u r e a n d
environment. On 24th June 1983, the Symposium
o f E p i s c o p a l C o n f e r e n c e s o f A f r i c a a n d

Madagascar (SECAM) announced the foundat ion
of the "Centre Biblique Catholique pour
I'Afrique et Madagascar". The purpose and
a i m s o f t h i s c e n t r e w e r e t o f u l f i l t h e d e c r e e

of DEI VERBUM that "easy access to sacred
S c r i p t u r e s h o u l d b e p r o v i d e d f o r a l l t h e
Chr is t ian fa i th fu l " (DV 22) , to p rov ide
gu ide l i nes fo r the b ib l i ca l apos to la te i n
A f r i c a , a n d t o t a k e o n a n d p r o m o t e b i b l i c a l
study and research contributing towards the
incarnation of the evangelical message in the
A f r i c a n c u l t u r e .

I n D e c e m b e r 1 9 7 5 t h e W C F B A s e n t a l e t t e r a n d

q u e s t i o n n a i r e t o a l l t h e b i s h o p s o f
French-speaking Africa and Madagascar to find
o u t h o w m u c h w a s k n o w n a b o u t t h e b i b l i c a l

apostolate in these countries. The purpose was
to create an "African Service" to promote this
a p o s t o l a t e t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o n t i n e n t . T h i s
ten-page quest ionnaire contained the fol lowing:
- L a n g u a g e s a n d t r a n s l a t i o n s u s e d i n t h e

d ioceses. Co l laborat ion wi th o ther re l ig ions.
- D i f f u s i o n o f H o l y S c r i p t u r e .
- B i b l i c a l f o r m a t i o n f o r c a t e c h i s t s a n d o t h e r

e v a n g e l i z e r s .
- Bible groups and other forms of Bible study.
- P u b l i c a t i o n s i n t h e b i b l i c a l f i e l d .

P o s s i b i l i t i e s , d i f f i c u l t i e s a n d n e e d s i n t h e
b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e .

M o s t o f t h e c h u r c h e s c o n t a c t e d a n s w e r e d t h i s

q u e s t i o n n a i r e . C a r d i n a l P a u l Z o u n g r a n a ,
A r c h b i s h o p o f O u a g a d o u g o u , s t a t e d : " O u r v a r i o u s
c o m m u n i t i e s a r e a t d i f f e r e n t s t a g e s o f

d e v e l o p m e n t , b u t t h e W o r d o f G o d c a l l s u s t o
c o o p e r a t i o n a n d c o n c e r t e d a c t i v i t y i n a u n i q u e
w a y . I t i s i n t h i s w a y t h a t t h e W C F B A i s c a l l e d
to be instrumental in recreating an awareness in
the People of God of the commonality of their
s c r i p t u r a l r o o t s w i t h t h o s e o f t h e c o m m u n i t i e s
e n c o u n t e r e d i n t h e B i b l e w h i c h , d u r i n g t h e i r
t i m e , a l s o g a v e w i t n e s s t o t h e W o r d o f G o d " .
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A W o r d o f L i f e

A f r i c a n p a s t o r s a r e c o n v i n c e d o f t h e p o w e r o f
t ransformat ion in the b ib l ica l message: " I f the
Word of God were known and l ived by a l l who
b e l i e v e i n C h r i s t . . . t h e f a c e o f t h e w o r l d w o u l d

change", wrote Msgr. Etsou, Archbishop of
Mbandaka . He became conv inced o f t h i s du r i ng h i s
f i f t e e n y e a r s o f b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e . H e s t i l l
c o n d u c t s a b i b l i c a l s e s s i o n e v e r y y e a r , d u r i n g
w h i c h h e d e v e l o p s t h e f o l l o w i n g t h e m e s f o r t h e
f a i t h f u l :
- B i b l e , W o r d o f G o d a n d W o r d o f L i f e
- H o w d o e s o n e r e a d t h e B i b l e ?

- H o w d o e s o n e p r a y w i t h t h e w o r d s f r o m t h e

B i b l e ?

- T h e B i b l e i n o u r f a m i l i e s

- D i f f u s i o n o f t h e B i b l e

- R e c e i v i n g t h e s a c r a m e n t s o f r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,

" T h e c o v e n a n t w i t h G o d i n t h e B i b l e "

D u r i n g t h e s e f i f t e e n y e a r s o f b i b i c a l a p o s t o l a t e
h e a l s o d i s t r i b u t e d t h o u s a n d s o f B i b l e s a n d

excerp ts f rom the Old and New Testaments .

A t t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e h u n d r e d t h a n n i v e r s a r y
o f t h e s e c o n d e v a n g e l i z a t i o n i n K i n s h a s a , P o p e
J o h n P a u l I I o r d a i n e d s e v e n b i s h o p s f o r A f r i c a ,
f o u r o f t h e m f o r Z a i r e . I n t h e s e r m o n h e g a v e o n
t h i s o c c a s i o n , t h e H o l y F a t h e r d r e w a p o r t r a i t
of the episcopal ministry in Afr ica: "You are
f i r s t l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p r e a c h i n g t h e G o s p e l . . .
H e r e i n A f r i c a , t h e m e n o f t h e C h u r c h a r e f i r s t

r e q u e s t e d : g i v e u s t h e W o r d o f G o d ! Y e s , i t i s a
m a r v e l l o u s t h i n g t o s e e y o u r c o m p a t r i o t s h u n g r y
f o r t h e G o s p e l : t h e y k n o w t h a t i t i s a m e s s a g e
of life..." (4th May 1980). On 3rd March, 1979,
Pope John Paul I I declared: "The f i rst pr ior i ty
for seminarians today is the teaching of God's
W o r d i n a l l i t s p u r i t y a n d i n t e g r i t y , w i t h a l l
i t s e x i g e n c i e s a n d i n a l l i t s p o w e r . T h e W o r d o f
G o d - a n d t h e W o r d o f G o d a l o n e - i s t h e b a s i s

f o r a l l m i n i s t r y , f o r a l l p a s t o r a l a c t i v i t y , f o r
a l l p r i e s t l y a c t i o n " .

O n 3 1 s t D e c e m b e r , 1 9 8 2 , C a r d i n a l M a l u l a , l o o k i n g
t o w a r d s t h e c o m i n g y e a r f o r h i s c l e r g y , s t a t e d
these outstanding facts: "In October we
experienced a very important event for our local
C h u r c h i n K i n s h a s a a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r t h e
C h u r c h o f Z a i r e : t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e B i b l e i n

L i n g a l a , . . . I t i s a b o o k f o r r e f l e c t i o n a n d
m e d i t a t i o n a n d i s a v a l u a b l e w o r k i n g i n s t r u m e n t
f o r o u r C h r i s t i a n m e e t i n g s , f o r a n i n - d e p t h
b i b l i c a l f o r m a t i o n o f l a r g e n u m b e r s o f o u r
f a i t h f u l . . . . A s f r o m n e x t y e a r , w e d e m a n d
b e t t e r b i b l i c a l f o r m a t i o n o f a l l a c t i v e l a y

p e o p l e : c a t e c h i s t s , t h o s e i n c h a r g e o f C . E . B .
(Communaute Ecc les ia le de Base) , members o f
p a r i s h a n d d e a n a r y c o m m i t t e e s . O u r a i m i s t o
give our local Church active lay people who are
respons ib le and compe ten t i n t he Word o f God i n
v i e w o f t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 . ( D i o c e s e o f K i n s h a s a ,
P a s t o r a l L i f e N o . 1 3 , M a r c h 1 9 8 3 , p . 2 0 . )

N e w s

l i t u r g y o f t h e s a c r a m e n t s , e s p e c i a l l y b a p t i s m b y
s t e p s w h i c h i s d o n e u s i n g t h e W o r d o v e r s e v e r a l
y e a r s . E v e r y m e e t i n g b e g i n s w i t h a n a p p r o p r i a t e
reading from the Bible, whether in a group of
"Bilenge y mwinda" (Youth of the Light of
Zaire), the Legion of Mary, pastoral counci ls or
o t h e r s .

W e h a v e b e e n t o l d t h a t i n B u k a v u , p r a c t i c a l l y

every day men and women go from room to room of
the hospital with the New Testament in their
h a n d s , t o i n s t r u c t a n d e n c o u r a g e t h e s i c k
without over looking the events of everyday l i fe.

Almost everywhere there are biblical sessions
a round t he who le Gospe l , o r one -day p raye r
r e t r e a t s b a s e d o n a b i b l i c a l t h e m e . T h e s e

r e t r e a t s a r e a c c e s s i b l e t o a l l : r e l i g i o u s a n d

lay people, men and women.

In sp i te o f i ts young age, Chr is t ian i ty in Za i re
a n d o t h e r A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s s h o w s a p r o f o u n d

craving for the Word of God. Even in isolated
villages where only a few people can read and
w r i t e t h e r e i s a B i b l e . M a n y p e o p l e r e q u e s t a n d

buy a Bible in spite of the expense this means
f o r t h e m . O f t e n , h o w e v e r , t h e y c a n n o t

distinguish between the New Testament and the
w h o l e B i b l e .

The Bible has its place in new catechisms. There
a r e t w o m o d e l s : F i r s t , t o b e g i n w i t h a n

experience and look for an answer in the Word of
G o d . A f e w c o n t e s t t h i s m e t h o d b e c a u s e t h e B i b l e
h a s n ' t a n a n s w e r f o r e v e r y t h i n g . T h e o t h e r m o d e l
i s t o s t a r t w i t h t h e B i b l e a n d a p p l y i t t o l i f e .
B o t h m e t h o d s a r e u s e d .

Concerning bibl ical research, G. Mudiso,
p r o f e s s o r a t t h e f a c u l t y o f t h e o l o g y i n
K i n s h a s a , a n s w e r s t h a t t h i s i s r e d u c e d a l m o s t t o
n o t h i n g o w i n g t o l a c k o f m e a n s a n d p e r s o n n e l .
A f r i can exege tes have too many courses and
c a n n o t f i n d t h e w o r k i n g f a c i l i t i e s n e e d e d f o r

i n - d e p t h r e s e a r c h .

T h e n u m b e r o f b o o k s a v a i l a b l e w h i c h g i v e
assistance in reading the Bible has increased in
recent years. For example, a new edition of the
book L i re l a B ib le - Ma is comment? (Read the
B ib le - bu t how?) by Werner Bach was pub l i shed
in Ouagadougou in 1982/83 by the Commission for
Liturgy and Catechesis of CERAO. Translations in
Ciluba and Kikongo are being prepared. In 1984
VERBUM BIBLE d is t r ibu ted 5000 cop ies o f P.

Charpentier 's book Pour l ire I 'Ancien Testament
(Reading the Old Testament) and 5000 copies of
Pour l i re l e Nouveau Tes tament (Read ing the New

T e s t a m e n t ) i n Z a i r e , a l l s p e c i a l l y p r i n t e d f o r
t h i s c o u n t r y .
These books a re pub l i shed in F rench and

t r a n s l a t e d , l i t t l e b y l i t t l e , i n t o l o c a l
l a n g u a g e s . N o t e h e r e t h e b o o k b y P i e r r e S p a n j e r s
m h m , K o t a n g a B i b l e l i s a n g a , a n d i t s t r a n s l a t i o n
i n K i k o n g o y L e t a ( K i t u b a ) u n d e r t h e t i t l e

The Word of God has an important place in al l Kutanga Bible na kimvuka by VERBUM BIBLE.
C h r i s t i a n a s s e m b l i e s : f i r s t l y i n t h e l i t u r g y o f
t h e m a s s w i t h t h e a c t u a l i z a t i o n o f t h e W o r d T h e e x c e r p t v e r s i o n , t h e C h i l d r e n s ' B i b l e , i s
a n n o u n c e d , n o t j u s t o n S u n d a y s b u t a l s o i n t h e t h e m o s t w i d e s p r e a d . I t e x i s t s i n L i n g a l a ,
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S w a h i l i , T s h i l u b a a n d K i t u b a ( K i k o n g o y a L e t a ) .
T r a n s l a t i o n s a r e b e i n g p r e p a r e d i n K i k o n g o a n d
K i l u b a .

Conce rn ing the ma in l anguage g roups o f t he
c o u n t r y , t h e l i t u r g i c a l t e x t s a r e t r a n s l a t e d
f i r s t a n d t h e s e a r e f o l l o w e d , l i t t l e b y l i t t l e ,

b y t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t a n d t h e e n t i r e B i b l e . I n
Z a i r e , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e f o u r m a i n l a n g u a g e s h a v e
t h e i r o w n t r a n s l a t i o n t e a m s : L i n g a l a - A B L B . P .
1 8 0 0 K i n s h a s a ; S w a h i l i - B i b l i a n a L i t u r j a B . P .
1 6 2 B u k a v u ; K i t u b a - C e n t r e S t . I r e n e e , K i k w i t ;
C i l u b a - P . M e s t d a g h , c o o r d i n a t o r , B . P . 1 2 7

Mbuj imaye. For a long t ime the UBS has been
t r a n s l a t i n g t h e B i b l e i n t o d i f f e r e n t l a n g u a g e s .
W i t h t h e e x e p t i o n o f i n t e r c o n f e s s i o n a l p r o j e c t s ,
the ac tua l l anguage used does va ry in some cases
w i t h t h a t o f t h e C a t h o l i c l i t u r g y .

A Chal lenge and a Response
O n e o f t h e b i g g e s t c h a l l e n g e s f o r C a t h o l i c s i n
A f r i c a i s u n d o u b t e d l y t h a t o f s e c t s , a l l o f
which are based on the Bible. This challenge has
caused an awakening and an awareness among
C a t h o l i c s w h o w a n t t o k n o w a n d u n d e r s t a n d t h e
Bible better in order to be able to respond to
t h e a r g u m e n t s o f t h e s e c t s . S i n c e t h e l e v e l o f

s c h o l a r s h i p i s r e l a t i v e l y h i g h i n Z a i r e , t h e
B i b l e c o u l d b e t h e m o s t w i d e l y u s e d b o o k .

R e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n i s g i v e n i n s c h o o l s ;
c a t e c h i s m a f t e r s c h o o l p r e p a r e s f o r t h e

s a c r a m e n t s , a n d i n e a c h c a s e t h e B i b l e h a s i t s

p l a c e .

T h e O l d T e s t a m e n t m e n t a l i t y i s v e r y c l o s e t o
t h a t o f t h e p e o p l e i n A f r i c a . I n b i b l i c a l

a p o s t o l a t e , i t i s i m p o r t a n t t o e x p l a i n t h e t w o
c o v e n a n t s : i n t h a t t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t i s a b o o k

of promise and Israel 's v is ion of the past , i t
p r e p a r e s f o r t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t w h i c h i s t h e
f u l f i l m e n t t h r o u g h t h e a c t s a n d w o r d s o f J e s u s
h i m s e l f . T h e G r e e k w o r l d i n t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t i s

s o m e t h i n g u n k n o w n t o A f r i c a n s .

W i s h e s f o r t h e f u t u r e
T h e m o s t u r g e n t n e e d i s u n d o u b t e d l y f o r

qua l i f ied personne l to exp la in the B ib le . I t i s
n o t e n o u g h t o o f f e r t h e B i b l e i f t h e r e i s n o
i n t r o d u c t i o n a n d n o e x p l a n a t i o n s . F o r e x a m p l e ,
in the l i turgy i t would be preferable to take
only one text and to explain it well. Two books
i n A f r i c a n l a n g u a g e s w h i c h c o n t a i n e x p l a n a t o r y
no tes a re Yezu Mwin i ya ke temuna (Gospe l o f S t .
J o h n ) , p r e p a r e d b y t h e C e n t r e S t . I r e n e e , K i k w i t
and published by St. Paul-Afrique in 1985, and
Agano J i pya , t he New Tes tamen t i n Swah i l i
published by Verbum Bible in 1985.

T h e c o o r d i n a t i o n o f t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e m u s t
a l s o b e i m p r o v e d a t p a r i s h , d i o c e s a n a n d
i n t e r d i o c e s a n l e v e l s . W e n e e d m a n u a l s a n d

i n t r o d u c t i o n s a d a p t e d t o t h e A f r i c a n m e n t a l i t y .
A s c r i p t u r e p r o f e s s o r e m p h a s i z e d t h a t t h e y c o u l d
never be s imple enough. Good examples here are
P i e r r e L e f e b r e ' s P o u r b i e n c o m p r e n d r e l a B i b l e

p u b l i s h e d b y S a i n t P a u l - A f r i q u e i n 1 9 8 4 ; P .
A n d r e R o s t e r ' s C o n n a i t r e e t v i v r e S a i n t M a r c

p u b l i s h e d b y J e u n e C h r e t i e n i n 1 9 8 2 ; E . D .
S k w e r e s ' L ' E v a n g i l e s e l o n S a i n t M a r c p u b l i s h e d

by Verbum Bible in 1985. See also E.D. Skweres'
B i b e l p a s t o r a l e P u b l i k a t i o n e n i m f r a n k o p h o n e n
A f r i k a u n d i h r e m i s s i o n s s t r a t e g i s c h e B e d e u t u n g
in VERBUM SVD, 23(1982) pp. 177-186.

T h e c l e r g y i s a w a r e o f t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f
b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e , b u t h e l p o f t e n h a s t o b e
l o o k e d f o r i n t h e f o r m o f p e o p l e a n d m a t e r i a l s .
A l s o , t h e y a r e o f t e n s n o w e d u n d e r b y d a i l y w o r k .
T h e y a r e w a i t i n g f o r t h e h e l p o f a t e a m f o r m e d
i n b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e t h a t c o u l d s o l v e a

f r e q u e n t l y e n c o u n t e r e d p r o b l e m i n A f r i c a : t h e
m a g i c a l u s e o f t h e B i b l e . O f t e n i n A f r i c a t h e
b i b l i c a l m e s s a g e a n d t h e B i b l e i t s e l f c a r r y a n
e n o r m o u s f o r c e w h i c h t h e p e r s o n i n c h a r g e o f t h e
r i t e s t r i e s t o m a n i p u l a t e - i n f a v o u r o f a n

obl igat ion, in the struggle against wi tches and
fe t ishes, in per forming exorc isms, in e f fo r ts to
h e a l , i n p a r d o n a n d r e c o n c i l i a t i o n , i n
s o o t h s a y i n g a n d e v e n i n w i t c h c r a f t .

T h e p a s t o r s i n s i s t t h a t p u b l i s h e r s a d d a

c o m m e n t a r y t o a n y t e x t t h e y p r o d u c e . T h i s i s t o
a v o i d a n i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c , a r b i t a r y r e a d i n g . T h e

biggest effort must be made for a reading as a
C h u r c h , f o l l o w e d b y a s e c o n d e f f o r t w h i c h w o u l d
b e a n a p p r o a c h t o b i b l i c a l t h o u g h t i n r e l a t i o n
t o A f r i c a n t h o u g h t . T w o p u b l i c a t i o n s p u r s u e t h i s

goa l : Ta pa ro l e - Ma l um ie re pub l i shed by Ed imba
B a n d u n d u ( 3 0 b o o k l e t s o n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t a n d
20 book le ts on the New Tes tament ) , and Ecoutez
e t a n n o n c e z , C e b i l o - L o m e , a s e r i e s o n t h e

l i t u r g i c a l t e x t s f o r t h e y e a r s A , B , C .

Msgr . Monsengwo Pasinya, pres ident o f CEBAM,
r e c e n t l y u n d e r l i n e d t h i s i d e a f o r h i s d i o c e s e .
I t i s t r u e f o r a l l A f r i c a : " A b o v e a l l e l s e ,
brothers and sisters, I want to remind you that
sacred Scripture is not a matter for personal
interpretat ion (Cf. 2 P 1,20). The Holy
S c r i p t u r e i s t h e ' b o o k o f t h e C h u r c h ' , b o u n d t o
t h e C h u r c h b y t h e a p o s t o l i c t r a d i t i o n s o a s t o
a n n o u n c e t o m e n o f a l l t i m e a n d a l l r a c e s t h e

Good News of Jesus Chr is t , the Son of God (Mk.
1:1). Do not take on a great many leaders who
t u r n y o u r e a r s a w a y f r o m t h e t r u t h g i v e n u s b y
o u r L o r d J e s u s . T h i s C h u r c h i s b u i l t o n P e t e r ,
t h e r o c k ( M t . 1 6 , 1 8 ) " ( a c o m m u n i c a t i o n f r o m t h e
A r c h d i o c e s e o f K i s a n g a n i o n 2 0 t h O c t o b e r 1 9 8 5 ) .

Gerard Lesch, svd
V e r b u m B i b l e
B . P . 7 4 6 3

KINSHASA 1
Z A I R E .
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' ' T H E P A C I F I C "

volume 1 of

A G U I D E

T O C A T H O L I C B I B L E

T S A B S L A T I O N S

This guide is the work of
Fr. Piet Rijks^ cssp, a
member of the General Sec
retariat staff of the
F e d e r a t i o n .

Volume 1 on THE PACIFIC
consists of 150 photocopied
pages and is available from
the WCFBA. An order form giving
more information is provided
ove r l ea f .

Volume 2 on AFRICA is currently
in preparation.

o o o o o o o

PietRijlcs, cssp
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IN "A GUIDE TO CATHOLIC BIBLE TRANSLATIONS"

Y O U W I L L F I N D T H E F O L L O W I N G :

* A b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e r e l i g o u s s i t u a t i o n o f e a c h c o u n t r y ;

* A l i s t , a r r a n g e d a c c o r d i n g t o l a n g u a g e s a n d d i a l e c t s , o f B i b l e

translations made by Catholics (complete Bibles, anthologies,
l e c t i o n a r i e s , s a l v a t i o n h i s t o r y , c a t e c h i s m s . . . ) »

* T r a n s l a t o r s , l a n g u a g e s a n d c o u n t r i e s i n d e x e d a t t h e e n d o f t h e
v o l u m e f o r e a s y r e f e r e n c e .

T h i s i s a v a l u a b l e w o r k s h o w i n g t h e e f f o r t s m a d e b y t h e d i f f e r e n t

m i s s i o n a r y c o n g r e g a t i o n s t o t r a n s l a t e a n d m a k e a v a i l a b l e t h e v a r i o u s
t e x t s o f t h e B i b l e .

"Easy access to sacred Scripture should be provided
f o r a l l t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h f u l "

(Vat ican I I , DEI VERBUM 22)

O r d e r f o r m f o r V O L U M E 1 - " T H E P A C I F I C "

of "A GUIDE TO CATHOLIC BIBLE TRANSLATIONS".

P l e a s e d e t a c h a n d r e t u r n t o : W C F B A

P o s t f a c h 6 0 1

7 0 0 0 S t u t t g a r t 1
West Germany

N a m e : . .

A d d r e s s :

I w i s h t o r e c e i v e V o l u m e 1 - T H E P A C I F I C - o f A G u i d e t o C a t h o l i c

B i b l e T r a n s l a t i o n s .

I enclose a bank/postal cheque for US$ 11 (US$ 10 + US$ 1 to cover

pos tage and pack ing cos ts ) .

Bank cheques should be made out to: WCFBA, Commerzbank Stuttgart,
Account No. 8 424 129 (BLZ 600 400 71).

Pos ta l cheques shou ld be made ou t to : WCFBA, Pos tg i rokon to S tu t tgar t ,
A c c o u n t N o . 3 5 5 9 0 - 7 0 7 .
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

F I N A L S T A T E M E N T O F T H E F I R S T N A T I O N A L W O R K S H O P

O N T H E B I B L I C A L A P O S T O L A T E I N S R I L A N K A

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

At the Bangalore Plenary Assembly (1984) the
representatives from Asian countries conceived
the idea of an Asia workshop for biblical-pas
toral leadei^. This workshop, which was attended
by representatives from 13 countries, took place
in Bong Kong in October 1985 (cf. WORD-EVENT Bo.
61). Here, the request was made for further
workshops on the national level where feasible,
and it was in answer to this request that the
First Bational Workshop on the Biblical Aposto
late in Sri Lanka was held from 14th to 17th
October 1986 by the Bational Catechetical,
Liturgical and Biblical Commission of Sri Lanka,
a full member of the WCFBA. The theme of this
national workshop for biblical-pastoral leaders
was "The Bible in the life of the Church in Sri
Lanka". Among the subjects addressed were: "The
Bible, the treasure of the People of God/*,
"Pastoral use of the Bible", "The
Fundamentalists* approach to the Bible" and "The
role of the Bible Society". Here we present the
final statement of that workshop.

P R E A M B L E :

The Spec ia l Synod o f B i shops , he ld i n Rome in
November /December 1985 to eva luate the 20 years
o f p o s t - V a t i c a n r e n e w a l , i n i t s f i n a l s t a t e m e n t

r e g r e t s t h a t t h e I I V a t i c a n C o u n c i l C o n s t i t u t i o n
on Div ine Revelat ion, DEI VERBUM, had been too

neglected by the People of God. It is to remedy
t h i s s h o r t - c o m i n g t h a t t h e N a t i o n a l C a t e
c h e t i c a l , L i t u r g i c a l a n d B i b l i c a l C o m m i s s i o n
( N C L B C ) o f S r i L a n k a o r g a n i z e d t h i s n a t i o n a l
w o r k s h o p o n t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e .

Moved by a s i nce re des i re t o Imp lemen t t he
d i r e c t i v e s o f V a t i c a n C o u n c i l I I a n d t h e

Bishops' Synod, 32 delegates representing 7
d i o c e s e s , f o r m a t i o n i n s t i t u t e s , r e l i g i o u s c o n
g r e g a t i o n s a n d l a y a p o s t o l a t e m o v e m e n t s , c o n
s i s t i n g o f p r i e s t s , r e l i g i o u s a n d l a i t y ,
assemb led a t t he Ho ly Fami l y Re t rea t House ,
Wennappuwa, f rom 14-17 October 1986, under the
gu idance o f H is Lo rdsh ip B ishop W. Don Sy lves
t e r , p r e s i d e n t o f N C L B C , f o r t h e F i r s t N a t i o n a l
W o r k s h o p o n t h e B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e .

A s w e l i s t e n e d t o t h e t a l k s g i v e n a n d r e p o r t ' s

p r e s e n t e d a n d j o i n e d i n t h e g r o u p d i s c u s s i o n s
u n d e r t h e g u i d a n c e o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t , t h e w o r d s
o f B a r u c h " Y o u h a v e f o r s a k e n t h e f o u n t a i n o f

w isdom. I f you had wa lked in the way o f God you
would be dwelling in peace for ever" (Baruch
3 : 1 2 - 1 3 ) b e c a m e v e r y r e a l , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e
h i s t o r i c a l c o n t e x t o f S r i L a n k a t o d a y . I t i s t o
b e r e g r e t t e d t h a t C a t h o l i c s a s a w h o l e h a v e n o t

p a i d s u f f i c i e n t a t t e n t i o n t o t h e W o r d o f G o d a s
f o u n d i n t h e S c r i p t u r e s . W e t h e r e f o r e n e e d t o
r e d i s c o v e r t h e p l a c e o f t h e B i b l e i n t h e l i f e o f
t h e C h u r c h i n S r i L a n k a .

THE BIBLE IN THE CHORCH

1 . The B ib l e i s t he Word o f God i n t he wo rds o f
men written down, speaking to us of the
experiences of a people of the l iberat ing
a c t i o n o f G o d . I t h a s t o b e r e - r e a d a c c o r d i n g
to the experience of the people of today. The
who le B ib le , bo th O ld Tes tament and New

Testament, including the deuterocanonical
books, offers r ich nourishment for the people
of God. The sacred Scriptures are therefore
to be abundantly and frequently used. How
ever, they are to be seriously studied in the
l ight of modern scholarship and in a spir i t
o f f a i t h .

2 . T h e h i s t o r y o f t h e C h u r c h s h o w s t h a t t h e
F a t h e r s o f t h e C h u r c h h a v e m a d e a b u n d a n t u s e

o f t h e B i b l e i n t h e i r h o m i l e t i c a l p r e a c h i n g
and catechet ica l ins t ruct ion. " Ignorance of
the Scr iptures is ignorance of Christ" said
S t . J e r o m e . T h a t a l l C h r i s t i a n s b e i m b u e d

w i t h a d e e p l o v e o f t h e S c r i p t u r e s s o t h a t

t h e y u s e t h e m f r e q u e n t l y i n t h e i r f a m i l y
p r a y e r s a n d p o p u l a r d e v o t i o n s , a n d e n g a g e i n
g r o u p s t u d y , i s a t a s k t h a t a l l p a s t o r s
s h o u l d u n d e r t a k e v e r y s e r i o u s l y .

3 . H o w e v e r , t h e f a i t h f u l a r e t o b e s a f e g u a r d e d
f r o m t h e f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s ' a p p r o a c h t o t h e

S c r i p t u r e s w h i c h a c c e p t s a n e x a g g e r a t e d
p e r s o n a l i n s p i r a t i o n b y t h e H o l y S p i r i t a n d a
l i t e r a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e W o r d o f G o d .

I g n o r a n c e o f t h e S c r i p t u r e s o n t h e p a r t o f
t h e m a j o r i t y o f o u r f a i t h f u l h a s m a d e t h e m a n

e a s y p r e y t o t h e o n s l a u g h t s o f t h e n e w s e c t s
w h i c h c a u s e a n e v e r i n c r e a s i n g p a s t o r a l

p r o b l e m i n a l l p a r t s o f S r i L a n k a .

4 . The a t tempts made by var ious renewal move
m e n t s f r o m w i t h i n t h e C h u r c h , i n s p i r e d b y t h e

power o f the Word o f God and s t rengthened by
t h e g i f t o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t , a r e t o b e h i g h l y
recommended and encouraged. They have shown
t h a t a v i g o r o u s a n d m a s s i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f
t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e i s t h e p o s i t i v e w a y
o f c h e c k i n g t h i s u n h e a l t h y p h e n o m e n o n .

5 . W e h a v e a l s o c o m e t o r e a l i z e t h a t t h e B i b l e

t a k e s m a n i n h i s t o t a l i t y a n d s p e a k s o f t h e
w o n d e r f u l p l a n o f G o d f o r t h e s a l v a t i o n o f
t h e e n t i r e p e r s o n . H i s s p e c i a l c o n c e r n f o r
t h e p o o r a n d t h e o p p r e s s e d i s m a n i f e s t e d

t h r o u g h H i s a c t i o n s a n d t h e p r o p h e t i c a l
t e a c h i n g s i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t a n d i n t h e
l i f e a n d m i n i s t r y o f J e s u s . T h e g o s p e l s s h o w
h i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h t h e p o o r , a n d t h u s
G o d i s a v a i l a b l e t o u s i n J e s u s w h o h a s

b e c o m e o u r n e i g h b o u r i n t h e p o o r . T h e B i b l e ,

t h e r e f o r e , i n v i t e s t h e C h u r c h t o m a k e t h e

o p t i o n f o r t h e p o o r w h e t h e r i t b e i n t h e i r
m a t e r i a l p o v e r t y , i n t h e i r d e p r i v a t i o n o f
f u n d a m e n t a l h u m a n r i g h t s o r i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e
f o r s o c i a l j u s t i c e . F i d e l i t y t o o u r b a p t i s m a l
c o v e n a n t d e m a n d s t h i s .

6. The Word of God is to be communicated, and

t h u s , i n t h i s a g e o f t h e e x p l o s i o n o f m a s s
med ia , i t s power t o change and shape soc ie t y
i s t o b e f u l l y r e c o g n i z e d a n d a l l f o r m s o f
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c o m m u n i c a t i o n m e d i a a r e t o b e h a r n e s s e d t o

s p r e a d t h e m o s t s u b l i m e m e s s a g e o f a l l , i . e .
the message o f the Good News o f sa lva t ion . A
s e r i o u s e v a l u a t i o n m u s t b e m a d e o f t h e p r e
s e n t u s e o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n m e d i a f o r c o m m u n i

c a t i n g t h e G o o d N e w s t h r o u g h o u r h o m i l i t i c a l ,
c a t e c h e t i c a l t e a c h i n g a n d l i t u r g i c a l

s e r v i c e s , a n d t h i s c o m m u n i c a t i o n m e d i a m u s t
b e u s e d e f f e c t i v e l y a n d e x t e n s i v e l y .

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

K e e p i n g t h e f o r e g o i n g r e f l e c t i o n s i n m i n d w e
w i s h t o m a k e t h e f o l l o w i n g r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :

1. "A Bible for every family" crusade to be
l a u n c h e d i n a l l t h e d i o c e s e s o n t h e o c c a s i o n

o f t h e T e r - C e n t e n a r y o f t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e

A p o s t l e o f S r i L a n k a , V e n . J o s e p h V a z ( J a n .
1987 ) .

2. Promote the compilat ion of popular bibl ical
commenta r ies and make them eas i l y access ib le
t o t h e f a i t h f u l .

3 . O r g a n i z e b a s i c b i b l e s e m i n a r s a n d o t h e r

t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m m e s f o r t h e b i b l i c a l
f o r m a t i o n o f t h e e n t i r e p e o p l e o f G o d .

4 . S r i L a n k a B i b l i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f b i b l i c a l

s c h o l a r s b e o r g a n i z e d t o f u n c t i o n i n a n

a d v i s o r y a n d c o n s u l t a t i v e c a p a c i t y s o t h a t
t h e B i b l e m a y p e n e t r a t e a l l p a s t o r a l

a c t i v i t y .

5 . S e m i n a r i e s a n d h o u s e s o f f o r m a t i o n f o r

r e l i g i o u s a n d l a i t y b e g i v e n a p p r o p r i a t e
p r o g r a m m e s f o r t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e .

6. The biblical message be put into easy,
p o p u l a r a n d e f f e c t i v e f o r m s o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n
v . g . v i r i d u , b a d j a n , s t r e e t d r a m a , f o l k a r t s ,
v i s u a l a i d s a n d l o w c o s t p u b l i c a t i o n s ,

p i c t o r i a l s , e t c , m e e t i n g t h e n e e d s o f v a r i o u s
g r o u p s a n d a g e - l e v e l s .

P L A N O F A C T I O N

1. A joint pastoral letter by the Bishops*
C o n f e r e n c e o f S r i L a n k a o n t h e b i b l i c a l

a p o s t o l a t e o n t h e o c c a s i o n o f B i b l e S u n d a y
1 9 8 6 .

2 . B a s i c B i b l e S e m i n a r s a t n a t i o n a l / d i o c e s a n /

p a r i s h l e v e l .

3 . Format ion of b ib le fac i l i ta tors and study
g r o u p s .

4 . B i b l e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e c o u r s e s , n a t i o n a l b i b l e

q u i z , e t c .

5 . A p e r m a n e n t b i b l i c a l e x h i b i t i o n .

6 . C e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e B i b l e W e e k .

7 . F o r m a t i o n o f t h e S r i L a n k a B i b l i c a l

A s s o c i a t i o n .

8 . P r o d u c t i o n a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n o f a t t r a c t i v e a n d

c h e a p l i t e r a t u r e .

2 4 t h O c t o b e r 1 9 8 6

NATIONAL, CATECHETICAL, LITURGICAL BIBLICAL
C E N T R E

N o . 1 1 , B o r e l l a C r o s s R o a d
C o l o m b o 8

S R I L A N K A ■

7. The Annual Bible Week be recognized as a
m a j o r a n n u a l e v e n t b y t h e B i s h o p s ' C o n f e r e n c e
a n d f i t t i n g l y c e l e b r a t e d e v e r y w h e r e -

p r e f e r a b l y e c u m e n i c a l l y . T h e c o l l e c t i o n s o n
t h i s o c c a s i o n b e u t i l i z e d f o r t h e b i b l i c a l

a p o s t o l a t e . C l o s e r c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h t h e
Ceylon Bible Society to be encouraged.

8. That in the midst of today's social,
pol i t ica l and rac ia l upheavals the prophet ic
r o l e o f t h e C h r i s t i a n s b e e x e r c i s e d w i t h

c o u r a g e b y a l l C h r i s t i a n s .

9 . T h a t t h e l i t u r g y o f t h e W o r d i n t h e
e u c h a r i s t i c c e l e b r a t i o n b e g i v e n i t s d u e
i m p o r t a n c e a n d c e l e b r a t e d w i t h p r o p e r d e c o r u m
a n d s o l e m n i t y .

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET

TO SEND US YOUR

ACTIVITIES REPORT

FOR 1985

10. The involvement of the laity in the ministry
of the Word be highly appreciated and efforts
be made to involve more laity in this task to
which they have been called as the people of
God, to exercise i ts prophet ic ro le by their
b a p t i s m .

THANK YOU
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* * * * * * * * * * * * *

"WATCHING JESDS"
A SIMPLE FRAMEWORK FOR

GOSPEL READING (OCEANIA)
* * * * * * * * * * * * *

The number of simple methods for approaching
hihl ical texts is increasing. Bone of them are
universalt and it would doubtless be damaging to
transpose a method adapted to the special situ
at ion and menta l i ty o f a par t icu lar country in to
a d i f ferent cu l tura l context wi thout making the
necessary alterations. Bnawledge of such
methods^ however^ enables the biblical animator
to construct a framework for gospel reading
suitable for the various groups which he
encounters. The following plan was used with
s a m e s u c c e s s i n O c e a n i a .

We're gathered together this evening because we
share with Paul his deep desire: "All I want is
to know Christ Jesus...". One way of growing
t o g e t h e r a s a c o m m u n i t y i n t h i s k n o w l e d g e o f
J e s u s i s t o t a k e t i m e , a s a g r o u p , t o k e e p o u r

e y e s o n h i m a n d t o l i s t e n w i t h c a r e t o h i s
v o i c e . A l l w e n e e d i s a h e a r t t h a t k n o w s h o w t o

w a t c h . I f w e w a t c h J e s u s l i k e t h i s f r e q u e n t l y ,
t h e n s o m e t h i n g o f h i s a t t i t u d e s a n d p e r s o n a l i t y
w i l l b e g i n t o p e n e t r a t e u s .

O u r t e x t i s : . ( C h e c k t h a t a l l h a v e
B i b l e s . W a i t t i l l e v e r y o n e h a s f o u n d t h e t e x t ) .

STEPS: (an opening hymn helps to create
a t m o s p h e r e a n d f o c u s a t t e n t i o n ) .

1 . P R A Y E R t o t h e H o l y S p i r i t f o r e n l i g h t e n m e n t .

2. READING OF THE TEXT (perhaps twice, or in
t w o l a n g u a g e s i f m i x e d g r o u p ) .

3 . S I L E N C E ( 5 m i n u t e s ) .

D u r i n g t h e r e a d i n g a n d s i l e n c e , q u i e t l y
f o c u s o n J e s u s : l i s t e n t o h i s e v e r y w o r d ,
w a t c h h i s a c t i o n s a n d g e s t u r e s ; s e e w h a t h e

says and doesn't say, what he does and
doesn' t do; h is re lat ing to other people in
t h e s t o r y . W e c a n a l s o l o o k a t t h e e f f e c t
J e s u s h a s o n o t h e r p e o p l e , b u t a l w a y s i n
r e l a t i o n t o h i m .

S o m e t h i n g i n p a r t i c u l a r w i l l p r o b a b l y s t r i k e
y o u . S t a y w i t h t h a t . D o n ' t f e e l y o u h a v e t o
c o p e w i t h e v e r y t h i n g i n t h e t e x t .

4 . O B S E R V A T I O N S
- A t t h e e n d o f t h e p e r i o d o f s i l e n c e , t h e

l e a d e r w i l l i n v i t e t h e g r o u p t o t e l l o f

s o m e t h i n g t h e y h a v e n o t i c e d a b o u t J e s u s .
- W h e n e x p l a i n i n g w h a t y o u s a w . I t ' s g o o d

t o m e n t i o n a l s o t h e w o r d s o f t h e t e x t

t h a t t r i g g e r e d t h i s o f f . T h i s h e l p s t h e
o t h e r s t o f o l l o w b e t t e r .

- A s e a c h p e r s o n s p e a k s , l i s t e n c a r e f u l l y .

Don't be getting what you want to say
r e a d y t h e n . T h e H o l y S p i r i t o f t e n s p e a k s
t o u s t h r o u g h o t h e r s ' i n s i g h t s a s w e l l a s

th rough our own.

- A f te r a pe rson f i n i shes speak ing , i t ' s

good to have a short pause to let their
observation sink in. We're in no hurry.

- If someone else has expressed a similar

insight to what you original ly wanted to
say, don't worry. You sti l l say what you
wanted to say. Perhaps the Holy Spirit
w a n t s u s t o h e a r t h a t t h r e e o r f o u r

t i m e s !
- A person may speak more than once .

- Very important: When you're speaking,
don't make any applications to yourself
of the message you have received, e.g.
I'm going to try and have a stronger

f a i t h i n t h e f u t u r e " . I t ' s e n o u g h j u s t t o

say what you saw or heard.
- U s e t h e w o r d s " I " a n d " m e " . D o n ' t u s e

" w e " a n d " u s " , b e c a u s e t h a t c a n l e a d t o

g e n e r a l i z i n g .
- We can thank people for what they've told

u s b u t w e d o n ' t c o m m e n t o n o r d i s c u s s

what has been sa id . What each person says
is l ike a g i f t put in to the cent re of the
group. We can quietly take or leave it.

- Each person is free to speak or not. Our

very presence is a contr ibut ion.

5. READ THE TEXT AGAIN (optional)

6 . F I N A L P R A Y E R b y l e a d e r , l e a d i n g i n t o a

closing hymn and/or group prayer.

1 . M a r k 2 : 1 - 1 2 T h e p a r a l y t i c
2 . M a r k 4 : 3 5 - 4 1 T h e s t o r m a t s e a

3 . Mark 8 :1 -10 Feed ing o f t he fou r t housand
4 . L u k e 7 : 1 1 - 1 7 T h e w i d o w ' s s o n

5 . L u k e 1 7 : 1 1 - 1 9 T h e t e n l e p e r s
6 . L u k e 2 4 : 1 3 - 3 5 O n t h e r o a d t o E m m a u s

7. John 20:1-18 Mary Magdalen meets Jesus
8 . L u k e 5 : 1 - 1 1 C a l l o f t h e d i s c i p l e s
9 . J o h n 4 : 1 - 3 0 T h e S a m a r i t a n w o m a n

1 0 . J o h n 1 1 : 1 7 - 4 4 L a z a r u s

1 1 . J o h n 5 : 1 - 1 8 P a r a l y s e d m a n
1 2 . L u k e 2 : 1 - 2 0 T h e b i r t h o f J e s u s

^ 13. John 13:1-20 Washing of the feet
H 1 4 . L u k e 7 : 3 6 - 5 0 T h e a n o i n t i n g o f J e s u s
w 1 5 . J o h n 4 : 4 3 - 5 4 T h e c e n t u r i o n ' s s o n
^ 16. Luke 22:7-23 The Last Supper

1 7 . M a r k 1 : 1 - 1 1 T h e b a p t i s m o f J e s u s
® 1 8 . L u k e 2 3 : 1 - 2 5 J e s u s a n d P i l a t e

w 1 9 . L u k e 2 3 : 2 6 - 4 9 C a l v a r y
O 20. Mat t 26:36-46 The agony in the garden^ 21. John 21:1-14 Apparition of the Risen Lord

Q 22. John 20:24-31 Thomas and Jesus
„ 23. Mark 1:40-45 The leper
u 2 4 . M a t t 9 : 1 8 - 2 6 J a i r u s ' d a u g h t e r
O 2 5 . L u k e 5 : 1 7 - 2 6 T h e p a r a l y t i c m a n
5 26. Luke 19:1-10 Zaccheus

2 7 . L u k e 6 : 1 7 - 2 6 T h e b e a t i t u d e s

2 8 . L u k e 9 : 2 8 - 3 6 T h e t r a n s f i g u r a t i o n
2 9 . L u k e 1 1 : 1 - 1 3 T h e O u r F a t h e r

3 0 . L u k e 1 5 : 1 1 - 3 2 T h e p r o d i g a l s o n
3 1 . M a t t 1 9 : 1 3 - 1 5 J e s u s a n d t h e c h i l d r e n

3 2 . M a t t 1 9 : 1 6 - 2 2 T h e r i c h y o u n g m a n
3 3 . L u k e 1 0 : 3 8 - 4 2 M a r t h a a n d M a r y
3 4 . M a t t 2 1 : 1 - 1 1 P a l m S u n d a y
3 5 . J o h n 8 : 1 - 1 1 T h e a d u l t r e s s

3 6 . M a r k 4 : 1 - 2 0 T h e P a r a b l e o f t h e s e e d

3 7 . J o h n 2 1 : 1 5 - 1 9 S i m o n , d o y o u l o v e m e ?
3 8 . J o h n 6 : 1 6 - 2 1 J e s u s w a l k s o n t h e w a t e r

3 9 . M a t t 1 2 : 9 - 1 5 C u r i n g o n t h e S a b b a t h
4 0 . J o h n 1 : 3 5 - 5 1 C a l l o f t h e d i s c i p l e s
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

PARISH GUIDE TO PREPARING A

"BIBLE SUNDAY" (IRELAND)
* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

(htp questionnaire concerning the celebration of
"Bible Sunday" (cf. BUMXIIE DEI VEBBVM Bo. 1)
has so far received only l i t t le response. How
ever, an Irish priest has sent us his parochial
paper in which he nuxkes concrete reconanendations
and invites his parishioners to take part in the
preparation of Bible Sunday. Be are publishing
this modest contribution as an example which we
hope will be followed by others.

Can we do something more about the Bible?

Our r enewed L i t u rgy r em inds us o f t he p resence
o f t h e L o r d i n t h e p r o c l a m a t i o n o f t h e W o r d . I
wonder how many of my par ish ioners have begun to
d i s c o v e r t h i s f o r t h e m s e l v e s ; a n d h o w m a n y
a c t u a l l y h a v e a B i b l e a t h o m e , w h e t h e r t h e y e v e r
r e a d i t o r n o t ! A m e m b e r o f o u r c o n g r e g a t i o n

r e c e n t l y t o l d m e t h a t a s u g g e s t i o n I m a d e a t
M a s s , t h a t t h e y m i g h t l i k e t o l o o k a t a r e a d i n g
a g a i n a t h o m e i n t h e i r B i b l e s , w a s o u t o f t o u c h
w i t h r e a l i t y . ( I k n e w t h i s w h e n I m a d e t h e

s u g g e s t i o n , b u t w a n t e d t o c o n v e y t h e i d e a t h a t
i t shou ld be no rma l . ) And ye t we read so much
abou t how Sc r ip tu re has had such a p ro found
i n f l u e n c e o n t h e l i f e o f o u r c h u r c h i n " B a s i c
C h r i s t i a n C o m m u n i t i e s " .

On 18th November 1965, the Second Vat ican
C o u n c i l i s s u e d i t s D o g m a t i c C o n s t i t u t i o n o n
D i v i n e R e v e l a t i o n . A m o n g o t h e r t h i n g s , t h e
d o c u m e n t s a i d ;

"Such is the force and power of the Word of God
t h a t i t c a n s e r v e t h e C h u r c h a s h e r s u p p o r t a n d

v i g o u r , a n d t h e c h i l d r e n o f t h e C h u r c h a s
s t r e n g t h f o r t h e i r f a i t h , f o o d f o r t h e s o u l , a n d
a p u r e a n d l a s t i n g f o u n t o f s p i r i t u a l l i f e ( C h .

2 1 ) .
A c c e s s t o s a c r e d S c r i p t u r e o u g h t t o b e o p e n w i d e
t o t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h f u l ( C h . 2 2 ) .
A l l c l e r i c s , p a r t i c u l a r l y p r i e s t s o f C h r i s t a n d
o t h e r s w h o , a s d e a c o n s o r c a t e c h i s t s , a r e

o f f i c i a l l y e n g a g e d i n t h e m i n i s t r y o f t h e W o r d ,
s h o u l d i m m e r s e t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e S c r i p t u r e s b y
c o n s t a n t s a c r e d r e a d i n g a n d d i l i g e n t s t u d y . F o r
it must not happen that anyone becomes 'an empty
p r e a c h e r o f t h e W o r d o f G o d t o o t h e r s , n o t b e i n g
a h e a r e r o f t h e W o r d i n h i s o w n h e a r t ' ( S t .

A u g u s t i n e ) w h e n h e o u g h t t o b e s h a r i n g t h e
b o u n d l e s s r i c h e s o f t h e d i v i n e W o r d w i t h t h e

f a i t h f u l c o m m i t t e d t o h i s c a r e , e s p e c i a l l y i n
t h e s a c r e d l i t u r g y . L i k e w i s e , t h e s a c r e d S y n o d

f o r c e f u l l y a n d s p e c i f i c a l l y e x h o r t s a l l t h e
C h r i s t i a n f a i t h f u l . . . t o l e a r n ' t h e s u r p a s s i n g

knowledge of Jesus Christ' (Phil 3:8) by
f r e q u e n t r e a d i n g o f t h e d i v i n e S c r i p t u r e s .
' Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of
C h r i s t ' ( S t . J e r o m e ) ( C h . 2 5 ) . "

If I can judge from my own experience, one of
t h e b e s t w a y s o f b r i n g i n g a b o u t d e e p e n i n g o f
f a i t h i s b y l e a r n i n g t o m a k e t h e B i b l e p a r t o f
t h e i r n o r m a l l i f e . O n e s i m p l e a n d v e r y e n c o u r a g

i n g i n c i d e n t f o r m e w a s w h e n I v i s i t e d a h o m e
some years ago to see a woman who had left
schoo l a t t he age o f 11 . The re she was , sweep ing
t h e f l o o r , w i t h t h e B i b l e o p e n o n a t a b l e s o
t h a t s h e c o u l d r e a d a l i t t l e b i t e a c h t i m e s h e

passed by !

Some o the r Ch r i s t i an chu rches have fo r many

years celebrated BIBLE SUNDAY each year on the
second Sunday o f Advent . Perhaps we cou ld adopt
t h i s t o o ? C o u l d w e d o s o i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h
those o the r chu rches? On 22nd Februa ry 1975 , t he
S e c r e t a r i a t f o r P r o m o t i n g C h r i s t i a n U n i t y i s s u e d
a d o c u m e n t o n E c u m e n i c a l C o l l a b o r a t i o n . C h a p t e r
3 says :

"Many of the 56 national Bible Societies that
m a k e u p t h e U n i t e d B i b l e S o c i e t i e s , w o r k i n g i n

a g r e e m e n t w i t h a n u m b e r o f e p i s c i p a l c o n f e r e n c e s
and d iocesan b ishops, have deve loped programmes
o f c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h C a t h o l i c s i n S c r i p t u r e
d i s t r i b u t i o n a n d p r o m o t i o n o f b i b l e r e a d i n g

( j o i n t n a t i o n a l B i b l e S u n d a y , B i b l e W e e k s ,
e x h i b i t i o n s , l e c t u r e s , d i s t r i b u t i o n t r a i n i n g ,
s e m i n a r s , e t c . ) . . . T h e W o r l d C a t h o l i c
F e d e r a t i o n f o r t h e B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e h s c o m e
i n t o e x i s t e n c e t o p r o m o t e i n e a c h e p i s c o p a l
c o n f e r e n c e a n o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t w i l l h e l p t o
c o o r d i n a t e C a t h o l i c c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e B i b l e
S o c i e t i e s a n d t o g i v e p r i e s t s a n d p e o p l e a l l t h e

h e l p t h e y n e e d f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d u s i n g
S c r i p t u r e s ! "

Y o u m i g h t l i k e t o c o n s i d e r s o m e o f t h e f o l l o w i n g
f o r B i b l e S u n d a y f o r t h i s y e a r - 7 t h D e c e m b e r
1 9 8 6 .

I D E A S F O R B I B L E S U N D A Y I N Y O U R P A R I S H

1 . T h e s e c o n d r e a d i n g o f t h e M a s s f o r t h e
Second Sunday o f Adven t t h i s yea r , 7 th Dec .
1986, is eminent ly sui table: "Everyth ing
t h a t w a s w r i t t e n l o n g a g o i n t h e s c r i p t u r e s
w a s m e a n t t o t e a c h u s . . . " ( R o m 4 - 9 ) . Y o u
c o u l d f o c u s o n t h e W o r d o f G o d a n d i t s

s igni f icance in your own l i fe as a discip le
o f C h r i s t . P e r h a p s o n e o r t w o o f t h e c o n g r e

gation could speak of the effect of the Word
o f G o d i n t h e i r l i v e s . S p e a k o f h o w t o

a p p r o a c h r e a d i n g t h e B i b l e ; l e t t h e m k n o w
i t 's l ike a l ibrary - you don' t go in and
j u s t s t a r t w i t h t h e f i r s t b o o k ! W h e r e
p o s s i b l e , p r e p a r e r e l e v a n t p r a y e r , m u s i c ,
e t c .

2. Encourage daily Bible reading - no shortage
of such programmes available! - or the
weekly preparation at home of the readings
for the following Sunday - display the
r e a d i n g p r o g r a m m e i n n e w s l e t t e r o r n o t i c e -
board; put up Liturgical Calendar in the
porch (remembering to turn the page each
week!). Publicise and/or attend any local
B i b l e g r o u p .
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3 . G e t t o g e t h e r w i t h l e a d e r s o f o t h e r c h u r c h e s
i n y o u r a r e a a n d p l a n a n i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k o n
the Bib le, and/or a Bib le Exhib i t ion, or
slide-show or fi lm of the Holy Land.

4 . H a v e a s p e c i a l d i s p l a y o f B i b l e s a n d
b i b l i c a l m a t e r i a l ( p e r h a p s i n b o t h I r i s h a n d

E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e s ) a v a i l a b l e o n B i b l e S u n d a y
a n d f o r s o m e d a y s b e f o r e o r a f t e r . A u d i o

t a p e s o f t h e B i b l e a n d b i b l i c a l t a l k s , v i d e o
c a s s e t t e s , r e c o r d i n g s o f S c r i p t u r e i n s o n g
a l s o a v a i l a b l e . ( S o m e s h o p s w i l l s u p p l y

g o o d s o n a s a l e - o r - r e t u r n b a s i s . )

1 2 . L o c a l c l e r g y o f d i f f e r e n t c h u r c h e s c o u l d
t h e m s e l v e s g e t t o g e t h e r f o r s o m e p r a y e r f u l

s c r i p t u r e s t u d y - w h o w i l l m a k e t h e f i r s t
move? There may a l ready be such a gather ing
i n y o u r a r e a .

P A D R A i G M c C a r t h y

31 , Herbe r t Avenue
M e r r i o n , D u b l i n 4
I R E L A N D

5 . A p p r o a c h l o c a l r a d i o o r t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n
f o r a s p o t .

6 . P r o v i d e c o n g r e g a t i o n s w i t h m a t e r i a l a n d

e n c o u r a g e m e n t t o c o m e t o g e t h e r i n g r o u p s f o r
B i b l e s h a r i n g a n d s t u d y : m u c h m a t e r i a l

a l r e a d y a v a i l a b l e . A l i m i t e d p r o g r a m m e o f
f o u r o r f i v e w e e k l y m e e t i n g s m a y b e b e t t e r
for start ing than "for ever and ever"! A •
g r o u p s e t u p b y t h e B a l l y m a s c a n l a n I n t e r -
c h u r c h m e e t i n g s i s p r e p a r i n g s t u d y n o t e s o n
s i x p a s s a g e s i n S t . L u k e f o r u s e i n L e n t
1 9 8 7 ; t h e y a r e i n t e n d e d t o p r o m o t e
i n t e r c h u r c h f e l l o w s h i p a n d d i a l o g u e . W e
c o u l d l a y t h e g r o u n d w o r k f o r t h i s n o w , a n d
l a u n c h i t i n C h r i s t i a n U n i t y W e e k i n

J a n u a r y . L e n t n e x t y e a r s t a r t s o n 4 t h M a r c h .

7 . A t a l k f o r c h i l d r e n a b o u t t h e p l a c e o f

S c r i p t u r e i n t h e i r l i v e s . I t i s p o s s i b l e !
S o m e e x c e l l e n t c a r t o o n f o r m a t S c r i p t u r e a n d
o t h e r m a t e r i a l s a r e a v a i l a b l e .

8 . H a v e a s h r i n e o f t h e t a b l e f o r t h e W o r d s o

t h a t v i s i t o r s c a n r e a d i t : a l e c t i o n a r y o p e n
a t t h e r e a d i n g s o f t h e d a y ; s o m e B i b l e s a n d
r e l a t e d m a t e r i a l . T h e r e w i l l b e e x p e n s e , a n d
some books may d isappear - bu t wou ld i t be
w e l l w o r t h i t ? Y o u r B i b l e s t u d y g r o u p o r

p r a y e r g r o u p m a y o f f e r t o s p o n s o r i t .

9 . I f poss ib le , ask schoo ls to t rea t o f
S c r i p t u r e t h i s w e e k ; d i o c e s a n s c h o o l
pe rsonne l may he lp .

10. Speak of the Bible in developing countries.
T h e W o r l d C a t h o l i c F e d e r a t i o n f o r t h e
Biblical Apostolate publishes a quarterly,
BULLETIN DEI VERBUM, with a r ichness of
i n f o r m a t i o n a n d i d e a s f r o m a r o u n d t h e w o r l d .
The Bible Society in Ireland (formerly
called the Hibernian Bible Society) at 41
D a w s o n S t r e e t , D u b l i n 2 - T e l . 0 1 - 7 7 3 2 7 2 o r
710040 has also plenty of material including
a t t r a c t i v e s h o r t i l l u s t r a t e d l e a f l e t s w i t h
e x t r a c t s f r o m S c r i p t u r e .

11. Set up a "Wayside Pulpit" with eye-catching
s c r i p t u r a l m e s s a g e s o n p o s t e r s .

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

G E T T I K 6 T O K N O W E A C H O T H E R
* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Today^ our Federation has 65 full and 143
a s s o c i a t e m e m b e r s . T h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t h a s
sent out a questionnaire to all members to find
out more about the i r p rec ise ident i t ies^ the i r
a c t i v i t i e s a n d t h e i r m a i n c o n c e r n s a t t h e

present time. We wish to thank all those who
have already sent us their replies^ and to
express our hope that those who have not will do
so as soon as possible.

In this second edition of BULIXTIE DEI VERBUM we
are start ing a column enti t led "Gett ing to know
each other^. With the aid of the completed
questionnaires we would like to compose a brief
presentation of each member. This column will be
more extensive in future issues. Getting to know
each other can only act to stimulate our common
p a s t o r a l w o r k i n b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e .

F u l l m e m b e r :

THAILAND: CATHOLIC BIBLICAL COOilSSION,
Lux Mundl Seminary, Saisphran.

(A full member is any Catholic organization for
t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e , o n e f r o m e a c h c o u n t r y
a n d c o n t i n e n t , w h i c h i s d e s i g n a t e d b y i t s

r e s p e c t i v e e p i s c o p a l c o n f e r e n c e . )

A m e m b e r o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n s i n c e 1 9 7 1 , t h e

Ca tho l i c B ib l i ca l Commiss ion (CBC) has made
c o n t i n u o u s e f f o r t s t o c o o p e r a t e w i t h t h e B i b l e

Soc ie t y o f Tha i l and . The ma in conce rn o f CBC i s
t o p r o m o t e t h e u s e o f t h e B i b l e a m o n g C a t h o l i c s .

T h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e i s r e p r e s e n t e d i n a l l
f i e l d s w i t h o u t m a r k i n g o n e s p e c i a l s e c t o r .
A c t i v i t i e s a r e o f t e n b a s e d o n t h e p e r s o n a l
i n i t i a t i v e s o f i n d i v i d u a l p r i e s t s a n d s i s t e r s .
T h e n e e d f o r g r e a t e r c o o p e r a t i o n a n d b e t t e r

o r g a n i z a t i o n i n t h i s f i e l d c a n b e f e l t .

The CBC has s ta r ted a cor respondence course .
E a c h y e a r o n e s p e c i f i c b o o k o f t h e B i b l e i s
s t u d i e d . L a s t y e a r ' s c o u r s e o n t h e A c t s o f t h e
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A p o s t l e s a t t r a c t e d o v e r 8 0 0 c o r r e s p o n d e n t s a n d
t h e p r e s e n t c o u r s e , o n t h e b o o k o f G e n e s i s , h a s
o v e r 1 0 0 0 . T h i s i s a n i n d i c a t i o n t h a t q u i t e a
f e w C a t h o l i c s w o u l d l i k e t o k n o w m o r e a b o u t t h e

B i b l e . H a v i n g n o r e g u l a r p u b l i c a t i o n s , t h e C B C
c o n t r i b u t e s o c c a s i o n a l a r t i c l e s o n t h e B i b l e t o

C a t h o l i c p a p e r s a n d r e v i e w s i n T h a i l a n d . A v e r y

s p e c i a l e f f o r t i s m a d e t o p r e p a r e t h e a n n u a l
celebration of "Bible Sunday", and posters and
s p e c i a l r e a d i n g s a r e s e n t o u t f o r t h i s p u r p o s e .
I t i s h a r d t o a s s e s s t h e o v e r a l l r e s u l t , b u t a

g r o w i n g i n t e r e s t i n t h e B i b l e c a n b e f e l t i n
many par ishes and communi t ies .

o w n b i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l p r o g r a m m e s . T h e s e i n c l u d e
a r e s i d e n t i a l t r a i n i n g c o u r s e , a c o r r e s p o n d e n c e
c o u r s e a n d r e g u l a r S u n d a y b u l l e t i n s . M u c h
"biblical knowledge" is passed on in secondary
s c h o o l s , a n d s t r o n g e m p h a s i s i s p l a c e d o n
b i b l i c a l s t u d i e s i n s e m i n a r i e s .

The biblical apostolate in Zimbabwe is poor in
t r a i n e d s t a f f a n d r e s o u r c e s . T h e r e i s g r e a t n e e d
of b ib l ica l an imators . A lso great ly des i red is
the deve lopmen t o f commun ica t i on and coope ra t i on
b e t w e e n i n t e r n a t i o n a l a n d c o n t i n e n t a l

o r g a n i z a t i o n s f o r t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e .

T h e C B C i s p a r t i c u l a r l y c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e l a c k
o f i n t e r e s t i n t h e B i b l e s h o w n b y m a n y C a t h o
l i c s . I t m u s t b e a d m i t t e d t h a t r e l i g i o u s
e d u c a t i o n f o r C a t h o l i c s n e v e r w a s b i b l e - o r i e n

t e d , s o t h a t m a n y p e o p l e d o n o t s e e t h e v i t a l
i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e a n d
c o n s i d e r i t a s e c o n d c l a s s i s s u e .

T h e r e i s n e e d o f a g o o d C a t h o l i c B i b l e . T h e
e d i t i o n p r e s e n t l y i n u s e i s n o t v e r y s a t i s

f a c t o r y . A l s o l a c k i n g i s l i t e r a t u r e i n t h e T h a i
l a n g u a g e f o r t r a i n i n g l a y p e o p l e t o b e c o m e
l e a d e r s o f b i b l e g r o u p s . B i s h o p s a n d r e l i g i o u s
o r d e r s h a v e a l r e a d y b e e n r e q u e s t e d t o p r o v i d e
s o m e o n e w h o c o u l d w o r k f u l l - t i m e f o r t h e

b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e , b u t n o d e f i n i t e r e s u l t h a s

y e t b e e n f o r t h c o m i n g !

I n f o r m a t i o n p r o v i d e d b y ;
J . M . T H A S A N A I K O M K R I S

L U X M U N D I S E M I N A R Y

S a m p h r a n 7 3 1 1 0 _
T h a i l a n d . ■

A m o n g t h e c h a l l e n g e s f a c e d b y t h e b i b l i c a l
a p o s t o l a t e i n Z i m b a b w e a r e t h e p r o b l e m o f
fundamentalism, the sects, the lack of adequate
b i b l i c a l f o r m a t i o n f o r t h e c l e r g y a n d t h e n e e d
of a bridge between the academic and pastoral
use o f Sc r i p t u re . Z imbabwe needs good ve rnacu la r
t r a n s l a t i o n s a n d b e t t e r b i b l i c a l f o r m a t i o n o n
a l l l e v e l s . C h a p t e r 6 o f D E I V E R B U M s t i l l a w a i t s

p r a c t i c a l i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .

P r o j e c t s a l r e a d y u n d e r t a k e n w i l l b e c o n t i n u e d ,
but the lack of resources makes an expansion of
the b ib l i ca l apos to la te in th is count ry
u n l i k e l y .

Information provided by:
PETER EDMONDS, SJ

R e g i o n a l S e m i n a r y
P . O . B o x 1 1 3 9 _

H a r a r e , Z i m b a b w e "

GENERAL INFORMATION

F u l l m e m b e r :

Z I M B A B W E : B I B L I C A L A P O S T O L A T E C O M M I S S I O N

of the EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE OF ZIMBABWE

N o f o r m a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o r i n s t i t u t e f o r t h e
b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e e x i s t s w i t h i n t h e c o u n t r y ,
n o r i s t h e a p p o i n t m e n t o f a f u l l - t i m e b i b l i c a l
a n i m a t o r c a t e r e d f o r i n t h e n a t i o n a l p l a n . T w o
o f t h e s i x d i o c e s e s h a v e " B i b l i c a l P r o m o t e r s " ,
b u t o n l y i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e i r o t h e r w o r k . F r .
Peter Edmonds, sj, has been appointed "National
Promoter" for the bibl ical apostolate by the
Z imbabwe Ca tho l i c B i shops ' Con fe rence , bu t he i s
a l s o a f u l l - t i m e t e a c h e r a n d d i r e c t o r o f s t u d i e s
a t t h e R e g i o n a l S e m i n a r y i n H a r a r e ! T h e m a i n
c o n c e r n o f t h e B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e C o m m i s s i o n i s
t o m a k e t h e S c r i p t u r e s k n o w n , l o v e d a n d f o l l o w e d
a s t h e w a y t o C h r i s t .

E f f o r t s m a d e d u r i n g t h e l a s t y e a r s h a v e m a i n l y
b e e n d i r e c t e d a t t r a n s l a t i n g t h e B i b l e i n t o t h e
S h o n a a n d N e b e l e l a n g u a g e s , i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n
w i t h t h e U n i t e d B i b l e S o c i e t i e s . M o s t y e a r s a

four-day seminar on the "Gospel of the Year" is
h e l d f o r p r i e s t s , s i s t e r s , c a t e c h i s t s a n d l a y

p e o p l e . A l s o w o r t h n o t i n g i s t h e p o p u l a r i t y o f a
d i o c e s a n p u b l i c a t i o n p r e s e n t i n g t h e " S c r i p t u r e
for Sunday Liturgy". Some dioceses have their

NEW MEMBERS OF THE FEDERATION

A spec ia l welcome to four new members:

- SPAIN. Following a visit made by the general

s e c r e t a r y , t h e E p i s c o p a l C o n f e r e n c e o f S p a i n ,
represented by the "CASA DE LA BIBLIA", has
b e c o m e a f u l l m e m b e r o f t h e W C F B A .

(Casa de la Biblia, Santa Engracia 20, 28010
M a d r i d , S p a i n ) .

- NEW ZEALAND. After the general secretary's

j o u r n e y t o O c e a n i a t h e E p i s c o p a l C o n f e r e n c e o f
New Zealand designated the "NATIONAL CENTRE FOR
RELIG IOUS STUDIES" t o rep resen t i t as f u l l
m e m b e r o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n .

(NCRS, P.O. Box 28-388 Remuera, Auckland 5, New
Z e a l a n d ) .

- SCANDINAVIA. Following a visit made by Msgr.
A b l o n d i a n d t h e g e n e r a l s e c r e t a r y t o t h e
Scandinavian bishops during their last assembly
wh ich was he ld i n Ge rmany , t he Scand inav ian
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B i s h o p s ' C o n f e r e n c e d e c i d e d t o b e c o m e a f u l l
m e m b e r o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n .

(Scandinavian Bishops' Conference, Akersvejen 5,
P.B. 8270 Hammersborg, Oslo 1, Norway).

- STRIA. Following a visit made by Mgr. Naguib
and the general secretary, the Assemblee de la
Hierarchie catholique de Syrie decided to become
a f u l l m e m b e r o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n . A c o m m i s s i o n

for the bibl ical apostolate has been set up.
(Commission d'Apostolat Bibl ique, Kassa-rue
Bagdad / Extension, Damas, Syria).

OUR QUESTIONNAIRE ON "BIBLE SDNDAT"
In the first number of BULLETIN DEI VERBUM (p.8)
we included a questionnaire on Bible Sunday. Few
replies have reached us as yet, probably, owing
to the delay in sending out the Bulletin. We
w i l l r e t u r n t o t h i s m a t t e r i n o n e o f t h e

following numbers. In the meantime, if you have
not yet answered this questionnaire please do so
without hesitation and send your answers to the
S t u t t g a r t o f f i c e . W e a r e c o u n t i n g o n y o u !

A F R I C A : A P U B L I S H I N G H O U S E A T T H E S E R V I C E O F T H E

B I B L I C A L A P O S T O L A T E .

As a member of our Federation VERBUM BIBLE, the

r e c e n t l y o p e n e d p u b l i s h i n g h o u s e o f t h e D i v i n e
W o r d M i s s i o n a r i e s , d e d i c a t e s i t s e l f t o t h e
s e r v i c e o f t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e b y p r o d u c i n g

i n e x p e n s i v e B i b l e s i n A f r i c a n l a n g u a g e s , A f r i c a n
edit ions of bible reading aids, etc. Among the
p r o j e c t s r e a l i z e d l a s t y e a r w e w o u l d l i k e t o
m e n t i o n t r a n s l a t i o n s o f b i b l i c a l t e x t s i n

S w a h i l i , K i k o n g o , L i n g a l a a n d D j u l a . F o r f u r t h e r
i n f o r m a t i o n p l e a s e c o n t a c t " V e r b u m B i b l e " ,
Ma ison Arno ld Janssen , K inshasa Lemba, rue de
L u l o 2 2 , Z a i r e .

B R A Z I L : X V I I N A T I O N A L B I B L E W E E K

Last years' XVII National Bible Week had "Woman
i n t h e B i b l e " a s i t s t h e m e . T h e t h e m e o f t h i s

years' Bible Week, which will be held from 12th
to 22nd July, wi l l be "Slavery in the Bible".
( L E B , P a d r e A l c i d e s d a S i l v a , C a i x a P o s t a l 2 6 0 ,
1 3 4 5 0 - S a o C a r l o s , S P , B r a z i l ) .

C A M E R O O H : W O R K S H O P S O N T H E B I B L I C A L A P O S T O L A T E

CEBAM (Centre Biblique Catholique pour I'Afrique
e t Madagascar ) p lans to ho ld workshops f rom 2nd
t o 1 7 t h F e b r u a r y 1 9 8 7 i n t h r e e d i o c e s e s o f t h e

country (Bamenda, Buea and Kumbo). The themes
c h o s e n i n c l u d e :
- T h e a n i m a t i o n o f p r i e s t s , c a t e c h i s t s , p a s t o r a l

c o l l a b o r a t o r s , l a y p e r s o n s a n d y o u t h

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n t h e p r o m o t i o n o f b a s i c
b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e .
- T h e c r e a t i o n o f a n e f f e c t i v e b i b l e s t u d y

p r o g r a m m e f o r t h e l a i t y a n d e s p e c i a l l y f o r
y o u t h .
- T h e o r g a n i z a t i o n a n d c e l e b r a t i o n o f a B i b l e

Week t o be he ld annua l l y .
- P r e p a r a t i o n o f a p o c k e t b o o k o n t h e b i b l i c a l

a p o s t o l a t e .

(CEBAM, B.P. 24215, Karen-Nairobi, Kenya).

CENTRAL EUROPE: MEETING OF BIBLICAL

O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

F r o m 5 t h t o 1 1 t h N o v e m b e r 1 9 8 6 d i r e c t o r s a n d

col laborators of German-speaking bibl ical
a s s o c i a t i o n s a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n s f r o m t h e G e r m a n
Fede ra l Repub l i c , t he Ge rman Democ ra t i c

R e p u b l i c , S w i t z e r l a n d , N e t h e r l a n d s a n d A u s t r i a
me t i n Bad Urach (BDR) . Sub jec t s d i scussed were :
The Bible in modern German, Bible Sunday, and
b i b l i c a l a i d s f o r t h e T h i r d W o r l d .

F E D E R A L R E P U B L I C O F G E R M A N Y : B I B L E S I N B R A I L L E

D e u t s c h e s K a t h o l i s c h e s B l i n d e n w e r k ( G e r m a n
C a t h o l i c a s s o c i a t i o n f o r t h e b l i n d ) , a n
a s s o c i a t e m e m b e r o f o u r F e d e r a t i o n , e n d e a v o u r s
t o m a k e s a c r e d S c r i p t u r e a v a i l a b l e t o t h e b l i n d .

T o g e t h e r w i t h t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n o f
C a t h o l i c A s s o c i a t i o n s f o r t h e B l i n d , w a y s a r e
s tud ied o f mak ing the B ib le known among the
b l i n d o f t h e T h i r d W o r l d . A b r a i l l e B i b l e

adap ted to the Ch inese language (Hong Kong) i s
p l a n n e d . T h e G o s p e l a c c o r d i n g t o L u k e , t h e A c t s
o f t he Apos t l es and the Psa lms have a l ready been
t r a n s l a t e d i n t o t h i s l a n g u a g e u s i n g t h i s

p r o c e d u r e . T h a n k s t o c o m p u t e r s c i e n c e t h e a c t u a l
p r i n t i n g i n b r a i l l e o f b i b l i c a l t r a n s l a t i o n s i n
v a r i o u s l a n g u a g e s i s n o t o n l y p o s s i b l e b u t a l s o

q u i t e f a s t .

T o g e t h e r w i t h A d v e n i a t , t h e G e r m a n f u n d i n g
a g e n c y f o r L a t i n A m e r i c a , t h e a s s o c i a t i o n h a s
b e g u n t o m a k e c a s s e t t e r e c o r d i n g s o f t h e B i b l e
i n S p a n i s h .

( D e u t s c h e s K a t h o l i s c h e s B l i n d e n w e r k ,
W i r t e l t o r p l a t z 1 2 , 5 1 6 0 D i i r e n , W . G e r m a n y ) .

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY: CATHOLIC CENTRE OF
EVANGELIZATION IN MAIHINGEN

During the year 1986 the Katholisches Evangeli-
s a t i o n s z e n t r u m i n M a i h i n g e n , a F e d e r a t i o n
member, organized three bible courses, each of
t h r e e w e e k s ' d u r a t i o n . T h e s e i n t e n s i v e b i b l e
courses were intended for lay people and were
given in an atmosphere of spi r i tual i ty .
(Kathol isches Evangel isat ionszentrura, Klosterhof
5, 8861 Maihingen, W. Germany).

F R A N C E : N A T I O N A L C O N G R E S S O F B I B L I C I S T S

T h e A s s o c i a t i o n C a t h o l i q u e F r a n q a i s e p o u r
1 ' e t u d e d e l a B i b l e ( A G F E B ) w i l l h o l d i t s n e x t
n a t i o n a l c o n g r e s s f r o m 3 1 s t A u g u s t t o 4 t h

September 1987 under the theme: "Gospel
Parables". I t is possible, through meetings as
w e l l a s t h e s t u d y o f t e x t s , t o a s s e s s t h e
r e s e a r c h w o r k r e c e n t l y c a r r i e d o u t a n d t o
e v a l u a t e t h e p a s t o r a l c o n t r i b u t i o n . T h e
a s s o c i a t i o n w i s h e s t o c o n t r i b u t e t o w a r d s t h e

r e m a r k a b l e r e n e w a l i n t h e e x e g e t i c a l s t u d y o f
t h i s t o p i c a n d t o i n c r e a s e t h e p a s t o r a l i m p a c t .
F o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n p l e a s e c o n t a c t : C o n g r e s

A c f e b , I n s t i t u t C a t h o l i q u e , 2 5 r u e d u P l a t ,
69288 Lyon Cedex 2, France) .
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J A P A N : S T U D I D M B I B L I C D M F R A N C I S C A N U M I N I X N C T O

F o r t h e p a s t 3 0 y e a r s t h e F r a n c i s c a n c e n t r e f o r
b i b l i c a l s t u d i e s i n T o k y o h a s b e e n w o r k i n g
t o w a r d s a b e t t e r k n o w l e d g e o f t h e B i b l e i n

J a p a n e s e s o c i e t y b y t r a n s l a t i n g a n d r e v i s i n g
b i b l i c a l t e x t s i n J a p a n e s e a s w e l l a s t h r o u g h

p u b l i c a t i o n s , a r t i c l e s , w o r k s h o p s a n d
c o n f e r e n c e s . L a s t y e a r t h e c e n t r e p u b l i s h e d
c o m m e n t a r i e s o n t h e b o o k s o f J o b a n d E x o d u s a n d

p a r t o f t h e P r o p h e t s . O n 6 t h a n d 7 t h O c t o b e r
last year the "New Testament Society" of Japan
a s s e m b l e d a t t h e c e n t r e f o r i t s a n n u a l m e e t i n g .

Y o u n g e x e g e t e s j o i n e d t h e s t a f f o f t h e c e n t r e .

NEW ZEALAND: STATENENT ON BIBLE STUDIES

In a special statement, "the Episcopal Conference
of Eew Zealand reminded the Catholics of the
country about the important role of the Bible.

" O n e o f t h e r i c h e s t d o c u m e n t s o f t h e S e c o n d
V a t i c a n C o u n c i l i s t h e C O N S T I T U T I O N O N D I V I N E

R E V E L A T I O N , w h i c h , a s a s o u r c e o f n o u r i s h m e n t
f o r t h e C a t h o l i c c o m m u n i t y i s s t i l l l a r g e l y

untapped. We wish to app laud the renewed
i n t e r e s t o f C a t h o l i c s i n t h e s t u d y o f H o l y

S c r i p t u r e a n d t h e i n c r e a s i n g u s e o f H o l y
S c r i p t u r e f o r p r a y e r a n d p e r s o n a l f o r m a t i o n .

W e a r e a l s o g r a t e f u l t o t h o s e w h o s e i n i t i a t i v e s
a r e m a k i n g n e w o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r t h e s t u d y o f

S c r i p t u r e m o r e e a s i l y a v a i l a b l e .

T h e i n c r e a s e d i n t e r e s t i n t h e S c r i p t u r e s m a k e s
i t a l l t h e m o r e n e c e s s a r y t h a t t h e s t u d y o f i t
be based on sound scho la rsh ip . Godhas chosen to

speak to us th rough the human word and the re fo re
w e n e e d t o u n d e r s t a n d t h a t w o r d i n a l l i t s h u m a n

d i m e n s i o n s - i n c l u d i n g i t s c u l t u r a l a n d
h i s t o r i c a l c o n t e x t s - i n o r d e r p r o p e r l y t o h e a r
wha t God i s say ing to us .

A t the same t ime, wha t we want i s no t a mere ly
a c a d e m i c u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e S c r i p t u r e s , b u t

p e r s o n a l f o r m a t i o n b y t h e l i v i n g W o r d o f G o d ,
r e s u l t i n g i n t h e a b i l i t y t o p r a y w i t h t h e
S c r i p t u r e s a n d t o s h a r e t h e m w i t h o t h e r s .

I t i s a l s o i m p o r t a n t t h a t s u i t a b l e c o u r s e s f o r
a d u l t s a d o p t t h e m e t h o d s o f a d u l t l e a r n i n g , a n d

p r o m o t e t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f a d u l t s l e a r n i n g w i t h
a n d f r o m e a c h o t h e r .

W e c o m m e n d o u r Y o u t h M i n i s t r i e s f o r e x p l o r i n g
methods o f f o rm ing young peop le i n the Word o f
G o d . "

T h e b i s h o p s c o n t i n u e b y i n d i c a t i n g b i b l i c a l
f o r m a t i o n p r o g r a m m e s w h i c h t h e y c o n s i d e r

p a r t i c u l a r l y s u i t a b l e . T h e y r e c o m m e n d t h e
f a i t h f u l t o m a k e u s e o f t h e i m m e n s e r e s o u r c e s a t

t h e i r d i s p o s a l f o r a p p r o a c h i n g t h e B i b l e

(scripture study and prayer groups, booklets,
l i t u r g i c a l c o m m e n t a r i e s , e t c . ) .

MALAYSIA: BASIC B IBL ICAL WORKSHOP

B i b l i c a l a n i m a t o r s f r o m t h e J o h n P a u l I B i b l i c a l
C e n t e r i n V i g a n ( P h i l i p p i n e s ) a s s e m b l e d i n

Malaysia to lead a "basic bibl ical workshop"
f r o m 1 3 th t o 1 6 th N o ve mb e r l a s t ye a r . 1 6 0 p e o p l e

p a r t i c i p a t e d , 1 1 0 o f t h e m b e i n g f r o m t h e l a i t y .
T h e a i m o f t h i s w o r k s h o p w a s t o s u p p o r t t h e v e r y
a c t i v e r e n e w a l m o v e m e n t w i t h i n t h e c h u r c h o f

M a l a y s i a , a c o u n t r y i n w h i c h C a t h o l i c s f o r m a
m i n o r i t y .

P E R U : N A T I O N A L M E E T I N G O N T H E B I B L I C A L

A P O S T O L A T E

T h e f i r s t n a t i o n a l m e e t i n g o n t h e b i b l i c a l

a p o s t o l a t e t o o k p l a c e n e a r L i m a f r o m 7 t h t o 1 0 t h
O c t o b e r 1 9 8 6 . T h e p a r t i c i p a n t s t r i e d t o s e t u p a
n a t i o n a l p l a n f o r t h e o r i e n t a t i o n o f t h e i r w o r k .

( D e p a r t m e n t f o r B i b l i c a l A p o s t o l a t e , C a l l e R i o
d e J a n e i r o 4 8 8 , L i m a 1 1 , P e r u ) .

P H I L I P P I N E S : R E G I O N A L B I B L I C A L M E E T I N G O F

NINDANAO/SULU
1 5 o f t h e 2 1 d i o c e s e s o f t h e r e g i o n w e r e

r e p r e s e n t e d a t t h e S e c o n d R e g i o n a l M e e t i n g o f
B i b l i c a l A n i m a t o r s , h e l d f r o m 2 8 t h t o 3 1 s t
Oc tobe r 1986 . One o f t he ma in ques t i ons t o be
d e a l t w i t h w a s t h a t o f f u n d a m e n t a l i s m . I n o r d e r

t o c o n f r o n t t h i s p r o b l e m , m o d e r n b i b l e r e a d i n g
and s tudy methods were p resen ted . The an imato rs
a t t h e m e e t i n g w e r e s u r p r i s e d a t t h e i n t e r e s t
s h o w n b y l a y p e o p l e i n s u c h t h e o r e t i c a l

q u e s t i o n s . B i b l i c a l - p a s t o r a l p r o g r a m m e s w e r e
a l s o d i s c u s s e d . A l l t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s v o t e d f o r a
r e s o l u t i o n e n c o u r a g i n g t h e p r a c t i c e o f
"enthronement of the Bible" in the parishes and
c o m m u n i t i e s o f t h e M i n d a n a o r e g i o n .
( P a u l V I B i b l i c a l C e n t e r , P . O : B o x 1 8 9 , D a v a o
C i t y 9 5 0 1 , P h i l i p p i n e s ) .

P H I L I P P I N E S : R E G I O N A L B I B L I C A L M E E T I N G O F
N O R T H E R N L U Z O N .

"The Word of God at the heart of pastoral
ministry" was the theme chosen for the Eighth
Bib l ica l -Pastora l Meet ing for the reg ion of
Northern Luzon which took place from 20th to
25th October 1986. This meeting, in which 84
people participated, was organized by the John
P a u l I B i b l i c a l C e n t e r , a n a s s o c i a t e m e m b e r o f
t h e F e d e r a t i o n .

(JPIBC, Vigan, I locos Sur 0401, Phil ippines).

PHILIPPINES: BIBLICAL ACTIVITIES IN 1987
The Na t i ona l B ib l e Week , unde r t he t heme o f
Jesus' prayer "That all might.be one" (John
17:20), was held from 26th January to 1st
F e b r u a r y .
The Second National Biblical Congress, which
will deal with the Gospel according to Mark,
w i l l t a k e p l a c e i n S a n J o s e d e l M o n t e f r o m 2 3 r d
t o 2 9 t h F e b r u a r y .



S U B S C R I P T I O N F O R M F O R B U L L E T I N D E I V E R B U M

P l e a s e c o m p l e t e a n d r e t u r n t h i s f o r m ( o r a p h o t o c o p y ) t o :

WCFBA

B U L L E T I N D E I V E R B U M

M i t t e l s t r . 1 2

P o s t f a c h 6 0 1

7000 Stuttgart 1
WEST GERMANY

O r g a n i z a t i o n / I n s t i t u t e :

M r / M r s / F r / S r / B r :

A d d r e s s :

(P lease use cap i ta l l e t t e rs o r t ype )

* I w i s h t o s u b s c r i b e t o B U L L E T I N D E I V E R B U M f o r t h e y e a r 1 9 8 7 ( 4 i s s u e s ) .

* I w o u l d p r e f e r : ( ) t h e E n g l i s h e d i t i o n

( ) t h e F r e n c h e d i t i o n

( ) t h e G e r m a n e d i t i o n

* C a t e g o r y o f s u b s c r i p t i o n : ( ) O r d i n a r y : 1 2 U S d o l l a r s ( o r e q u i v a l e n t )

( ) Suppor t i ng : 25 US do l l a rs (o r equ iva len t )

( ) Th i rd Wor ld : 8 US do l la rs (o r equ iva len t )

( ) S t u d e n t s : 8 U S d o l l a r s ( o r e q u i v a l e n t )

* I w i sh t o pay t he a i rma i l r a te o f 2 US do l l a r s ex t ra ( )

* I enclose a cheque/money order for the amount indicated.

D a t e S i g n a t u r e

- P a y m e n t o f s u b s c r i p t i o n f e e s s h o u l d b e m a d e t o :

W C F B A

L i g a B a n k , S p e y e r
Ace. No. 59820 (BLZ 547 903 00)

- I f y o u a r e a b l e t o , w e w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e i t i f y o u w o u l d p a y f o r a

s u p p o r t i n g s u b s c r i p t i o n t o h e l p u s c o v e r p r o d u c t i o n c o s t s .

- F o r F e d e r a t i o n m e m b e r s t h e p r i c e o f s u b s c r i p t i o n i s i n c l u d e d i n t h e

a n n u a l m e m b e r s h i p f e e .

- T h o s e w h o h a v e a l r e a d y r e n e w e d t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n f o r W O R D - E V E N T w i l l

r e c e i v e t h e f o u r 1 9 8 7 i s s u e s o f B U L L E T I N D E I V E R B U M .


