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The World Catholic Federation for the
Biblical Apoatolate (WCFBA)ie an inter
nat ional fe l lotaship of Cathol ic organiaa-
t ions invo lved in b ib l ica l pastor td work.
The matibers foster mutual service among all
l o c a l c h u r c h e s .

Translat ion and dist r ibut ion of Cathol ic and
in terconfess iona l ed i t ions o f the B ib le in
simple language^ in cooperation with bible
societies thnjughout Idve worlds is part of
t h i s s e r v i c e .

m r

Furthexnope, i t is the in tent ion of the
WCFBA to promote biblical studies^ to sup
port the production of pedagogical aids for
a bet ter unders tanding of b iMica l tex ts ,
and to assist in the formation of ministers
of the Word, such as biblical animators,
lectors and catechists, suggesting ways to
form bible groups and reconmending the use
of both mass and group media to facilitate
t h e i r e n c o u n t e r w i t h t h e W o r d .

The Federation wishes to promote a dialogue
also with people who believe only in htemn
values, as well as to encourage an encounter
wi th the sacred wr i t ings of other re l ig ions.
Through such encounters the revealed Word of
God can offer a more profound understanding
of God and of human life.

The Federation appeals to everyone to add
their personal community support to this
great task.

+ Alberto Ablondi, Bishop of Livomo
President of the WCFBA

BULLETIN DEI VERBUM is a quarterly
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Hoy".
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o w n p u b l i c a t i o n s a n y a r t i c l e s p r i n t e d i n
BULLETIN DEI VERBUM which they consider to be
o f I n t e r e s t t o t h e i r r e a d e r s , u n l e s s a
s t a t e m e n t t o t h e c o n t r a r y i s g i v e n .
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Dear Members and Friends of the Vortd Catholic
Federat ion for the B ib l ica l Aposto la te ,

As you can see, our publication "Word-Event" has
completely chafed its appearance and noa has
the form of a simple bulletin. This change
endbles us to publish it simultaneously in four
languages: English, Spanish ("La FaXdbra Boy"),
French and German, ard enhances the "worldaUde"
character of our Federat ion.

The change is only an outukzrd one; the neu>
Bulletin pursues the same aims that Word-Eoent
did - 1^ main one being to serve the members of
the Federation. It hopes to encourage an
exchange of experiences and information, and to
mdke nea contacts which might stimulate and
ass is t the members in the i r b ib l ica l -pastora l
w o r k .

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the
publication of DEI VEBBUM, the Vatican Council
document which led to the founding of the
Federation. The main purpose of tfce Federation
is to realize the practical guidelines laid down
in DEI VEBBUM, and the idea came to us to name
our new bulletin after this document. These two
Latin words now belong to the heritage of the
Federation and may h^p to remind us of its
reason for being.

In this first number of BULLETIS DEI VERBUM you
will find information sent to the General
Secretar iat . The Bible is no luxury object in
Braz i l : i t g ives l i fe to a whole people (p.
4-6). The lively presentation of various meldiods
for introducing ikble reading to groups could be
an impulse to biblical animators in many
countries (p. 11-14). The opening of a
Bibl ical-Pastoral Centre in Nemi is a very
s ign i f i can t even t . A l ea f l e t con ta in i ng f u r t he r
information on this centre has been included
wi th the bu l le t in , and you w i l l a lso f ind th is
information printed for photocopying purposes
(p. 9-10). We would be grateful for any further
reflections and ideas on the theme Bible Sunday
(p . 8 ) .

-Aa^^ygusee, BULLETIN DEI VERBUM is composed of
contribiutions-sentĵ  us by you, the members ofthe Federation. li8~TubtaMLdeyendson your
interest and on the support
prov ide.

Thank you for the goodwill with which you
receive this first issue. Please let us know hew
it can be furidier developed and improved upon.

T h e E d i t o r i a l T e a m



THE BIBLICAL APOSTOLATE IS BRAZIL

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

At the present time our Federation has 61 full
meaibers - biblical organizations delegated by
the bishops' conference of their country - and
143 associate members comprising other
organizations. It is represented in 78 different
c o u n t r i e s .

The editorial team of Bulletin DEI VEBBUM has
composed a questionnaire directed at all the
members of the Federation in order to collect
all possible information on their biblical^
activities. The answers to this qu^tionnaire
will be published in the next few numbers of
Bulletin DEI VEBBUM. Our aim is to help members
to get to know each other better, and to further
their contacts and exchange of experienc^.

Members of Idle Federation have already agreed to
provide reports of their biblical-pastoral and
biblical apostolate activities for Bulletin DEI
YERBUM. To start this new series Fr. Gilberto
Gorgulho, op, of the Department of Catechesis of
the Episcopal Conference of Brazil (full member
of tf̂  Federation) has sent us the following^
description of the biblical apostolate in his
counti^.

I n t h e n e w B u l l e t i n w e w i s h t o r e p o r t
on some of the characteristic work done
in our b ib l ica l aposto la te dur ing the
p a s t y e a r .

F i rs t o f a l l , however , an ind ica t ion
of the way in which the World Catholic
Federat ion for the Bib l ica l Aposto la te
(WCFBA) is linked with the Church of
Brazil. The Department of Catechesis
of the Brazil ian Episcopal Conference
(CNBB) is the central organ and driving
f o r c e o f t h e e n t i r e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e .
This department also maintains contact
between the CNBB and the Federat ion.
It has a representative in the Executive
Committee. Coordinat ion of the bibl ical
pastoral organizations and institutions
has been temporarily taken over by the
Servicio do Animacao Biblica (SAB).

Bib l ica l aposto la te work is inc luded
in the pastora l p lan and evangel iza t ion , —
t a s k o f t h e v a r i o u s d i o c e s e s .

our typicalendsavo-^'-J^to try to read
*4M»^-^H4rrc~Trr'such a way that it sheds

l i g h t o n o u r p a s t o r a l w o r k a n d g i v e s
it depth. The reading of the Bible by
t h e p o o r , l i v i n g i n b a s i c c o m m u n i t i e s
a n d f i g h t i n g f o r t h e i r h u m a n d i g n i t y
a s G o d ' s C h i l d r e n , i s t h e e x p l a n a t i o n
o f a l l o u r e f f o r t s a n d e x e r t i o n s t o i n t e r p r e t
God's Word and to pass the whole message
on to God 's Peop le .

I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , I w i s h t o l i s t s o m e
o f t h e i n i t i a t i v e s s t a r t e d t h i s y e a r .

M O N T H O F T H E B I B L E

I n B r a z i l , S e p t e m b e r i s t h e M o n t h o f
t h e B i b l e . I t i s a m o n t h o f i n t e n s i v e

p r a y e r a n d p e t i t i o n i n g . I t c r e a t e s a
l i n k w i t h t h e " A c t i o n o f B r o t h e r h o o d "
w h i c h w e h o l d d u r i n g L e n t . D u r i n g t h e
M o n t h o f t h e B i b l e w e t r y t o c o n t i n u e
t h i s a c t i o n a n d t o d e e p e n o n e o f i t s

m a j o r p o i n t s .

The SAB has been i n cha rge o f coo rd ina t i ng
t h e a i d a n d a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e B i b l e M o n t h
f o r y e a r s n o w , a n d w e g i v e i t g r e a t r e c o g n i t i o n
a n d c o n s i d e r i t a n i m p o r t a n t e l e m e n t
o f t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e .

1 . T h e r e a l i z a t i o n o f t h i s m o n t h o f i n t e n s i v e
b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e i s , f i r s t o f a l l ,
the result of the encouragement and
bringing-together of various endeavours.
I t u n i t e s t h e e f f o r t s a n d p r e p a r a t o r y
work of the SAB and CEBI (Centro de

• E s t u d i o s B i b l i c o s , d i r e c t e d b y F r .

Carlos Mesters, oc). These two bodies
bring the contributions made by biblical
s c i e n t i s t s a n d b i b l i c a l l e a d e r s o n t o
t h e s a m e l e v e l . T h r o u g h u n i t e d e f f o r t s ,
r e s o u r c e m a t e r i a l h a s b e e n w o r k e d

on and prepared for distr ibut ion to
t h e b a s i c e c c l e s i a l c o m m u n i t i e s ( C E B ) .

2 . T h e m a i n t h e m e o f e a c h B i b l e M o n t h

a t t e m p t s t o p r o v i d e a n s w e r s t o t h e
m o s t b u r n i n g p r o b l e m s o f o u r t i m e .
T h i s y e a r , t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t i s s u e
for our people is the working out
of a new consti tut ion. The pastoral
p lann ing o f f ices are t ry ing to get
the people to work together on a
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r e f o r m d e c i s i v e f o r

t h e f u t u r e o f b o t h t h e i n d i v i d u a l s
a n d t h e n a t i o n . T h e t e x t c h o s e n f o r

t h i s y e a r , t h e r e f o r e , w a s " T h e L a w
o f t he Covenan t " (Ex 20 -23 ) . The SAB
di rected a l l the preparat ion work ;
m e e t i n g s a n d s t u d y c o u r s e s . I t a l s o
produced a brochure in which the origin
a n d m e a n i n g o f t h e a n c i e n t l a w s o f
I s r a e l a r e e x p l a i n e d . T h e b r o c h u r e
s h o w s h o w t h e l a w . c a m e f r o m t h e l i v e s
j d£ t he peop le and a imed a t f o rm ing
a p e o p l e i n w h i c h j u s t i c e a n d s o l i d a r i t y

r e i g n e d . I s r a e l ' s l a w s d i d n o t c o m e
from "above", nor did they come from
the power o f t he s ta te . They came
from "below", from the people. They
a r e a n e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e s u p p o r t o f
human d i gn i t y and human r i gh t s , and

t h e y a r e t h e p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n o f t h e
l i v i n g G o d w h o c o m e s t o l i b e r a t e a n d
u n i t e h i s p e o p l e ( E x 3 : 7 ; E x 2 2 : 1 7 - 3 0 ;
I s 1 : 1 7 ) . T h i s b r o c h u r e c a n b e o b t a i n e d
f r o m t h e S A B i n B e l o H o r i z o n t e .
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B I B L E C O M M E i n : A R Y

F o r a b o u t f i v e y e a r s n o w a g r o u p o f e x e g e t e s ,
w h o a r e a l s o a c t i v e i n t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e ,
have been mee t i ng to deepen the b ib le
w o r k d o n e i n s e m i n a r i e s a n d t h e o l o g i c a l
i n s t i t u t e s . T h i s g r o u p a l s o t r i e s t o
m a k e b i b l i c a l s c i e n c e a c c e s s i b l e t o t h e

p o p u l a r b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e .

The group of exegetes has met once annually
d u r i n g t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s . O n e b o o k o r
o n e p a r t o f t h e B i b l e w a s w o r k e d o n d u r i n g
each mee t ing . On these occas ions the

a t t e m p t w a s m a d e t o e x p l a i n t h e B i b l e
from the viewpoint of the "option for
the poor". In this way, various books
w e r e d e a l t w i t h : P r o v e r b s , G e n e s i s , D e u t e r o n o m y ,

Ph i lemon, Ru th , Judges and the Gospe l
P a r a b l e s .

B e f o r e l o n g t h e n e e d w a s f e l t f o r a n

o rgan ic in teg ra t ion in the peop le ' s b ib l i ca l
apostolate, and this was brought about
by the b ib l i ca l an ima to rs , pa r t i cu la r l y
t h o s e f r o m t h e C E B . T h e f i r s t c o n c r e t e

goal was based on this: the publication
o f t h e " B i b l i c a l S t u d i e s " ( E s t u d o s B i b l i c o s ,
E d i t o r a V o z e s , P e t r o p o l i s ) . T h i s h a s
t a k e n t h e f o r m o f b r o c h u r e s i n t e n d e d
f o r b i b l i c a l a n i m a t o r s . N i n e b r o c h u r e s

h a v e a p p e a r e d s i n c e t h e n . A g a i n , t h e
t h e m e s a r e o r i e n t a t e d t o w a r d s a B i b l e

r e a d i n g b a s e d o n t h e o p t i o n f o r t h e p o o r
and on the discipleship of Christ (cf .
M k 8 : 2 7 f f ) .

This work was accompanied by a growing

recognition of the need to provide the
b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e a n d t h e b a s i c c o m m u n i t i e s
w i t h g o o d r e s o u r c e m a t e r i a l , a s a l s o

suggested in DEI VERBUM 21-26. In this
w a y t h e p r o j e c t o f a b i b l i c a l c o m m e n t a r y
was b rough t i n t o be i ng : a commen ta r y
b a s e d o n t h e o p t i o n f o r t h e p o o r w h o
a r e t h e c a r r i e r s o f t h e G o o d N e w s a n d
t h e c o n c e r n s o f J e s u s ( C f . M t 1 1 ) . I n
t h e b a s i c c o m m u n i t i e s t o d a y , t h e B i b l e
is read, l i s tened to , s tud ied, exp la ined
and l ived. I t helps the poor to f ind
t h e i r s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e a n d a l l o w s t h e m
t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e i r r e a l i t y a n d t o c o r r e c t
a n d i n f l u e n c e s o c i e t y . I t a l s o p e r m i t s
them to f ind their place in this world.
It gives a voice to those who couldn't
b e h e a r d a n d l i v e d o n t h e e d g e o f s o c i e t y .
The poor used to have to say "yes" to
everything: they were unfami l iar wi th
t h e w o r d " n o " . T h e B i b l e t a u g h t t h e m
t h e w o r d " n o " , a n d t h e y u s e i t , t o o .
Thanks to the Bible, they have learned
t o d i f f e r e n t i a t e a n d t o t a k e t h e g o o d
a n d l e a v e t h e b a d . T h a n k s t o t h e B i b l e ,
the poor know that they are a people.
They are no longer unknown and nameless
c r e a t u r e s w h o c a n n o t m o v e o r o r i e n t a t e
t h e m s e l v e s i n t h i s w o r l d . T h e y h a v e t h e
confidence given by their great numbers,
the i r so l i da r i t y . They su f fe r toge the r
a n d m u s t f r e e t h e m s e l v e s t o g e t h e r . F o r

t h e m , t h e B i b l e i s t h e b o o k o f h o p e f o r
l i b e r a t i o n .

T h i s n e w B i b l i c a l C o m m e n t a r y d r a w s i t s

s u p p o r t f r o m t h e a l r e a d y e x i s t i n g o n e s .
However, i t takes the side of the "receiver"
o f t h e B i b l e t o a g r e a t e r e x t e n t , t h e
s i d e o f t h e p o o r a n d t h e b a s i c c o m m u n i t i e s .
An ecumenical group of exegetes took
o v e r t h e w o r k o f e d i t i n g t h e C o m m e n t a r y ,
a n d i t s s c i e n t i f i c p a r t i s i n c o m p l e t e
a n d f a u l t y i n t h e w a y t h a t e v e r y s c i e n c e
i s p r o v i s i o n a l a n d o n e - s i d e d . Y e t t h e
s e r i e s o f C o m m e n t a r i e s i s o n a l e v e l

w i t h C h u r c h s t a n d a r d s a s w e l l a s w i t h
m o d e r n s c i e n c e .

S t i l l t o b e m e n t i o n e d i s t h e f a c t t h a t

t he expe r t s who ed i t t hese Commen ta r i es
h a v e a l l h a d a l o n g s p e l l o f p r a c t i c a l

e x p e r i e n c e w i t h b a s i c c o m m u n i t i e s . T h e i r
p o p u l a r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e B i b l e m a y
b e f a u l t y a n d i n c o m p l e t e . T h e g r o u p c a n n o t ,

h o w e v e r , b e a c c u s e d o f l a c k i n g c o n t a c t
w i t h t h e b a s i s . I t s t e a c h i n g s a r e a l s o
i n k e e p i n g w i t h t h o s e o f t h e m o d e r n C h u r c h .

A t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , t h e p o o r o f L a t i n
A m e r i c a h a v e f e w o f t h e i r o w n b i b l i c a l

a n i m a t o r s , t a k e n f r o m t h e i r o w n p e o p l e .
H a r d l y a n y o f t h e q u a l i f i e d s p e c i a l i s t s
a r e n a t i v e s o f t h e c o u n t r y , b l a c k s , p o o r

women, fa rmers o r workers . We hope, however ,
t h a t a t i m e w i l l c o m e w h e n t h e B i b l e

is commented on and made known by the

p o o r t h e m s e l v e s , w i t h o u t t h e h e l p o f
t h e " m e d i a t o r s " .

The authors o f the Commentary have never
c o n s i d e r e d p r o d u c i n g a n e w , i n d e p e n d e n t
b i b l e c o u r s e . T h e i r C o m m e n t a r y i s o n l y
a w o r k t o o l a n d a n a i d . I t d o e s n o t r e p l a c e
t h e o t h e r C o m m e n t a r i e s : t h i s w a s n o t
t h e i n t e n t i o n o f t h e a u t h o r s . I t s p u r p o s e
i s t o h e l p a l l t h o s e w h o r u n b i b l e c o u r s e s
i n t h e C h u r c h a n d i n t h e b a s i c c o m m u n i t i e s .

The f o l l ow ing commen ta r i es have been

published since then and have received
a v e r y p o s i t i v e e c h o :

- I N T R O D U C T I O N T O T H E B I B L E C O M M E N T A R Y :

( B i b l e r e a d i n g f r o m t h e v i e w p o i n t
of the poor). Rev. Jose Comblin, the
p u b l i s h e r , d e s c r i b e s t h e t h o u g h t s
a n d i n t e n t i o n s o f t h e e c u m e n i c a l g r o u p .

- The Book of ZECHARIAH (The coming

of the poor Messiah). Rev. Gilberto
Gorgu lho , op , shows how Zecha r i ah
p o r t r a y s t h e s y n t h e s i s o f t h e f a i t h
o f t h e p o o r a n d o f a h o p e f o r t h e

coming of the poor Messiah. When reading
t h e B i b l e , i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o t a k e
a s p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e t h e p o o r M e s s i a h
w h o p r o c l a i m s t h e d o m i n i o n o f t h e

p o o r i n t h e c o u r s e o f h i s t o r y .
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- The Book o f HAGGAI ; The Lu the ran p ro fesso r

D r . M i l t o n S c h w a n t e s i n t r o d u c e s t h e

work and message of the prophet Haggai
a t t h e t i m e o f t h e P e r s i a n r u l e . T h i s

is in tended to st rengthen the wi l l
o f r e s i s t a n c e , a n d t o d r a w a p i c t u r e
of a f ree people a f ter the l ibera t ion
a s w e l l a s o f t h e s e a r c h o f G o d ' s

People for their ideal at the t ime
o f t h e e x i l e .

- The NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY by Rev.

Jos6 Combliflft. We have begun with the
publication of those books which assist
the poor in reading the Bib le: Phi l ipp ians,
P h i l e m o n , C o l o s s i a n s .

- T h e B o o k s o f R U T H a n d E S T H E R w i l l

appear soon. These two books intend
t o s h o w t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e r o l e
of women in the history of God's People.

The publication of the Commentaries will
be accompanied by an offer of other biblical
a i d s . I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , m e n t i o n s h o u l d
be made o f a d i sse r t a t i on on Sa rah and
Abraham by Pastor Dr. Miltin Schwantes
as well as of a new interpretation of
Ge n e s i s . Th i s C o m m e n ta r y i s a c h a l l e n g e
f o r t h e r e a d e r . I s a s o c i o l o g i c a l r e a d i n g
m e t h o d f o r t h e s t o r i e s a b o u t t h e p a t r i a r c h s
o f Ge n e s i s p o ss i b l e ? Th e e xa mp l e s g i ve n

( G e n 1 2 : 1 - 4 ; 1 2 : 1 0 - 2 0 ; 1 3 ; 1 7 ) a r e v e r y
promising for this new method of interpretat ion.
T h e b o o k c a n b e o b t a i n e d f r o m E d i t o r a

V o z e s , P e t r o p o l i s .

The same group also brought about a meeting
o f L a t i n A m e r i c a n e x e g e t e s i n t e r e s t e d
i n t h e n e w f o r m o f B i b l e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n
and in popular b ib l ical apostolate. The
m e e t i n g t o o k p l a c e a t t h e T h e o l o g i c a l
Faculty of the Methodists in SSo Paulo
f r o m 5 - 7 . 6 . 1 9 8 6 . I t w a s t h e f i r s t a t t e m p t
a t a n e x c h a n g e o f t h o u g h t s a n d e x p e r i e n c e s
o n t h e L a t i n A m e r i c a n l e v e l . T h e p r o j e c t
o f s t a r t i n g u p a l a r g e r o r g a n i z a t i o n
w i t h a v i e w t o w i d e n i n g p o p u l a r b i b l i c a l

a p o s t o l a t e w a s c o n c e i v e d h e r e , a s w a s
t h e i d e a o f a S o u t h A m e r i c a n r e v i e w f o r
B i b l e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . W e w i l l r e p o r t -
o n a l l t h i s a t t h e f i r s t o p p o r t u n i t y .

T H E B I B L E A N D T H E B A S I C E C C L E S I A S T I C A L

C O M M U N I T I E S

I n o r d e r t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e i m p o r t a n c e
and meaning of the bibl ical apostolate
i n L a t i n A m e r i c a o n e m u s t i n c o r p o r a t e

this into the people's movement and into
t h e C h u r c h l i f e o f t h e C E B o f B r a z i l .
W i t h o u t t h e s e v i t a l c o n n e c t i o n s , b i b l e

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n a s w e l l a s t h e b i b l i c a l
apostolate i tself would remain meaningless
a n d p o w e r l e s s . W e b e l i e v e , t h e r e f o r e ,
i n t h e n e c e s s i t y o f a p r e c i s e k n o w l e d g e
o f t h e S i x t h M e e t i n g o f t h e B r a z i l i a n
C E B f o r a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e
t a s k s a n d a i m s o f t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e .
The theme chosen fo r t h i s mee t ing was

a m a t t e r o f g r e a t c o n c e r n t o a l l t h e
CEB in Brazil: the problem of land-ownership!
Hence the motto of the meeting, which
w a s h e l d i n T r i n d a d e , E s t a d o d e G o i a s ,
was "God's People in search of the promised
l a n d " .

The theme for the first day was "A new
outlook on being a Church". Emphasis
w a s m a d e t h a t t h e B i b l e i s a t r u e c o m p a n i o n
and assistant in the f ight for law and
j u s t i c e . T h e s e c o n d d a y h a d a s i t s m o t t o
"The f ight for a new society": a society
i n w h i c h a l l p e o p l e a n d a l l r a c e s a r e

e q u a l a n d h a v e e q u a l r i g h t s . A p o i n t
was made of the important role of Christians
i n p o l i t i c a l w o r k . O t h e r i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r s
s u c h a s t h e p r o b l e m o f t h e I n d i o s i n

B r a z i l , t h e B l a c k s , a n d t h e l i b e r a t i o n
o f w o m e n w e r e d e a l t w i t h .

For many, the CEB are like a new empire,
t h e h e a r t o f a n e w s o c i e t y , a p i e c e o f
God's promised land. It was notable that
a great many Protestant Christians and
C h r i s t i a n s f r o m o t h e r c h u r c h e s t o o k p a r t
and were full of praise for the ecumenical
s p i r i t o f t h e m e e t i n g .

A d e t a i l e d r e p o r t o f t h e m e e t i n g c a n
b e o b t a i n e d f r o m u s .

*

W e h o p e t h a t t h i s f i r s t a c t i v i t i e s r e p o r t w i l l

o p e n t h e w a y t o a g r e a t e r e x c h a n g e o f e x p e r i
e n c e s h e l p f u l f o r t h e l i b e r a t i o n a n d l i f e o f a

peop le whose pa th leads on f rom hope to hope.

R e v . G i l b e r t o G o r g u l h o , o p
R u a A t i b a i a , 4 2 0
C E P 0 1 2 3 3
S S o P a u l o

B r a z i l

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

N E W S F R O M T H E G E N E R A L S E C R E T A R I A T

O P T H E F E D E R A T I O N

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

T H A N K l O U T O R O B E R T D E L A N E I

Robert Delaney is leaving the General Secre
tar iat af ter spending 12 years in the service of
t h e F e d e r a t i o n . H e i s w e l l k n o w n t o o u r r e a d e r s
as the editor of our review WORD-EVENT^ for
which he has been responsible since its very
beginning. Now he is returning with his family
to his homeland where he will work for
F r a n c i s c a n C o m m u n i c a t i o n s .
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It is unnecessary to recal l to what extent "Boh"
has influenced the Pedeimtion and its develop
ment through his personal i ty and act iv i t ies. Our
heartfel t thanks go to him for al l that he has
done to further the growth and expansion of the
bibl ical apostolate throughout the world. We
know that he wil l not forget the Federation, and
a l s o t h a t t h e F e d e r a t i o n c a n s t i l l p r o f i t
great ly from his advice. Anton Steiner, op, a
member of the Executive Camnittee who has worked
together with Bob for the Federation for many
years, has been asked to express gratitude in
the name of all.

D r . Rober t De laney ended h i s te rm o f emp loymen t
a t t h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t o f t h e W C F B A ,

Stuttgart, In November 1986. In 1974 John van
d e r V a l k , s d b , g e n e r a l s e c r e t a r y a t t h a t t i m e ,

gained him as the f irst quali f ied staff member
a p a r t f r o m a s e c r e t a r y . S i n c e t h e n h e h a s
unt ir ingly supported the concerns of the
F e d e r a t i o n a n d c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e i r g r o w t h . T h e
s t a f f m e m b e r s a t t h e o f f i c e n o w t o t a l e i g h t . A t
t h e t i m e o f h i s a r r i v a l i n S t u t t g a r t , t h i s
C a l i f o r n i a b o r n t h e o l o g i a n h a d . j u s t c o m p l e t e d
h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n a t t h e C a t h o l i c D e p a r t m e n t o f

Theology In Munster University, West Germany.
H i s I n t e r e s t I n t h e B i b l e w a s n o t o f t h e
I n t e l l e c t u a l s o r t ; h e w a s r a t h e r m o r e c o n c e r n e d
w i t h I t s r e l e v a n t p a s t o r a l u s e . W h i l e s e r v i n g
the Church In Mexlko and Panama (1965-1968) he
h a d e x p e r i e n c e d t h e e f f e c t s o f a n

a l l - e n c o m p a s s i n g a n d l i b e r a t i n g p a s t o r a l c a r e
o r i e n t e d o n t h e B i b l e .

A t t h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n ,

D e l a n e y w a s g i v e n t h e t a s k o f e d i t i n g a
q u a r t e r l y r e v u e , a n d t h e r e b y o f m a k i n g a
s u b s t a n t i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n t o w a r d s c o m m u n i c a t i o n

be tween t he Fede ra t i on members . The ed i t i ng and

product ion of th is publ icat ion, which was
originally called "The Biblical Apostolate" but
since 1979 has appeared. In a grander form,
u n d e r t h e n a m e " W o r d - E v e n t " , w e r e m a i n l y h i s

responsib i l i ty , and he never t i red of p lanning
concepts , look ing fo r au thors , co l lec t ing
m a t e r i a l , c o m p i l i n g f o l d e r s , w r i t i n g , d e s i g n i n g ,
c o l l e c t i n g d r a w i n g s a n d p h o t o g r a p h s , m a k i n g
c o r r e c t i o n s a n d f o l l o w i n g t h e e n t i r e w o r k

p r o c e s s I n t o t h e s m a l l e s t d e t a i l .

D e l a n e y s e r v e d t h e F e d e r a t i o n w i t h t h e f i r e o f
h i s e n t h u s i a s m , a n d t h i s w a s f e l t b y e v e r y o n e
who came w i t h i n h i s r ad ius . He was l ed by a
v i s i o n ; S t u d y o f t h e B i b l e s h o u l d f r e e
Christians to discover the Kingdom of God and to
w o r k , e v e n I n s o c i a l , e c o l o g i c a l a n d p o l i t i c a l
s p h e r e s , t o w a r d s I t s c o m i n g . T h e I m p o r t a n c e o f
t h i s v i s i o n t o h i m m a d e h i m c a l l f o r p r i o r i t i e s
a n d l e d h i m t o w i s h t h a t s o m e t h i n g s c o u l d b e o f
a m o r e d i s t i n c t a n d d e c i s i v e n a t u r e . H e k e p t

trying to categorize projects and programmes In
a s y s t e m a t i c w a y .

T h r o u g h a l l t h e m e e t i n g s a n d g a t h e r i n g s a t w h i c h
I m e t R o b e r t d u r i n g t h e l a s t f e w y e a r s I

p a r t i c u l a r l y c a m e t o t r e a s u r e h i s o p e n a n d
s i n c e r e b r o t h e r ! I n e s s . N o s e r v i c e w a s t o o

I n f e r i o r f o r h i m , a n d n o n e t o o e x h a u s t i n g . H e

o f t e n r e c e i v e d t h e t h a n k l e s s t a s k o f t a k i n g t h e
minutes at meetings, a task which he carried out
w i t h t h e u t m o s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n a n d r e l i a b i l i t y . I
h a v e , h o w e v e r , a l s o s e e n h i m l i s t e n i n g

a t t e n t i v e l y t o h i s c o n v e r s a t i o n p a r t n e r ,
e n l i v e n i n g o t h e r s , d o i n g t h e w a s h i n g - u p , a n d
sunk deeply In prayer. Like many others, I have
h a d a g o o d l a u g h a t t h e m a g i c t r i c k s w h i c h h e
some t imes pe r fo rmed o f an even ing .

I see h is w ish to take on a new ass ignment as an

e x p r e s s i o n o f h i s y o u t h f u l f a i t h . H e h a s
s e l f l e s s l y g i v e n m u c h t o t h e F e d e r a t i o n , a n d i t
I s my hope tha t a l so he goes on much the r i che r
f o r I t .

A N T O N S T E I N E R

M e m b e r o f t h e W C F B A

E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e

V I S I T S T O F E D E R A T I O N M E M B E R S

* G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y F r . L u d g e r F e l d k a m p e r s p e n t

f o u r w e e k s f r o m 2 7 . 5 - 2 2 . 6 p r o m o t i n g t h e
F e d e r a t i o n I n O c e a n i a / P a c i f i c . H e a l s o m a d e u s e
o f t h i s o c c a s i o n t o I n t r o d u c e t h e F e d e r a t i o n t o

t h e b i s h o p s a n d p e r s o n s s p e c i a l l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h
t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e I n S a m o a , F i j i a n d T o n g a
a s w e l l a s I n N e w Z e a l a n d a n d A u s t r a l i a . T h i s

w a s t h e f i r s t t i m e t h a t a g e n e r a l s e c r e t a r y o f
t h e W C F B A h a s v i s i t e d t h e P a c i f i c a n d N e w

Z e a l a n d . T h e c o n c e r n o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n m u s t

e x t e n d I t s e l f a l s o t o t h e s e c o u n t r i e s w h i c h ,

o w i n g t o t h e i r s m a l l p o p u l a t i o n s o r t o t h e i r
g r e a t d i s t a n c e , t e n d t o b e f o r g o t t e n . A r e g i o n a l
m e e t i n g o n t h e b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e , t o t a k e
p lace In Ocean ia In Augus t 1987 , has been
p l a n n e d .

* F r o m 2 9 . 8 - 1 6 . 9 F r s . P l e t R l j k s a n d M a r c S e v l n

o f t h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t I n S t u t t g a r t m a d e a

j o u r n e y , g o i n g f i r s t t o R u a n d a o n t h e I n v i t a t i o n
o f t h e f u l l m e m b e r o f t h i s c o u n t r y t o a t t e n d a
s e m i n a r o n b i b l e t r a n s l a t i o n o r g a n i z e d b y t h e
U n i t e d B i b l e S o c i e t i e s . T h e y t h e n w e n t o n t o
Z a i r e t o c o n s u l t w i t h t h r e e a s s o c i a t e m e m b e r s :

V e r b u m B i b l e I n K i n s h a s a , t h e C e n t r e S a i n t
I r e n e e I n K l k w l t a n d t h e C e n t r e f o r B i b l i c a l

A p o s t o l a t e I n B a n d u n d u . M e e t i n g s o n b i b l i c a l
l i t e r a t u r e a n d o n e m e e t i n g o n t h e b i b l i c a l

a p o s t o l a t e , t o w h i c h a l s o t h e G e n e r a l
S e c r e t a r i a t I n S t u t t g a r t a n d E v a n g l l e e t V i e I n
P a r i s w i l l c o n t r i b u t e , w i l l b e h e l d I n R u a n d a I n

August/September 1987. A course on bible
t r a n s l a t i o n a c c o r d i n g t o t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f
C a t h o l i c t r a n s l a t o r s I s e n v i s a g e d f o r t h e s a m e

p e r i o d I n K i n s h a s a .
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Q U E S T I O N N A I R E Q U E S T I O N N A I R E Q U E S T I O N N A I R E Q U E S T I O N N A I R E

B I B L E S U N D A Y

We are making a survey concerning the organizat ion
of "Bible Sundays". Before considering ways in which
the Federation can lend its support on a larger scale

t o t h e d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s , w e n e e d t o k n o w w h a t
h a s a l r e a d y b e e n d o n e i n t h i s a r e a . W e w o u l d t h e r e f o r e

be very g ra te fu l i f you wou ld ass is t us by

answer ing the fo l l ow ing ques t i ons .

1. Does your country, region, diocese or organization hold a Bible
S u n d a y ? I f s o , s i n c e w h e n h a s t h i s b e e n h e l d ?

2. Is this Bible Sunday held on a fixed date or on a special
o c c a s i o n ?

3. How is this Sunday organized?

4. Is didactic material prepared especially for the celebration of
Bib le Sunday? I f so , who prepares i t? P lease descr ibe th is
material or, even better, send a copy of it to the Stuttgart
O f f i c e .

5. Is this Sunday organized by the Catholic Church alone, or by a
Protes tant Church, o r ecumenc ia l l y?

6. How would you evaluate the experience of Bible Sunday?

Please send your answers, at your earliest convenience, to: WCFBA
General Secretariat, Mittelstr. 12, Postfach 601, 7000 Stuttgart 1,
West Germany.

These questions are only intended as a guide. You are welcome to
formulate your reply in any way you wish and to give any additional
in fo rmat ion wh ich you cons ider use fu l .

Q U E S T J O N N A I R E Q U E S T I O N N A I R E Q U E S T I O N N A I R E Q U E S T I O N N A I R E



P R O G R A M M E

The programme will cover the following
main areas:

1. The Bible, Word of God in the Life of
the Church, in her pastoral ministry
and in evangelization:

- Faith building (interiorization of the

Word of God, "lectio divina", etc);
- Li turgy;

- Ca teches is .

2. The Bible, Word of God in the world
w i d e C h u r c h :

- Africa (e.g. oral cultures, incultura-

tion);
- Asia (e.g. search for Indian hermeneu-

tics, sacred scriptures of other
religions);

- Latin America (e.g. basic ecclesial com

munities, liberation theology);
- Oceania... Europe... North America...

3. The Bible, Word of God in theological
r e f l e c t i o n :

- Word of God and saaed Scripture;

- Word of God in the Church;

- Word of God in the world.

4. Methods for understanding and com

municating the Word of God:
- Bible translation;

- Exegetical methods;

- Hermeneutical methods;

- Communicat ion methods.

I

ff ib l ical-Pastoral Centre

D E I V E R B U M
F E E S

The course fees, including board and
lodging, will amount to approximately
US$ 2.700 for the 18-week course.

A P P L I C A T I O N

Interested persons should write for further
information / inscription before 30th

April, 1987, to:

Fr. John Fiillenbach, svd
B ib l i ca l -Pas to ra l Course

M iss iona r i Ve rb i t i

Via dei Laghi 52
00040 Nemi (Roma)

I t a l y T e l . ( 0 6 ) - 9 3 7 . 8 3 . 6 6

Course for formators in biblical

apostolate and biblical-pastoral work

Nemi (Rome), 8.8.-12.12.1987



^b l i ca l -Pas tora l Cent re

D E I V E R B U M

The great need for the solid formation of
ministers of the Word of God immersed in
the Scriptures was underlined by Pope
John Paul II in his address to the Executive

Committee of the World Catholic Federa
tion for the Biblical Apostolate (WCFBA)
on 7th April, 1986.

The Society of the Divine Word (SVD), as
an associate member of the Federation,
wishes to answer this need by sponsoring
courses for 25-40 animators in biblical

apostolate and biblical-pastoral work.

The courses will take place in the SVD
house in Nemi. Located about 30 kilo
metres outside Rome in the Albano Moun

tains, this house has hosted international
groups for renewal courses ever since 1962.

The first course will run from August 8th
to December 12th, 1987, and will be in
English. From August 1988 onwards, two
courses of four to five months* duration
are planned each year. These will be held in
English, French and Spanish alternately.

A I M

The aim of the course is twofold:

1. To further the formation of those who

have been involved in the biblical aposto
late or in biblical-pastoral work on the lo
cal, diocesan, national or regional level;
2. To bring about an exchange of expe
riences in bible reading "in context'* of the
local Church for the benefit of the entire
C h u r c h .

P A R T I C I P A N T S

The course is generally open to both male
and female biblical animators under 45

years of age.

Conditions of acceptance:

1. At least two years* involvement in the
biblical apostolate or in biblical-pastoral
work and an assignment from their bishop,
religious superior or a person responsible
for the formation of ministers of the Word

to continue working in this field as forma-
t o r s ;

2. An educational attainment of at least a

Bachelor's degree;

3. A good command of the language
(English for the 1987 pilot course).

D I R E C T O R A N D R E S O U R C E

P E R S O N S

Fr. John Fiillenbach, svd, who has directed
the Nemi renewal courses for the past eight
years, will also direct the 1987 biblical-
pastoral course.

Resource persons from Rome and around
the world have been invited to deal with the
envisioned subject matter "in blocks". So
far, the following have been contacted:

- Fr. Oswald Hirmer, Lumko Missiologi-
cal Inst i tute, Delmenvi l le, South

Africa;

- Bro. Enrique Garcia, fsc. National

Catechetical Office, Santiago, Chile,
and Lumen Vitae Catechetical Institute,

Brussels, Belgium;

- Fr. Paul Puthanangady, sdb. National

Biblical Catechetical Liturgical Centre,
Bangalore, India;

- Dr. Hans-Ruedi Weber, Portfolio for

Biblical Studies, World Council of
Churches, Geneva, Switzerland;

- Professors of the Pontifical Biblical In

stitute, Rome, Italy.
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

EXPBSIEBCE: A COURSE FOR LEARSIBG ROW TO TAKE
P A R T I N B I B L E G R O U P S ( I N D O N E S I A )

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The biblical formation of lay people, especially
those engaged in responsible pastoral work, is
still an important need today. In BULLETIN DEI
VERBUM we wish to report regularly on endeavours
undertaken in this area. Our thanks go to the
Centre for Lay Formation of the Archdiocese of
Medan, North Sumatra, Indonesia, for providing
the following most interesting concrete descrip
tion of their Basic Bible Group Course. Ve take
this opportunity to appeal to all biblical
leaders and animators to send us descriptions of
their concrete experiences in order that we may
put them at the service of our readers.

REPORT ON THE BASIC BIBLE GROUP COURSE AS GIVEN
A T T H E C E N T R E F O R L A Y F O R M A T I O N O F T H E

ARCHDIOCESE OF MEDAN, NORTH SUMATRA, INDONESIA

I N T R O D U C T I O N

T h e B i b l e i s o n e o f t h e f o u n d a t i o n s a n d g u i d e s
f o r C h r i s t i a n l i v i n g . F o r m a n y o f t h e f a i t h f u l
i n t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f M e d a n , h o w e v e r , t h e B i b l e
i s s t i l l a r a t h e r c l o s e d b o o k . I n o r d e r t o

i m p r o v e t h i s s i t u a t i o n , t h e a r c h d i o c e s a n B i b l e
Apostolate Team began in 1983 to set up a Bible
Group Course. Its main purpose is to help the
f a i t h f u l t o h a v e a c c e s s t o t h e B i b l e i n s u c h a

way that they can discover the Bible and be
n o u r i s h e d b y i t i n e v e r y d a y l i f e , i n d i v i d u a l l y
a s w e l l a s i n g r o u p s .

The Bible Apostolate Team has already given this
course qui te f requent ly, both at the
a r c h d i o c e s a n C e n t r e f o r L a y F o r m a t i o n a n d i n t h e

parishes. The Bible Group Course consists of two
parts each last ing for f ive days: the Basic
Bib le Group Course and the Advanced B ib le Group
C o u r s e . S i n c e o u r e f f o r t s m a y b e o f h e l p t o o u r

col leagues who are involved in the Bibl ical
A p o s t o l a t e , w e w o u l d l i k e t o r e p o r t o u r c o u r s e
a c t i v i t i e s , m o r e p r e c i s e l y t h e f i r s t p a r t , i . e .
t h e B a s i c B i b l e G r o u p C o u r s e , a s i t h a s b e e n

p r a c t i c e d i n t h e C e n t r e f o r L a y F o r m a t i o n .

S O M E P R A C T I C A L N O T E S

F i r s t , w e w o u l d l i k e t o e n u m e r a t e s o m e p r a c t i c a l
m a t t e r s :

- Every day starts with a Liturgy of the Word
a n d e n d s w i t h a n E u c h a r i s t i c C e l e b r a t i o n .

A f t e r s u p p e r t h e r e i s a s l i d e s h o w w h i c h i s
c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e t e a c h i n g o f t h a t d a y .

- S o t h a t l e s s d e s i r a b l e m a t t e r s w i l l n o t b e

repeated during the fol lowing days, an oral
e v a l u a t i o n i s h e l d o n t h e s e c o n d d a y .

- Every day there are three sessions, each of
t hem con ta i n i ng two e l emen ts , name l y an
i n d i v i d u a l a p p r o a c h t o a B i b l e t e x t a n d a

s h a r i n g i n g r o u p s .
- O n t h e l a s t d a y a w r i t t e n e v a l u a t i o n i s m a d e

o f t h e w h o l e c o u r s e .

STEPS OF THE BASIC BIBLE GROUP COURSE

Usually the course starts on Sunday evening. In
the opening session some pract ical instruct ions
are given as to the use of the Centre's faci l i
t i e s . S o m e f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n i s g i v e n c o n c e r n

ing the daily programme of the course. This
f i r s t s e s s i o n i s c l o s e d w i t h t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s

i n t r o d u c i n g t h e m s e l v e s .

THE FIRST DAY (MONDAY)

T h e f i r s t d a y b e g i n s w i t h a b r i e f i n t r o d u c t i o n

by t he cou rse l eade r o f t he mean ing and pu rpose
o f t h e c o u r s e . T h i s i s f o l l o w e d b y a s h o r t e x

p l a n a t i o n a s t o w h a t w i l l b e d o n e d u r i n g t h e
c o u r s e .

T h e t h e m e o f t h e f i r s t s e s s i o n i s : " L I S T E N I N G T O
A MESSAGE". The participants hear a message,
a f te r wh i ch some ques t i ons have to be answered
i n o r d e r t o c h e c k w h e t h e r t h e y h a v e l i s t e n e d

c a r e f u l l y o r n o t . T h i s e x e r c i s e i s m e a n t t o f o s
t e r a n a t t i t u d e o f a t t e n t i v e l i s t e n i n g b y w a y o f

b e i n g a w a r e o f t h e l i m i t a t i o n s i n r e c e i v i n g a n d
pass ing on a message . A deepen ing o f th i s
e x p e r i e n c e c o n s t i t u t e s a p r e a m b l e f o r t h e n e x t
s e s s i o n .

T h e s e c o n d s e s s i o n w e c a l l : " R E A D I N G T H E B I B L E
WITH ACCURACY". After having read Lk. 1:1-4
s e v e r a l t i m e s , t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s a r e a s k e d t o
a n s w e r s o m e q u e s t i o n s a b o u t t h i s t e x t . T h i s w i l l

h e l p t h e m t o b e c o m e a w a r e o f t h e f a c t t h a t t h e y
o f t e n r e a d t h e B i b l e a n d t e n d t o g i v e a n

exp lana t i on based mo re on wha t t hey a l r eady
t h i n k a n d f e e l t h a n o n w h a t t h e t e x t i n t e n d s t o

s a y . T h e r e i s t h e d a n g e r t h a t o n e a d h e r e s t o
one's own opinion and doesn't get the message
t h a t i s i m p l i e d b y t h e t e x t . T h i s c a u s e s a
d i s t o r t i o n : t h e r e a d e r t e a c h e s t h e B i b l e ,
w h e r e a s t h e B i b l e i s s u p p o s e d t o t e a c h t h e
r e a d e r .

T h e t h i r d s e s s i o n i s c a l l e d : " G I V I N G A N D

RECEIVING". The participants are invited to
m e d i t a t e o n 2 P e t . 1 : 1 9 - 2 1 a n d t o s h a r e w i t h t h e

g r o u p m e m b e r s e x p e r i e n c e s r e l a t e d t o t h e v e r s e
i n t h e t e x t w h i c h s t r i k e s t h e m m o s t . T h e y a r e
a l s o i n v i t e d t o a s k f o r c l a r i f i c a t i o n o f t h e

v e r s e s w h i c h a r e n o t y e t c l e a r t o t h e m . T h i s
e x e r c i s e e n c o u r a g e s t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s t o s h a r e
t h e i r i n s i g h t s w i t h t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e i r g r o u p
a n d t o b e o p e n t o t h e i n s i g h t s o f o t h e r s .

THE SECOND DAY (TUESDAY)
A l l t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e s e c o n d d a y f o r m a
w h o l e . T h e s e a r e m e a n t t o h e l p t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s
t o k n o w t h e o r d e r a n d f o r m o f t h e b o o k s o f t h e

B i b l e a s w e l l a s t o k n o w h o w t o l o o k u p p a r a l l e l
v e r s e s a n d t e x t s . T h e s e c o n d d a y ' s a c t i v i t i e s
c a n b e d i v i d e d i n t o f o u r s e c t i o n s :

- T o k n o w t h e o r d e r a n d a b b r e v i a t i o n s o f t h e

b o o k s o f t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t .
- T o k n o w t h e o r d e r , a b b r e v i a t i o n s a n d l i t e r a r y

f o r m s o f t h e b o o k s o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t

i n c l u d i n g t h e D e u t e r o c a n o n i c a l s .
- T o l o o k f o r a p a r t i c u l a r p a s s a g e .
- T o l o o k f o r p a r a l l e l v e r s e s a n d t e x t s .

B e c a u s e t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s a r e r a t h e r t h e o r e t i c a l ,
we fee l they need to be supp lemented by a
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meditation and a deepening. For this purpose the
Liturgy of the Word in the Eucharist ic
Celebration is replaced by an activity which we
call "sharing verse by verse". The text chosen
i s M t . 7 : 1 - 5 . T h e p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e i r

respective groups meditate this text verse by
ve rse and sha re w i t h t he members o f t he g roup
the experience of God's revelation through those
v e r s e s . A f t e r t h i s m e d i t a t i o n t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s

gather together to cont inue with the Li turgy of
t h e E u c h a r i s t .

THE THIRD DAY (WEDNESDAY)
On this day, two of the activit ies can be said
t o " k i l l t w o b i r d s w i t h o n e s t o n e " . W h i l e p a r

t icipants are taught methodology, they are also
asked t o med i t a t e on t he ma in t heme o f g i ven
t e x t s .

The f i r s t ac t i v i t y o f t h i s day i s ca l l ed
"LOOKING FOR THE MAIN THEME". Participants are
l e d t o k n o w h o w t o l o o k f o r t h e m a i n t h e m e o f a

given text from the Bible through the "STAR
MARKING" method. Each participant is asked to
make a verse by verse summary of Lk. 6:47-49.
Then, in groups, they are asked- to make a verse
by verse summary which is agreed upon by the
w h o l e g r o u p . A f t e r t h a t e a c h p a r t i c i p a n t i s
a s k e d t o m a r k w i t h a s t a r t w o v e r s e s w h i c h m o s t

s u p p o r t t h e t h e m e o f t h e t e x t . T h e t w o v e r s e s
w h i c h g e t t h e m o s t s t a r s a r e t h e n c h o s e n f o r a
b r i e f a n d c l e a r s t a t e m e n t .

The second activity uses the "READING THE BIBLE
ACCORDING TO THE FPA" method. Through this
method participants are asked to consider the
text of 1 Pet. 2:21-25. Each part icipant reads
the text verse by verse to see what is said
t h e r e a b o u t J e s u s . T h e n e a c h o n e c h o o s e s t h e
v e r s e w h i c h m o s t s t r i k e s a n d s t r e n g t h e n s
h i m / h e r . T h e r e s u l t s o f t h i s m e d i t a t i o n a r e t h e n
sha red i n g roups . Th i s me thod encou rages

par t ic ipants to be act ive, ass is ts them in
finding messages for themselves and helps them
t o c o n c e n t r a t e t h e i r a t t e n t i o n o n t h e t e x t .

Fo r the nex t ac t i v i t y , pa r t i c ipan ts a re i nv i ted
t o u s e t h e i r h e a d s m o r e t h a n t h e i r h e a r t s . T h e y
a r e h e l p e d t o s e e t h e c o m p o s i t i o n o f t h e t e x t
a n d t o u n d e r s t a n d i t s c o n t e x t . F o r t h i s , p a r t i

cipants are invited to consider Lk. 2:1-21 as a
p l a y t e x t w h i c h n e e d s t o b e d i v i d e d i n t o s e c
tions or paragraphs, keeping in mind:

t h e v a r i o u s m a i n p o i n t s ,
- t h e v a r i o u s m a i n a c t o r s ,
- d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s ,
- d i f f e r e n t t i m e s .

T h i s d i v i s i o n i s f i r s t a t t e m p t e d p r i v a t e l y , t h e n
i n g r o u p s . T h i s m e t h o d f o r c e s p a r t i c i p a n t s t o
r e a d t h e t e x t c a r e f u l l y s o t h a t t h e y c a n
discover I ts composit ion. Thus they are better
a b l e t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e t e x t .

THE FOURTH DAY (THURSDAY)

I n t h e f i r s t a c t i v i t y , p a r t i c i p a n t s a r e i n v i t e d
to "OBSERVE THE CHARACTERS" of a given text.
T h i s m e t h o d c a n b e s a i d t o f o r m p a r t o f t h e
method of considering the composition of a text,
because the at tent ion of the par t ic ipants is

d i r e c t e d t o w a r d s t h e c h a r a c t e r s i n t h e t e x t .

P a r t i c i p a n t s a r e a s k e d t o f o r m g r o u p s a n d e a c h
p e r s o n c h o o s e s t o o b s e r v e o n e c h a r a c t e r f r o m L k .
8 : 4 0 - 5 6 . T h i s o b s e r v a t i o n i s d o n e b y r e a d i n g a n d

w r i t i n g w h a t i s s a i d a b o u t a n d p a r t i c u l a r
c h a r a c t e r , w h a t t h i s c h a r a c t e r d o e s , f e e l s a n d
e x p e r i e n c e s . T h i s i s t h e n r e a d t o t h e w h o l e
g r o u p . T h u s p a r t i c i p a n t s a r e l e d t o u n d e r s t a n d
more fully the meaning of a longer text.

I n t h e n e x t a c t i v i t y , p a r t i c i p a n t s a r e a s k e d t o
consider Mk. 10:46-52, using the "IDENTIFYING
ONESELF WITH A PROMINENT F IGURE" me thod . Each

p a r t i c i p a n t r e f l e c t s o n a t e x t , p a y i n g a t t e n t i o n
t o t h e b e h a v i o u r o f e a c h p r o m i n e n t f i g u r e
m e n t i o n e d i n t h e t e x t . A f t e r o b s e r v i n g t h e
behaviour of each prominent f igure, each parti
c ipant ref lects on himself /hersel f and chooses
one p rom inen t f i gu re whose behav iou r comes c l ose
to his/her past behaviour. Based on an awareness
o f the i r behav iou r , pa r t i c ipan ts then p r i va te l y
m a k e a r e s o l u t i o n a s t o h o w t o i m p r o v e
themselves and their way of l i fe.

The third activity repeats the "STAR MARKING"
m e t h o d , u s i n g M t . 1 3 : 2 4 - 3 0 i n o r d e r t o f i n d t h e
m a i n t h e m e . O u r e x p e r i e n c e s h o w s t h a t t h i s
me thod i s ra the r d i f f i cu l t , espec ia l l y f o r t hose
participants who are not used to writ ing, so
that i f i t i s on ly used once the par t ic ipants '
a t t e n t i o n i s d i r e c t e d m o r e t o w a r d s t h e p r o c e s s
of executing i t than to l iving the message. But
because this method greatly helps part ic ipants
t o c o n c e n t r a t e o n t h e t e x t , t o t a k e p a r t i n a
democratic process in groups and to think about
and decide upon a theme from a given text, we
feel i t is necessary to repeat i t so that they
can master it better and at the same time deepen
their understanding of the message they have
d i s c o v e r e d .

THE FIFTH DAY (FRIDAY)
The f i rs t act iv i ty on the last day repeats the
"identifying oneself with a prominent figure"
method. The reasons for repeating this method
are the same as those for finding the main
theme. However, if the participants do not need
t h i s r e p e t i t i o n , w e u s e a n o t h e r m e t h o d . F o r t h i s

r e p e t i t i o n w e u s e t h e t e x t o f L k . 2 : 3 6 - 5 0 i n
exactly the same way as for the second activity
o f t h e f o u r t h d a y .

In the second act ivi ty on this day, the
p a r t i c i p a n t s a r e a s k e d t o c o n s i d e r A c t s 2 : 4 2 - 4 7
using the "two signs" method. Each participant
i s a s k e d t o p u t a q u e s t i o n m a r k ( ? ) a f t e r e a c h
s e n t e n c e o r v e r s e w h i c h i s n o t c l e a r t o h i m /
h e r , a n d t o u n d e r l i n e e a c h s e n t e n c e o r v e r s e
which has struck him/her in a special way. Then
t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s a r e d i v i d e d i n t o g r o u p s w h e r e

t h e y s h a r e q u e s t i o n s w h i c h m a y a r i s e a n d t h e
r e s u l t o f t h e i r m e d i t a t i o n o n t h e v e r s e s w h i c h

h a v e s t r u c k t h e m . T h e a i m o f t h i s a c t i v i t y i s
t h a t t h r o u g h t h e s e t w o s i g n s p a r t i c i p a n t s m a y
b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e t e x t a n d
a l s o b e e n r i c h e d b y t h e s h a r i n g a n d e x p e r i e n c e s
o f t h e i r f e l l o w p a r t i c i p a n t s , t h u s d r a w i n g

i n s p r i a t i o n f r o m t h e l i f e o f t h e E a r l y C h u r c h .
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T h e l a s t a c t i v i t y i s s i m i l a r t o t h e s e c o n d

a c t i v i t y a b o v e , b u t t h i s t i m e t h r e e s i g n s a r e
u s e d a n d i t i s t h e r e f o r e c a l l e d t h e " T H R E E
SIGNS" method. Each participant is invited to
c o n s i d e r 2 T i m . 3 : 1 4 - 1 7 a n d t o r e a d i t s e v e r a l
t i m e s . T h e s i g n s u s e d a r e : a q u e s t i o n m a r k ( ? )
a f t e r e a c h s e n t e n c e o r v e r s e w h i c h i s n o t c l e a r
t o t h e m , a n e x c l a m a t i o n m a r k ( ! ) a f t e r e a c h
s e n t e n c e o r v e r s e w h i c h r e v e a l s s o m e n e w u n d e r

s t a n d i n g t o t h e m , a n d a n a r r o w ( - > ) a f t e r e a c h
sen tence o r ve rse wh i ch encou rages them to pe r
f o rm some good ac t i on i n acco rdance w i t h t he
t e x t . T h e p a r t i c i p a n t s t h e n s h a r e i n g r o u p s

q u e s t i o n s w h i c h m a y a r i s e a n d t h e r e s u l t s o f
the i r medi ta t ion. Thus, par t ic ipants are helped
t o d e e p e n t h e i r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e g i v e n t e x t
so tha t they may become aware o f the impor tance
o f t h e B i b l e i n t h e i r l i v e s a s C h r i s t i a n s o r a s

b a p t i z e d p e o p l e .

T h u s e n d s t h e B a s i c C o u r s e o n t h e B i b l e .

H o p e f u l l y t h r o u g h t h i s c o u r s e t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s
wi l l no longer ta lk about the Bible or ta lk to
t h e B i b l e , b u t w i l l r a t h e r a l l o w t h e B i b l e t o
t a l k t o t h e m a n d w i l l b e a b l e t o e c h o t h e B i b l e
i n t h e i r l i v e s .

The S i x N igh t s Sys tem
We use t h i s sys tem i n pa r i shes whe re

p a r t i c i p a n t s c a n n o t g i v e f i v e f u l l d a y s o f t h e i r
t i m e b u t c a n a t t e n d a f t e r n o o n s a n d e v e n i n g s . F o r
t h i s s y s t e m w e g i v e t w o a c t i v i t i e s a d a y ( a b o u t
f o u r h o u r s ) , f o r i n s t a n c e , f r o m 1 8 : 0 0 t o 2 2 : 0 0
h r s . ( S e e A p p e n d i x I I .

P e m a t a n g S i a n t a r , E a s t e r 1 9 8 6

FR. KLEOPAS V. LAARHOVEN, OFM
SR. HYACINTHA SITUMORANG

P u s a t P e m b i n a a n U m a t

J i n . S i b o l g a 2 1

Pematang S ian ta r 21122
S u m u t

I n d o n e s i a

T h e e v a l u a t i o n a n d o p i n i o n s o f t h o s e w h o h a v e
d o n e t h i s c o u r s e l e a d u s t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h e
c o u r s e i s o f g r e a t h e l p t o t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s a s
w e l l a s t o t h e l e a d e r s . A f t e r e a c h c o u r s e , m o s t

p a r t i c i p a n t s a s k t h a t t h e r e b e a f o l l o w - u p
c o u r s e . F r o m t h i s i t i s c l e a r t h a t t h e i r d e s i r e
t o r e a d t h e B i b l e i s g r e a t l y a r o u s e d . H o p e f u l l y
t h e B i b l e i m b u e s t h e i r d a i l y l i v e s m o r e a n d * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

S u c h t h e n i s o u r e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h e w a y w e c a r r y
o u t t h e B a s i c C o u r s e a t t h e C e n t r e f o r L a y
F o r m a t i o n o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f M e d a n . T h i s i s
o u r e f f o r t t o f o s t e r t h e d e s i r e o f p e o p l e t o
r e a d t h e B i b l e , s o t h a t t h e y m a y g r o w e v e r
c l o s e r t o t h e B i b l e a n d t r u l y m a k e i t t h e g u i d e
o f t h e i r C h r i s t i a n l i f e .

N o t e : W e c a r r y o u t t h i s B a s i c B i b l e G r o u p C o u r s e
i n t w o w a y s :

The F i ve Fu l l Days Sys tem
We use th i s sys tem when pa r t i c i pan ts can come to
t h e C e n t r e f o r L a y F o r m a t i o n , o r i n p a r i s h e s
w h e r e p a r t i c i p a n t s c a n g i v e f i v e f u l l d a y s o f
t h e i r t i m e . F o r t h i s s y s t e m w e g i v e t h r e e
activities a day. (See Appendix l).

FOR BULLSTIB DEI VERBUM WE REQUIRE INFORMATION

AND ARTICISS OF EVERY POSSIBLE SORT (activity

repor ts ; lea f le ts ; book rev iews; descr ip t ions

of courses, workshops, etc). PLEASE DO NOT

HESITATE TO SEND TO SEND ANYTHING YOU PRODUCE,

EVEN THE MOST MODEST PUBLICATIONS, TO THE WCFBA

GENERAL SECRETARIAT IN STUTTGART.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH INDEED

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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SCHEME OF BASIC BIBLE GROUP COURSE FOR FIVE FULL DAYS

A C T I V I T Y

Listening to a message (an accident)
Reading the Bible with accuracy
Giv ing and rece iv ing

E u c h a r i s t i c C e l e b r a t i o n

A b b r e v i a t i o n s a n d N e w T e s t a m e n t L i b r a r y

A b b r e v i a t i o n s , D e u t e r o c a n o n i c a l s ,
O l d T e s t a m e n t L i b r a r y

Looking for verses
Look ing fo r para l le l ve rses and tex ts
E u c h a r i s t i c C e l e b r a t i o n : s h a r i n g v e r s e b y v e r s e

Looking for the main theme
Reading the Bible according to PPA
Composit ion of Text
Euchar i s t i c Ce lebra t ion : shar ing o r as usua l

Observ ing characters

Iden t i f y ing onese l f w i th a p ro ra inan t f i gu re
Looking for the main theme
E u c h a r i s t i c C e l e b r a t i o n

F i l l i n g i n a f o r m
A n s w e r i n g q u e s t i o n s
A v e r s e w h i c h s t r i k e s o n e

A n s w e r i n g o n e q u e s t i o n
A s u s u a l

F i l l i n g i n a f o r m

F i l l i n g i n a f o r m
F i l l i n g i n a f o r m
F i l l i n g i n a f o r m
S h a r i n g

S t a r m a r k i n g

F i l l i n g i n a f o r m
S h a r i n g t e x t
Shar ing /usua l

N o t i n g d o w n c o n c e r n i n g
c h a r a c t e r s

M e d i t a t i o n

S t a r m a r k i n g

Sha r i ng /usua l

L k . 1 : 1 - 4

2 P e t . 1 : 1 9 - 2 1

I . N e h . 8 : 2 - 1 0

I I . L k . 4 : 1 4 - 2 1

L k . 6 : 3 2 - 3 6

1 P e t . 2 : 2 1 - 2 5

L k . 2 : 1 - 2 1

L k . 1 1 : 9 . 1 3

L k . 8 : 4 0 - 5 6

M k . 1 0 : 4 6 - 5 2

M t . 1 3 : 2 4 - 3 0

L k . 1 1 : 9 - 1 3

M t . 5 : 1 3 - 1 6

I den t i f y i ng onese l f w i t h a p rom inen t f i gu re
T h e E a r l y C h u r c h
The meaning of the Bible
C los ing Euchar i s t i c Ce leb ra t i on

M e d i t a t i o n

T w o m a r k s

T h r e e m a r k s

A s u s u a l

L k . 7 : 3 6 - 5 0

A c t s 2 : 4 2 - 4 7

2 T i m . 3 : 1 4 - 1 7

2 T i m . 3 : 1 4 - 1 7

L k . 8 : 4 - 1 5

A P P E N D I X I I

SCHEME OF BASIC BIBLE GROUP CODRSE FOR SIX EVENINGS

E V E N I N G A C T I V I T Y

O b s e r v i n g t h e c h a r a c t e r s L k . 8 : 4 0 - 5 6
Ident i f y ing onese l f w i th a p rominent f igure Lk . 7 :36-50

S i x 1 1 .

1 2 .

The Early Church
The meaning of the Bible

A c t s 2 : 4 2 - 4 7

2 T i m . 3 : 1 4 - 1 7
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* * * * * * * * * * *

G E B S R A L I N F O R M A T I O N

* * * * * * * * * * *

B I B L E T R A N S L A T I O N S

The f i r s t s tage o f b ib l i ca l apos to la te i s to
provide bible translations in places where these
do not yet exist. Many Federation members are
engaged in this work, and BULLETIN DEI VERBUM
wishes to lend its support by regularly
publishing reports and information on this most
important sector .

STUTTGART. Fo l l ow ing a l ong pe r i od o f de ta i l ed
w o r k a n d r e s e a r c h , F r . P i e t R i j k s h a s j u s t

p u b l i s h e d t h e f i r s t v o l u m e o f a c a t a l o g u e
comprising al l bible translat ions made by (or in
c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h ) C a t h o l i c t r a n s l a t o r s . T h i s

v o l u m e , e n t i t l e d " T h e P a c i f i c " , i s t h e f i r s t o f
a s e r i e s d e d i c a t e d t o t h e c o u n t r i e s o f t h e T h i r d
W o r l d ; A f r i c a , A s i a , N o r t h a n d S o u t h A m e r i c a ,
and Ocean ia . The second vo lume , wh i ch w i l l

a p p e a r i n 1 9 8 7 , w i l l c o v e r A f r i c a . F u r t h e r
i n f o r m a t i o n c a n b e o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e W C F B A

G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t , M i t t e l s t r . 1 2 , P . O . B o x

601 , 7000 S tu t t ga r t 1 , Wes t Ge rmany .

M A L I : M o p t i . I n t h e d i o c e s e o f M o p t i i n M a l i ,
F r . M a u r i c e C a d i l h a c , w f , i s p r e p a r i n g a
t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e S u n d a y G o s p e l s i n t h e D o g o n

l a n g u a g e . T h i s i s t h e f i r s t C a t h o l i c p u b l i c a t i o n
in Dogon , a l anguage wh ich has p rov ided the
b a s i s f o r s e v e r a l q u i t e d i f f e r e n t d i a l e c t s .

I n t h e s a m e d i o c e s e , F r . M a r c e l K e v r a n , w f , i s

w o r k i n g o n a b i b l e t r a n s l a t i o n i n D o n n o s b , w h i c h
i s a c t u a l l y o n e o f t h e D o g o n d i a l e c t s a n d i s

spoken by abou t 150 ,000 peop le .

A t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e S u n d a y R e a d i n g s b y F r .
B e n o i t B e r n a r d , w f , i n T o m a k a n , a n o t h e r o f t h e
t w e l v e D o g o n d i a l e c t s w h i c h i s s p o k e n b y a b o u t

90 ,000 peop le in and a round the town o f Segue ,
was pub l i shed a t t he end o f 1985 .
The fund ing agency "Swiss Len ten Fund" has

a c c e p t e d t h e f i n a n c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e s e
v a r i o u s p r o j e c t s .

O C E A N I A : K i r i b a t i a n d T u v a l u I s l a n d s . F r . J o s e p h
K e r o u a n t o n a n d h i s t e a m h a v e c o m p l e t e d t h e i r
t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t i n K i r i b a t i

wh ich i s spoken by abou t 60 ,000 peop le on the
i s l a n d s o f K i r i b a t i a n d T u v a l u . T h e f i n a n c i n g o f
th is work has been taken on by Miss io Mi inchen.

KONIGSTEIN (West Germany) . The Ch i ld ren 's B ib le ,
d i s t r i b u t e d b y t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l f u n d i n g a g e n c y
"Church in Need" together with the "Pontif ical
M i s s i o n S o c i e t y f o r C h i l d r e n " , i s n o w a v a i l a b l e
in 38 languages including Chinese and the two
Afr ican languages Macua (Mozambique) and K ikongo

(Zaire and Angola). 11 mil l ion copies of this
64-page book have now been printed.

Church in Need has also completed the English,
French and Spanish translations of a "Youth
Bible" prepared by German experts. The French
translation was revised by Marc Sevin of the
S t u t t g a r t G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t .

SOLOMON ISLANDS: San Christobal . P. Jerry Bruns,
sm, is working on a translation of the Bible in
Kahua, one of the 66 languages spoken on the
S o l o m o n I s l a n d s . H e i s t r y i n g t o o b t a i n
f inancial support to buy a battery-powered
computer which could also be used for other
t r a n s l a t i o n w o r k i n w h i c h t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h i s

engaged.

TOGO: Dapaon. Fr. Pierre Reinhard, ofm, has been
working for several years now on a translation
in Moba, the language spoken by about 95,000
people in the Northeast part of the country. He
is a lso t ry ing to f inance the pr in t ing o f the
Sunday Readings in Anufo, which is spoken by
abou t 60 ,000 Tchokoss i i n No r th Togo and i n
G h a n a .

CZECHOSLOVAKIA: Frag. 100,000 copies of a
C a t h o l i c e d i t i o n o f t h e B i b l e a r e s o o n t o b e

p r i n t e d , w i t h t h e p e r m i s s i o n o f t h e a u t h o r i t i e s ,
i n C z e c h o s l o v a k i a n . T h i s i s a n e c u m e n i c a l

t r a n s l a t i o n w i t h t h e a d d i t i o n o f t h e

d e u t e r o c a n o n i c a l b o o k s .

T h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f C e n t r a l E u r o p e a n b i b l i c a l
a s s o c i a t i o n s ( A r b e i t s g e m e i n s c h a f t M i t t e l -

europaischer Bibelwerke - AMB) has already
c o n t a c t e d m a n y p e r s o n s a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n s f o r
f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e .

L I T H U A N I A : K a u n a s . A L i t h u a n i a n t r a n s l a t i o n o f

the New Testament, made by an ecumenical team,
h a s b e e n i n e x i s t e n c e s i n c e 1 9 7 2 . N o w a r e v i s i o n
o f t h i s i s i n p r e p a r a t i o n , p u b l i c a t i o n o f w h i c h
h a s b e e n a p p r o v e d b y t h e a u t h o r i t i e s t o c o v e r
the needs of Christ ians. Cathol ic experts in
L i t h u a n i a h a v e s p e n t s e v e r a l y e a r s o n a
t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , a n d t h i s i s
n o w a l m o s t f i n i s h e d . T h e A m e r i c a n B i b l e

S o c i e t i e s a r e s u p p o r t i n g t h i s p r o j e c t .

U S A : W a s h i n g t o n . A r e v i s e d e d i t i o n o f t h e

E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e N e w J e r u s a l e m B i b l e
w a s c o m p l e t e d i n S e p t e m b e r t h i s y e a r i n t h e
U n i t e d S t a t e s . I t w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e a t t h e

b e g i n n i n g o f 1 9 8 7 . T h e " N e w J e r u s a l e m B i b l e " o f
1970 took the place of a version used by the
E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g C a t h o l i c C h u r c h f o r o v e r t w o
c e n t u r i e s .

S C R I P T U R E S T U D Y O F F I C E O F T H E D I O C E S E O F L I T T L E

ROCK, ARKANSAS, USA. The Scripture Study Off ice
i s p a r t i c u l a r l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e e d u c a t i o n o f
b i b l i c a l l e a d e r s f o r t h e p a r i s h e s . T h e r a d i a n c e
o f t h i s C e n t r e r e a c h e s f a r b e y o n d t h e b o r d e r s o f
t h e d i o c e s e . B i b l i c a l m a t e r i a l c o m p i l e d b y t h e
C e n t r e ' s t e a m h a s b e e n d i s t r i b u t e d t o 1 , 3 0 0
commun i t i es i n USA, Eng land , Ho l l and , Z imbabwe
a n d o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . F o r i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e

C e n t r e ' s p u b l i c a t i o n s p l e a s e w r i t e t o : S c r i p t u r e

S t u d y O f f i c e , 2 5 0 0 N o r t h T y l e r S t r e e t , P . O . B o x
7 5 6 5 , L i t t l e R o c k , A r k a n s a s 7 2 2 1 7 , U S A .
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REQUIREMENTS FOR BIBLE READING (Brazil)

T h e S i x t h I n t e r - E c c l e s i a l M e e t i n g o f t h e B a s i c
Communities of Brasil took place from 21-25 July
this year (cf. art icle from Fr. Gorgulho on page
6). This meeting emphasized the importance of
t h e B i b l e f o r m e m b e r s o f b a s i c c o m m u n i t i e s .
B a s e d o n d i s c u s s i o n s w h i c h a r o s e d u r i n g t h i s

meet ing, Fr . Car los Hesters l is ted the fo l lowing
c o n d i t i o n s u n d e r w h i c h t h e B i b l e c a n a f f e c t t h e
l i v e s o f t h e p e o p l e :
1. Reading in the coimnunity. The Bible must be

read in the community; it should be read with
a v i e w t o b o t h i n d i v i d u a l a n d c o m m u n i t y l i f e .

2. Reading in faith. A reading evolving from
f a i t h i n t h e R i s e n L o r d w h o l i v e s i n o u r

m i d s t .

3. Reading based on daily reality. During the
bible reading one must be aware of the
struggles of the people and of the conditions
u n d e r w h i c h t h e y l i v e .

4. Reading of an organized people. Only to read
t h e B i b l e i s w o r t h l e s s ; t h e p e o p l e m u s t

o r g a n i z e t h e m s e l v e s t o d e f e n d l i f e .
5. Reading with part icipation. Bible reading may

n o t b e c o m e t h e p e r o g a t i v e o f c e r t a i n
o f f i c i a l s .

6. A l iberat ing reading. A reading which fai ls
t o e x p o s e i t s e l f t o t h e p e o p l e i s u s e l e s s ;

m a n y a r e n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e l i b e r a t i n g
message o f the B ib le ; the mass media make the
l i b e r a t i n g v i s i o n o f t h e B i b l e m o r e
d i f f i c u l t .

7 . A r e a d i n g w h i c h r e s p e c t s t h e t e x t . T h e r e a r e

p e o p l e w h o a l t e r a n d m a n i p u l a t e t h e B i b l e t o
s u i t t h e i r o w n e n d s .

8. A reading which respects the people. We are
cont inuously t ry ing to win the people 's
c o n f i d e n c e ; i t h a s b e c o m e v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o
s p e a k a b o u t t h e B i b l e t o t h e p e o p l e o w i n g t o
t h e o p p r e s s i v e n e s s o f t h e i r s i t u a t i o n .

(For tras da palavra 35 - 1986.)

BIBLE WEEK IN THE DIOCESE OF SHILLONG (India)

B i b l e S u n d a y h a s b e e n c e l e b r a t e d a n n u a l l y s i n c e
1979 in the diocese of Shillong. In April 1986 a
B i b l e W e e k w a s h e l d f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e i n t h i s

d iocese . The p rogramme fo r th i s week was
r e f l e c t e d u p o n b y f i v e p e o p l e w h o t r i e d t o

i n t e g r a t e a l l t h e s e c t o r s o f C h u r c h l i f e , a n d
w h o t h e n p r e p a r e d t h e d o c u m e n t a t i o n a c c o r d i n g l y .
I n v i e w o f t h i s w e e k , t h e a r c h b i s h o p d i r e c t e d a
l e t t e r t o t h e C h r i s t i a n s i n h i s d i o c e s e

u n d e r l i n i n g t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f a s p i r i t u a l i t y
r o o t e d i n t h e B i b l e , a n d h e a p p e a l e d t o t h e m t o
m a k e t h i s w e e k a s u c c e s s . T h e r e s u l t s o f t h i s
effort were indeed encouraging: for example, 600
y o u n g p e o p l e a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t e d i n a m e e t i n g
o r g a n i z e d o n t h e i r b e h a l f . T h i s w e e k a l s o
p r o v i d e d a n e w p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e f o r t h e
b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e . I n t h e p a r i s h e s , n e w b i b l e

g roups have f o rmed themse l ves . The dec i s i on was
a l s o m a d e t o r e v i s e t h e K h a s i l a n g u a g e b i b l e
t r a n s l a t i o n .

F I F T Y - Y E A R J U B I L E E O F T H E C A T H O L I C B I B L I C A L

A S S O C I A T I O N O F S W I T Z E R L A N D

" D i e B i b e l l e b t " ( T h e B i b l e L i v e s ) i s t h e t i t l e
o f a s m a l l b o o k c e l e b r a t i n g t h e 5 0 t h j u b i l e e o f
S c h w e i z e r i s c h e s K a t h o l i s c h e s B i b e l w e r k ( C a t h o l i c
B i b l i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f S w i t z e r l a n d ) . T h i s
l i t t l e b o o k d o e s n o t c o n t a i n s c i e n t i f i c r e p o r t s ,
b u t r a t h e r t h e p e r s o n a l w i t n e s s e s o f m e n a n d
w o m e n o f d i f f e r e n t c a l l i n g s a n d i n d i f f e r e n t
l i f e s i t u a t i o n s . V a r i o u s e x p e r i e n c e s w i t h t h e
B i b l e a r e e x p r e s s e d i n o r i g i n a l f o r m .
Fur ther in format ion on the b ib l ica l aposto la te
i n G e r m a n - s p e a k i n g S w i t z e r l a n d c a n b e o b t a i n e d
f r o m : B i b e l p a s t o r a l e A r b e i t s s t e l l e , B e d e r s t r .

7 6 , 8 0 0 2 Z u r i c h , S w i t z e r l a n d .

EGYPT: INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE "BIBLE AND
A F R I C A " . A n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e u n d e r t h e

t h e m e " B i b l e a n d A f r i c a " w i l l t a k e p l a c e i n

Alexandria, Egypt, in April 1987. More than 50
e x p e r t s w i l l b e p r e s e n t a t t h i s m e e t i n g
organized by the Ecumenical Association of
A f r i c a n T h e o l o g i a n s .
The part icipants wil l concentrate on three main
a s p e c t s :
- H i s t o r y : I s r a e l i t e s a n d E g y p t i a n s ; t h e

E g y p t i a n c i v i l i z a t i o n a n d t h e B i b l e ;
Eth iop ia 's p lace in the B ib le .

- P a s t o r a l t h e o l o g y : T h e B i b l e i n t h e m i s s i o n

w o r k o f t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h , O r t h o d o x C h u r c h ,

Anglican Church, Protestant Churches and Free
C h u r c h e s .

- B ib l i ca l t heo logy : A f r i can read ing o f t he

B i b l e , A f r i c a n b i b l i c a l s p i r i t u a l i t y .

B I B L E A N D I N F O R M A T I C S

The main objective of the "Centre Informatique
et Bible", Maredsous.Abbey, Belgium, is the
c o m p a r i s o n o f c o n t e m p o r a r y b i b l e t r a n s l a t i o n s
w i t h t h e i r o r i g i n a l s o u r c e s ( H e b r e w , A r a m a i c ,
Greek) and with the languages used for early
t rans la t ions (La t in , Sy r ian , A rab ic , e tc ) . The
t e a m a t t h e C e n t r e m a i n t a i n s a b i b l i c a l d a t a b a n k

( m u l t i - l i n g u a l c o m p a r i s o n s , s p e c i a l a i d s ,
b i b l i c a l e n c y c l o p e d i a s ) . T h e v a r i o u s

p u b l i c a t i o n s o f t h e C e n t r e h a v e n o w b e e n
r e c l a s s i f i e d u n d e r t h e h e a d i n g D . E . B . O . R . A .
(Documentation et Etudes Bibliques par
O r d i n a t e u r s e t R e s e a u x A u t o m a t i s e s ) . A l i s t o f
t h e p u b l i c a t i o n s o f t h e C e n t r e c a n b e o b t a i n e d
f rom: C IB-Maredsous , 5198 Denee (Anhee) ,

B e l g i u m .
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

BOOKS AND OTHER POBLICATIOHS

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

ESCAPING FROM FDMDAMENTALISM by James Barr.
S .C .M. P ress , 1984 . Pp . 195 .

T h i s i s a f a s c i n a t i n g b o o k a n d i t p e r f o r m s a
u s e f u l a n d o v e r d u e t a s k , w h i c h i s i n d i c a t e d i n
i t s t i t l e . I t i s o v e r d u e b e c a u s e t h e r e m a r k a b l e
revival of evangel ical ism, deeply coloured by
F u n d a m e n t a l i s m , w i t h w h i c h w e a r e f a m i l i a r a t
the present day, began soon after World War II.
This, I bel ieve, is c losely connected with the
d o m i n a n c e o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a w h e n c e
much of evangel ica l ism comes. Can one see a pa
r a l l e l h e r e w i t h t h e r e s u r g e n c e o f I s l a m o v e r
the same period? Certainly, no one with an inte
rest in re l ig ion can af ford to ignore the
evangelical movement, yet few outside that
t r a d i t i o n h a v e t a k e n t h e t r o u b l e t o a n a l y s e i t
and to question its many assumptions before the
publ icat ion of Professor Barr 's important work
" F u n d a m e n t a l i s m " , i n 1 9 7 7 .

H e h a s n o w f o l l o w e d t h i s u p w i t h t h e p r e s e n t ,
m u c h s m a l l e r , b o o k , w h i c h h e d e s c r i b e s a s

pastora l rather than controvers ia l . He is
c o n s c i o u s t h a t t h e r e a r e m a n y w h o , h a v i n g t r i e d
F u n d a m e n t a l i s m , h a v e b e c o m e d i s i l l u s i o n e d a n d ,
a f t e r l o s i n g t h e c e r t a i n t y o f t h e i r e a r l i e r
fa i th , now fee l there is noth ing le f t . Bar r sets
o u t o n h i s t a s k n o t i n a n y c o n t r o v e r s i a l s p i r i t ,
n o r e v e n t o u n d e r l i n e t h e w r o n g n e s s o f a n y p a r
ticular position. What he is concerned to empha
size is that the inspi red character of the
Scriptures does not guarantee their immunity
f r o m A L L e r r o r , t h o u g h o f c o u r s e t h e d i v i n e

message is preserved; that many tenets of the
Fundamental ist are not legit imately derived from
the tex t o f Sc r ip tu re ; t ha t , i n add i t i on , the
original kerygma was not based on written texts
a t a l l b u t o n t h e w o rd s o f Je su s p a sse d o n

through the apostles. 'The touchstone of
orthodoxy about the "doctrine of Christ" must be
t rad i t ion ra ther than sc r ip tu re , ' p .16 . In ch . 5
B a r r d e a l s w i t h t h e C a n o n o f t h e B i b l e - w h i c h

books are canonical? It goes without saying that
F u n d a m e n t a l i s t s c o n s i d e r R o m a n C a t h o l i c s i n
error by accepting the Apocrypha (most of them)
a s i n s p i r e d a n d c a n o n i c a l .

W h e r e v e r t h e e v a n g e l i c a l s , o r i n d e e d P r o t e s t a n t s

general ly , get their assurance f rom i t is not
f r o m t h e B i b l e i t s e l f , b u t f r o m t r a d i t i o n , a s
i n d e e d d o R o m a n C a t h o l i c s f o r t h e i r o w n l i s t o f

b o o k s . I n c h . 8 B a r r d i s c u s s e s t h e h i s t o r i c a l
character of the Gospels and shows that though
i t c a n b e s a i d t o b e h i s t o r i c a l , i t i s n o t

h i s t o r y a s w e n o w k n o w i t a n d t o t r e a t i t a s i f
i t i s m a k e s n o n s e n s e o f t h e t e x t . H e g o e s o n t o
t r e a t o f l e g e n d a n d m y t h , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n
r e l a t i o n t o m i r a c l e s a n d o t h e r e v e n t s . T o a d m i t

a n e l e m e n t o f m y t h d o e s n o t b e t r a y a n i n t e n t i o n

b y t h e w r i t e r t o w a t e r d o w n o r d e n y t h e r e a l i t y
o f t h e e v e n t i n q u e s t i o n a s a n a c t o f G o d b u t i s

s i m p l y a n a t t e m p t t o i d e n t i f y t h e p a r t i c u l a r
l i t e r a r y f o r m e m p l o y e d b y t h e w r i t e r . W e h a v e t o
r e - t h i n k o u r i d e a o f i n s p i r a t i o n t o t a k e a c c o u n t
o f t h e r e a l i t i e s o f t h e l i t e r a t u r e w e a r e

consider ing, wi th i ts many l i terary forms,
m u l t i p l e a u t h o r s h i p a n d i n c o r r e c t s t a t e m e n t s .

Far from destroying the divine character of the
b o o k s a n d t h e i r m e s s a g e i t w i l l b e p o s s i b l e ,

perhaps for the f i rst t ime, to have a real ly
c lear p ic tu re tha t w i l l p rov ide a sa t i s fac to ry
harmony between our view of the books and
secular knowledge. To do this is not to be
u n t r u e t o t h e B i b l e b e c a u s e t h e B i b l e n e v e r

c l a i m e d i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e w h a t i t i s s a i d t o
h a v e c l a i m e d . I f , i n t h e p r o c e s s , t h e s e a r c h e r
f o r t r u t h f i n d s h i m s e l f m o v i n g a w a y f r o m t h e

evange l ica l pos i t ion th is w i l l be , perhaps, in
the first place because Fundamentalism has a
v i e w o f t h e B i b l e w h i c h c a n n o t b e s u b s t a n t i a t e d
i n t h e l i g h t o f a l l t h e f a c t s .

W h i l e t h e s e a r c h e r f o r t r u t h m a y f i n d h i m s e l f

moving away from evangelicalism, Barr does not
make clear what he may be moving towards, as an
a l t e r n a t i v e t o l o s s o f f a i t h . B u t t h i s m u s t n o t

be held against the book's aim. Barr has done a
hatchet job, clearing away a tangled growth of
misconceptions and that is not a bad start
t o w a r d s f i n d i n g t h e t r u t h .

R.C. FULLER, Scripture Bulletin Vol. XVI, No.2.

* Oswald Hirmer and Fr i tz Lobinger, THE SUNDAY

READER'S LECTIONARY FOR LAY MINISTERS, Collins,

London, 1986, 672 pp.
A clear, short and precise aid for preparing the
Sunday l i turgy. I ts accent l ies in the
understanding and actual izat ion of the bible
readings in the liturgy. Prepared by the dynamic
b i b l i c a l a n i m a t o r s o f t h e L u m k o M i s s i o l o g i c a l
Ins t i tu te in Sou th A f r i ca , th i s p rac t i ca l book
i s a v a i l a b l e i n E n g l i s h .

* Robert McAfee Brown, UNEXPECTED NEWS, Reading
t h e B i b l e w i t h T h i r d W o r l d E y e s , T h e W e s t m i n s t e r

Press, Phi ladelphia, 116 pp.
This st imulat ing l i t t le book, the work of an
exegete already well known in the English-
speaking world, is only available in English.
Ten bible texts, careful ly chosen in accordance
with specific considerations, are dealt with.
The fundamental perspective of the author is
that of the victims, the oppressed. If one uses
this same perspective in one's approach to the
Bible today - a perspective which is often that
o f t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f T h i r d W o r l d c o u n t r i e s -
t he o ld t ex t s become new aga in .
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* Terrance Callan, FORGETTING THE ROOT, The

e m e r g e n c e o f C h r i s t i a n i t y f r o m J u d a i s m , P a u l i s t
P ress , New York , 1986 , 128 pp .
The author describes the process through which
Christianity gradually emerged from Judaism,
showing how the present relationship came into
being. He concludes his study with a look at the
impl icat ion o f th is process of separat ion for
Jewish-Chr ist ian re lat ions today. Those involved
in ecumenical d ia logue wi l l f ind valuable
b a c k g r o u n d i n f o r m a t i o n f o r t h e i r d i s c u s s i o n s .

* W. Gruen, PEQUENO VOCABULARIO DE LA BIBLIA,
E d i c i o n e s P a u l i n a s / S e c r e t a r i a d o N a c i o n a l d e

Catequesis, La Paz, Bolivia, 1986, 78 pp.
T h i s w e l c o m e b o o k l e t i s t h e t r a n s l a t i o n o f a

Portuguese edition which was published in Sao
Paulo in 1984 ("Pequeno vocabulario da Biblia").
I t o f fers ind ispensable in format ion for those
j u s t s t a r t i n g t o r e a d t h e B i b l e ; i t c l a r i f i e s
difficult questions, redresses frequent and
habi tual d is tor t ions, and draws the reader 's
a t t e n t i o n t o p a r t i c u l a r w o r d s r i c h i n t h e o

logical meaning which are often, passed over
u n n o t i c e d .

* Ghilaine Salvait, A LA RECHERCHE DE LA
LDMIERE: I 'evangile selon Saint Jean, col lection
"de la parole a I'ecriture", No 5, Socabi/Les
editions Paulines, Montreal, 1986, 72 pp.
This simple little book, with its special
pedagogical qual i t ies, inv i tes the reader to an
act ive in i t ia t ion in to the Gospel o f St . John.
Greatly influenced by its country of origin,
th is publ icat ion could provide valuable
inspiration to biblical animators working in
other cultural spheres. It is particularly
s u i t a b l e f o r s c h o o l c h i l d r e n .

* "APOSTOLAT BIBLIQDE" No 3/86 - Bulletin du
Centre Bibl ique Cathol ique pour I 'Afr ique et
Madagascar - B.P. 2415 - Karen, Nairobi, Kenya
(published in English and French)
Taken from the French edition, an article by
Abbe Pascal Quedraogo on "Mass Media and
Bibl ical Apostolate" presents a method for
" in t roducing the Bib le to ch i ldren in the
f a m i l y " .

Taken from the English edition is "How to start
a gospel group and keep it active". No. 4/86 of
t h i s r e v i e w i s d e d i c a t e d t o t h e S u n d a y h o m i l i e s
f o r A d v e n t a n d C h r i s t m a s .

* TA PAROLE EST NOTRE LDMIERE, BICAM, Karen,

N a i r o b i , K e n y a , 1 9 8 6 , 5 9 p p .
T h i s p u b l i c a t i o n p r e s e n t s a c o m p l e t e r e p o r t o n a

w o r k s h o p o n b i b l i c a l a p o s t o l a t e f o r f a m i l i e s ,
children and youth. Organized by the Centre
Biblique Catholique pour I 'Afrique et Madagascar
(BICAM), this workshop took place in Yopougon,
I v o r y C o a s t , f r o m 6 t h - 1 1 t h M a y 1 9 8 5 . T h e
reports of the 18 participants, who came from 8
French-speaking Afr ican countr ies, give an
indicat ion of the r ichness and var iety of the
w o r k a c c o m p l i s h e d i n t h e f i e l d o f b i b l i c a l

apostolate. The part icipants also drew up
g u i d e l i n e s f o r t h e i r f u t u r e a c t i v i t i e s .

* Centre Biblique de Lome, L'EVANGILE SELON
SAINT MARC, Commentalre biblique, Lome, Togo,
Cerf/Verbum Bible, 1985, 176 pp.
This publ icat ion opens a ser ies of b ib l ica l
c o m m e n t a r i e s o n s p i r i t u a l l i f e i n t h e A f r i c a n
context. The Gospel of Marc, taken from the
Jerusalem Bible, is interspersed with short
commentaries which permit a preliminary
discovery of the second gospel.

* Pierre Prevost, PAROLES POOR PRIER, La
Priere a I'ecole de I'Ancien Testament,
Socabi/Les Editions Paulines, Montreal, 1985
1 2 6 p p . *
Apart from the Psalter, the books of the Old
Testament contain over 90 original prayers.
These are compiled and classified here in such a
way as to permit understanding of and entry into
the world of biblical prayer.

* Le Numero 56 des CAHIERS EVANGILE.
This 56th issue in the series Cahiers Evangile
(Evangile et Vie, Paris, France) is entirely
dedicated to the figure of Abraham in the Bible.
The study was prepared by Fr. Matthieu Collin,
osb. Like most of the numbers in this series,
this one will soon be translated into Spanish,
P o r t u g u e s e a n d I t a l i a n .

* Marc Sevin, UNE VISITE GUIDEE DE LA BIBLE, I,
I 'Ancien Testament, Soclete d'Edit ion de la
Famil le Educatr ice, Paris, 1986, 32 pp.
Th is ve ry s imp le bu t beau t i f u l l y i l l us t ra ted
l i t t l e book le t p rov ides g rea t i ncen t i ve f o r
reading the Bible. The "guided tour of the
Bible" follows the various stages in the forma
t i o n o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t . A v a i l a b l e i n F r e n c h .


